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dy | | SUBIEG TS: Aigeptan Workers' Council Issues Anti~Ojukwu Statement 
a a ne REF  :_ Lagos A-089, July 30, 1967 _ 
a NAVY —— | 
a a D enetoded is a copy of a statement dated August 14 issued by the IFcty~ a 
33 ) D affiliated Nigerian Workers! Council over the signature of its General 


Secretary, Nnaemeka Chukwura. The statement condemns "the recent invasion 
of the Midwest State by Ojukwu's buccaneers," and urges "all workers in 
the Midwestern State to bestir themselves with manly fortitude and resist 
and renounce Ojukwu and his diabolical mission..,." 


z 
nr 
> > 


The statement is the first issued by Chukwura Since his release from 
prison August 3. - : 
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Enclosure: 
Copy of statement issued by the’ 
IFCTU-affiliated Nigerian Workers! Council 
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SUBJECT: Deterring Portuguese Assistance to the "Republic of Biafra" 


Assistant Under Secretary for Asia, Africa, Latin America and United 
| |, Cs Nations in the Bonn Foreign Office, on August 11 the question of 

Portuguese assistance to the "Republic of Biafra" was raised by 

Dr. Boeker. The American Ambassador, supported by the German 

Ambassador, expressed the view that thus far Portuguese assistance 

seemed to be limited to providing "Biafra" a route through Lisbon, 

Bissau and Sao Thome for the delivery of arms and other equipment 

by air. 


NAY 
= ae as a conversation with the German Ambassador and Dr. Alexander BOEKER, 


Dr. Boeker agreed that this seemed to be the case thus far but 
expressed concern that the Portuguese in the interest of keeping 
Nigeria disturbed might at some point be tempted to provide _.. 
funds or free military equipment to "Biafra". He accordingly 
thought that it would be useful if the Nigerian situation could be 
discussed in the NATO forum fairly soon with a view to letting the 
Portuguese know that many of their NATO associates would look with 
disfavor on active Portuguese support of the Nigerian rebels. Dr. 
Boeker said that he intended to pursue this idea when he returned 
to Bonn. The American Ambassador said that he would report Dr. 
Boeker's views to the Department. 
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On August 14 the Ambassador received Mr. John CORDLE, a British 
Member of Parliament who is the Chairman of the Conservative 
Party's West Africa Committee. Mr. Cordle, who has strong pro- 
FMG views, called on the Ambassador to say that he would possibly 
be visiting the United States in the near future and intended 
while there to urge his American friends and American officials 

in Washington to adopt a more helpful posture toward the FMG. 

The Ambassador said that he was sure that Mr. Cordle would be 
given a hearing in the States but that he believed that Mr. Cordle 
and some of his Conservative Party associates could make a greater 
contribution to the FMG by representations in Lisbon rather than 
in Washington. The Ambassador pointed out that the Portuguese 
were providing a route by which "Biafra" was receiving arms and 
other equipment by air. He believed that some Conservative Party 
members had close associations in Lisbon and if these connections 
could be used to persuade the Portuguese to cease offering their 
present facilities to "Biafra", this would be of .. very great 
assistance to the FMG. Mr. Cordle was very much interested in 
this idea and said that he would explore it when he returned to 
London to see whether there were ways in which effective approaches 
could be made in Lisbon. 
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fe EVACUEES ON NIGER TIDE REPORTED SHOOTING ENCIDENT ‘HICH SEEMS END! 
CATE ‘ Sha has 
BIAFRAN GUN EMPLACEMENT ‘NEAR MOUTH ESCRAVOS RIVERo NIGER TIDE ‘WITH AL 
EVACUEES ABOARD WAS LYING AT ANCHOR IN :CENTER OF ‘RIVER SETWEEN ‘SHELL 
DOCK ON SOUTHEAST SIDE AND GULF BASE ‘ON ‘NORTHWEST SLDFo AT: ABOUT | 
1430 AUGUST 19 A NIGERIAN LINES SHIP :CAME. INTO ‘RIVER FROw SEA LOADED 
WITH FMG TROOPS: AND DROPPED ANCHOR :SOME -DISTANCE FROM NIGER ‘TEDE AUT 
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ALSO MORE OR LESS IN CENTER OF RIVERe AT ABOUT {4455 AS A ‘SECOND 
SHIP LOADED WITH FMG TROGPS AND EQU{PMENT WAS ABQUT TO ENTER REVER 
FROM SEAs FIVE OR SO SHOTS WRRE FIRED -FROM NORTHERLY OR NORTHWESTER 
DIRECTIONs THERE WERE EXPLOSIONS IN WATER ACROSS RIVER MOUTH IN 
AREA BETWEEN THE “TWO TROOP SHIPSo ORSERVERS SAID ‘ONE SHOT APPEARED 
TO STRIKE FAIRLY ‘CLOSE TO TROOP SHIP AT ANCHOR» PERHAPS ‘HUNDRED ‘YAR 
OR SO FROM iT« FMG SEAWARD DEFENSE BOAT -ENUGUs WHECH WAS AT SSHELL 
DOCKs PROMPTLY PULLED INTO CENTER OF RIVER AND FIRED THREE SHOTS iN 
NORTHERLY OR NORTHWESSTERLY DIRECTION. THERE ‘WAS NC FURTHER: FER INGo 
Af ABOUT 152@ NIGER TIDE ‘SAILED FOR LAGOS, THREE ‘OR ‘THREE AND 'HALF 
HOURS EARLIER THAN RPiLANNED« ALL PASSENGERS ‘CaLM BUT GLAD ‘TO BE 
LEAVING ESCRAVOS RIVERe 

2@o EMBASSY COMMENT; CORRESPONDENTS MET NIGER TIDE ON ARRYVAL’ LAGOS. 
SINCE EVACUEES» INFLUDING PcV'Se TALKED WITH CORRESPONDENTSs 
POSSIRLE WIRE SERVICE WILL CARRY EXaGGERATED VERSION OF .SHOOTING 
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IN ONDOs OWOs AKOKO AND AKITIPUPA DIVISION OF WESTERN ISTATE» 
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SUBJECT: Currency in East and Mid-West — 


4 R XMB AIR 
REF 
Bea ea 
ARMY CIA NAVY 
~ The General Manager of the Central Rank, M. A. ADEJOR RO, told us: | 


August 14 that stocks of currency in the vaults of the Central Bank. 
in. Enugu at the time of secession amounted to about £25 million, 

and in the branch in Benin at the time of the Mid-West coup to about 
410 million. He estimated currency in circulation in the East at 
about 425 million and in the Mid-West at about £5 million. ‘Thus, 
without taking account of the fact that the normal life of a bill 

is about 8 months, there may be currency with a face value of about 
_ $65 million physically within the former Eastern and Mid-Vestern 
Regions. 
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lo AT THE PRESS BRIEFING TODAYs ATTENDED BY CZECH AND ‘RUSSIAN 
REPORTERS FOR FIRST TIMEs FMG ANNOUNCED REBEL BOMBING IN -BONNY 
AREA HAD CAUSED SERIOUS FIRE IN OIL STORAGE AREAc ‘ONE OF 
FOURTEEN TANKS ON FIREs 


2@¢ FMG HaS BOMBED ABAKALIKIs AROUND IKOMy AND. AROUND BANSARA 
WITHIN LAST 48 OQURS« ALSO EXTENSION DAMAGE AT ‘ONITSHA -BY-FMG AIR 
ATTACKS FMG SPOKESMAN SAID GOVERNMENT ‘PLANNED ‘CONCENTRATE ‘ON 
MILITARY TARGETS PROVIDED OTHER SIDE ‘TOOK BOMBING ‘OUTSIDE 
CIVILIAN AREAS« 


| 3e LITTLE HARD NEWS ON CURRENT STATUS MILITARY OPERATIONSs BUT 
ANNOUNCED "*FIGHTEING SOUTH OF OPI AND IKEM"". MATHEWS 
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-le PARA .4A REFTEL REFERRED TO ‘POSSIBLE USE ETHIOPIAN 

_ PILOTS “TO ‘FLY ‘COMBAT :MISSIONe ETHIOPIAN .AMB INFORMED 
AMB “THAT TWO OF “FOUR ETHIOPIAN MECHANICS ‘NOT PILOTS 
AND THAT THEY WILL NOT RPT :‘NOT BE PERMITTED TO FLY | 
COMBAT .AIRCRAFT BUT WILL: FLY FMGS HS!25 EXECUTIVE ‘JET. 
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lo RICHARD WOOTTONs .ANAGER OF SANTA FE DRILLING 
COMPANY IN NIGERIA» ‘HAS ‘RECEIVED WRITTEN 

REQUEST FROM Re ADMMKUWEY CMDR NIGERIAN ‘NAVY~ 

FOR LOAN FOR TWO 45 FOOT CREW BOATS DRAWING 4=5 

Py FT WATER AND USED TO ‘OPERATE IN NIGER ‘DELTA ‘CREEKS e 
WOOTON SAID LETTER DELIVERED HIS ‘HOME BY NIGERIAN 
NAVY RATINGS AND ‘HE ‘HAS IMPRESSION WEY IN :HURRY 

rs TO OBTAIN BOATS®e 


2. WOOTTON TELEPHONING HIS eOSS IN EUROPE ‘TO ‘OBTAIN 


e APPROVAL FOR WRITTEN REPLY TO ‘WEY STATING .A} BOATS 
, ARE AMERICAN REGISTERED AND LOAN TO NIGERIAN NAVY 


i 
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f \ INTERVENTION IN ‘NIGERIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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B} BOATS UNDER CONTRACT TO OLL ‘COMPANIES 

FOR DRILLING OPERATIONS AND THEREFORE ‘CANNOT BE 
LOANED» RENTED OR SOLD WITHOUT CONTRAVENING CONTRACT 
PROVISIONS AND MAKING SANTA FE LIABLEo /C}) SANTA 

FE HAS ALREADY PERFORMED SERVICE TO FMG BY NOT RP7Y 
NOT LEAVING BOATS IN MID«WEST PORTION OF DELTA 

WHERE THEY COULD HaVE BEEN SEIZED AND USED BY EASTERN 
FORCES D} SANTA FE HAS WORLD WIDE OPERATIONS -AND» 
ALTHOUGH WILLING KEEP BOATS HERE IN HOPES SITUATION 
CAN BE RAPIDLY RESTORED AND DRILLING 

RECOMMENCED SOON, MUST THEREFORE RESUME ‘REIGHT ‘TO 
REEXPORT BOATS FOR USE ELSEWHERE IN WORLDeo 


3o WE ADVISED SATA FE A} DELAY REPLY UNTIL 

MONDAY WHILE GETTING ‘COMPANY APPROVAL FOR LETTER 
REPLY ALONG LINES PARA 20 B) GET SHELL/BP ‘TO WHOM 
TWO 45 FOOT BOATS UNDER ‘CONTRACT AND ‘PHILIPS 
PETROLEUMJA WHO USING ONE SMATBLER SANTA ‘FE BOATs TO 
MAKE REPRESENTATIONS ON THEIR BEHALF ‘TO MINISTRY 


PAGE THREE RUTALS i679CC CONF I DENTIAL 
OF MINES AND POWERs PINTING OUT ADVERSE ‘EFFECT 
WHICH SEIZURE OF PRIVATE ‘PROPERTY WOULD :HAVE ‘ON 
ATMOSPHERE OFBUSINESS CONDIDENCE IN OIL CIERCLESe 


4o WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE AS TO. 
LEGAL POSITION OF US REGISTERED BOATS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN IMPORTED INTO NIGERIA FOR OIL SERVICE WORK 

AND ON WHICH OUTY ‘HAS BEEN PAIDe ALSO INSTRUCTIONS 
AS TO DEGREE TO WHICH EMBaSSY SHOULD BECOME. 
INVOLVED WITH NIGERIAN: GOVERNMENT ON ‘THIS :‘QUESTIONo 


5. TEXT OF WEY'S LETTER FOLLOWS: 
6o "REFERENCE CONVERSATIONs BETWEEN MRo ‘RICHARD 
So WOOTTON AND THE CHIEF ‘OF THE NAVAL ‘STAFF, IT : 
IS CONFIRMED THAT THE NIGERIAN ‘NAVY WILL BE INTERESTED 


TO TAKE ON LOAN TWO OF YOUR BOATS FOR USE’ DURENG 
THE CURRENT EMBERGENCYo 
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eh 7o “THE NAVY WILL: sLSO MAINTAIN THE BOATS 
FOR WHICH THE SUPPLY ‘OF -HANDBOOKS AND SPARE PARTS 
HELD RY YOU WILL BE HIGHLY APPRECIATED® 


8o “IT IS REITERATED THAT THE NAVY WILL .BE MOST 
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS ‘MATTER .AND 


PAGE FOUR RUTALS 1479CC’°C ON F ID ENT I ALL 
ASSURE YoU THAT. THE BOATS WILL BE RETURNED TO YoU 
AT THE FIRST POSSIRLE :OPPORTUNITYe | ‘MAY ALSO ADD 
e, THAT IN THE EVENT OF .ANY DAMAGE OR LOSS TO THE 
E BOATS THE NAVY UNDERTAKES FULL RESPONSIBILITY ‘TO 
COMPENSATE YOUR COMPANY oe" 
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le ACCRA, AUGUST !9=*THE ‘GHANAIAN TIMES “THIS iMORNENG DECLARED 
THAT LIEUTe GENe ‘JOSEPH .ANKRAHs CHAIRMAN ‘OF THE ‘RULING ‘NATTONAL 
IBERATION ‘COUNCILs "IS “THE ONLY AFRICAN .LEADER AT: THE ‘PRESENT 
MOMENT WHO HAS THE BEST ‘CHANCES OF BRINGING IMMEDIATE PEACE ‘TO 
NEGERTAe" THE TIMES CONTINUED BY ‘SAYING THAT “THE ‘GENERAL MAY. 
FIND IT NECESSARY TO GO TO NIGERIA "INA LAST ‘DESPARATE EFFORT 
TO BRING THE ‘OPPOSING FACTIONS TOGETHER AND .AVOLD ‘FURTHER 
BLOODSHED" 


PAGE 2 RUTAHN 624 -UNCLAS 
@e THE TIMES LISTED AS ‘GENERAL -ANKRAH®*S ‘QUALIFICATIONS FOR THYS ?ROLE 


ZQHIS MATURE JUDEMENT AND’ WIDE EXPERIENCE AS ‘THE RATHER#FIGURE ‘Tio. 
| MANY OF THE WEST AFRICA OFFICER:CORPSs".IN ADDITIONs ‘THE (EDITORIAL: 
SAID THE. GENERAL. “HAS ALREADY ‘SHOWN ‘THAT ‘HE ‘HAS. CONSIDERABLE 


DIPLOMATIC SKILL» IN FACT» HIS EARLIER EXCERCIESES IN’ ENTERNAT TIONAL: 
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DIPLOMACYs UNDERTAKEN .8Y HIM DURING THE EARLY ‘PART OF THIS YEAR 
ON BEHALF OF PEACE IN‘NIGERIAs HAVE ABUDNDANTLY PROVED THAT IHIS 
SKILL» COURAGEs AND FORESIGHT ON THE BATTLE*FIELD ARE ‘EQUALLY 
MATCHED BY HIS SAMILIAR ATTRIBUTES :ON THE PEACE FRONT&" 


30 "IT. IS QUITE CONCEIVABLE THAT A LAST MINUTE DRAMATIC EFFORT 
BY THE GENERAL ‘HIMSELF MAY ‘YET SAVE THE NIGERIAN ‘SITUATION FROM 
DEGENERATING INTO rf HOPELESS STATE OF .ANARCHYs" THE -EGBITORIAL 
ADDED «a. : 
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16TH MAY BE AT TEAST PARTIALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ADEBAYO'S 
CURRENT MORF CONSIDERED APPPROACH® THOUGH IT MAY BE 
COINCIDENCE, ALHAJI ADEGBENROs AWO'S RIGHTeHAND MAN IN 
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AND POLICE +2 AY ADEBHYO"S DISPOSAL CAN BE SUFFICIENTLY 
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je AUGUST -28 EVENING NEWS REPORTS THAT GROUP OF ‘PROMINENT 
GMANATANS HAS SENT APREAL FOR PEACE TN NIGERIA TO GOWON AND 
QUUKWUs APPEAL.ALSO ADDRESSED TO GOG AND ®AUs BOTH OF WHICH 
ASKED ‘TO USE THEIR ‘GOBD OFFICES TO.:CONTAIN DISPUTE AND ENSURE 
THAT 'NO ‘FOREIGN COUNTRY iMAKES SITUATION WORSE BY SUPPLYING ARMS 
TO EITHER SIDE, RETITEON REPORTEDLY STATES GTE THIS IS A WAR IN 
WHICH NO “SIDE GAN WIN» AND LIVES LosT IN TT WILL PROVE To HAVE 
BEEN FUTILE IN ‘THE LONG RUN UNQTEB. 
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29 LIST ‘OF SIGNATORIES AS ‘CARRTEB IN NEWS: Is HEADED FY CHIEF 
JUSTICE AKUFO- ~ADPO AND INCLUDES SEVERAL OF GHANA'S rast ‘EMM INENT 
| LAWYERS» FOUGRTORS: ‘DACTORS; JOURNALISTS! AND’ MINISTERS ‘OF 
RELIGION 
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FRM AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
FTO USINFO WASHDC 
SECSTATE WASHDC 2274 


UNCLAS ACCRA 617 
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CURRENT REACTIONs ATTN: IOP/Rs IBSs» IPSs IAA 


fo ACCRAs AUGUST 18-** THE DAILY GRAPHIC THIS MORNING ‘PUBLISHED 
iy¥S STRONGEST APPEAL YET FOR PEACE IN NIGERIAs ‘CALLING ON ALL 
MEN OF ViSIONs THE O+AoUcey THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE UsNe TO 
EXPLORE ALL CONCEIVABLE: 'MEANSe ec THROUGH ‘MEDIATION RATHER ‘THAN 
REMAIN INACTIVE OBSERVERS OR PURSUE POLICIES ‘WHICH WILL FAN THE 
BLAZE OF DESTRUCTIONe"™ 


2. THE GRAPHIC WAS ‘CRITICAL OF EACH OF THESE :BODIES»s STATING! 
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CNIGERTA ITS A MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN ‘UNITY8 YET 
THE ORGANIZATION IS RETICENT ABOUT HER BITING TROUBLES» iNIGERIA 

t A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONSs YET THE EXECUTIVE HEAD OF THE. 
UsNo HAS SHOWN NO MONCERN ABOUT HER PARALYZING AILMENTe iINIGERIA 
iS A MEMBER OF TPE COMMONWEALTH YET THE BEST THAT .BRITAIND 
MOTHER OF THAT RESPECTED FAMILY OF NATIONSs CAN DO IS OKAY THE 
“HE SALE OF "SMALL DEFENSIVE ARMS’ TO ONE OF ‘THE ‘WARRING PARTIESe 
BUY WE MUST NOT FORGET THAT THERE IS iNO iDEFENSIVE .ARM,z ‘NO ‘MATTER 
HOW SMALL» WHICH CANNOT BE US". TO DESTROY HUMAN .LIFEo" 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Nt CUPL 


DECLASSIFIED, 


} Autor rity 


|  OyfMWraea Date | 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE m2 ACCRA @@617 1985352 


oh VHE EDITORIAL Sailp THERE ARE "ONLY TWO WAYS BY WHICH 
PEACE AND ORDER ‘CAN BE RESTOREDovwe A) A ‘CALL FOR A CEASEs 


Fr: Reo LEADING TO PEACEFUL: MEDIATION AND ‘SETTLEMENT 0 
B: ALLOWING THE WAR TO CONTINUE UNTIL ‘ONE SIDE IS TOTALLY 
CRUSHED" 


4. "THE PRICE FOR THE LATTER PROCESS ‘WILL :BE A GHASTLY, 
SIGHT OF HORROR-+*A REMEDY WHICH WILL BE WORSE THAN ‘THE 
SOLUTION IT MAY ACHIEVES" THE GRAPHIC ‘SATDo DAVIS 
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lo MILITARY ADMINISTRATOR OF MIDWEST MADE ‘RADIO ‘SPEECH 

THIS AFTERNOON (AUGUST 18) IN WHICH ‘HE IDENTIFIED ‘HIMSELF 
AS MAJOR (DOCTOR} aLBERT OKONKWOo LAGOS {593 ¥S THEREFORE 
IN ERROR. 


@e SPEECH FOLLOWED LINES BANJO STATEMENT {4 AUGUST (LAGOg }516)0 
CASTIGATED FMG RULE» IDENTIFIED SEPARATE MIDWEST ADMINISTRA= 
TION FROM EITHER NIGERIAN OR BIAFRAN ADMINISTRATIONs AND 

SAID YRIBALISM WILL BE STAMPED OUT IN MiDWESTo IN APPARENT 

(AND ONLY} REFERENCE TO BANJO» OKONKWO POINYED OUT-THaT. 


MIDWEST ARMY LED BY YORUBAS AND HAS OTHER ‘TRIBES ‘REPRESENTED 
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3e BIO DATA’ DOCTOR OKONKWO $S REPORTED ‘TO HAVE SPENT 

THIRTEEN YEARS STUDYING IN USAc RETURNED NIGERIA AND GIVEN 
CAPTAIN COMMISSION IN MEDICAL ‘CORPS 2 OCTOBER 1965+ MADE | 
MAJOR 22 JUNE 1967+ HAS AMERICAN WIFE FROM CHICAGOe ‘He LS KNOWN 
TO BE ARDENT PROsBIAFRANo 

MATHEWS 
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SE C R ET @344 AUG 670 SGM HALLIGANo COUNTRY8 NIGER{YAc SUBJECT: 8 
UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATION© 
be PUTTING TOGETHER INFO AVAIL FROM NUMBER FMG MIL AND 
CIiViLTAN FIGURESs AS WELL AS FROM EXPAT ‘SOURCES WITH aWN 
SOURCES INFO. IT APPEARS FMG BUILDUP FOR MIL ACTION AGAINST 
MiD=WEST EXPECTED VERY NEAR FUTURE ADHERING TO NOW FAMILIAR 
FMG OFERATIONAL CONCEPT .MOUNTENG ‘NUMBER MUTUALLY ‘SUPPORTING 
AND/OR COGRDINATED ATTACKS SAME GENERAL TARGET AREA IN 
ORDER DENY 77S ENEMY RELATIVELY SIMPLER TASK DEFENDING ONE 
FRONT ONL Yo THUSs WE NOW NOTE COMPARATIVELY SUBSTANTSAL 


LQ 
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FMG RUILDUPS THREE FRONTS TARGETTED AGAINST MiD-WEST AND 
EASTERN FORCES. THEREINe 

Ac IN ESCRAVOS/FORCADES AREA WE ‘HAVE IDENTIFIED “TWO INF @NSs 
SIXTH AND SEVENTH WHICH» ‘UNDER OVERALL ‘COMMAND LTC Bo ADEKUNLE» 
WERE FORCES WHICH MADE INITIAL .LANDINGS BONNY ISLAND 25 :jULY 
SUPPORTED BY ELEMENTS NIGERIAN NAVY. (SEE PAR 3 BELOW FOR 
CLARIFICATION FMG BNS BONNY AND ESCRAVOS/FORCADOS } INDICATIONS 
ARE THIS FORCE HAS ORDERS MOVE TOWARD BENIN THROUGH ‘SAPELE 
EARLY WEEK 26 AUGe SOME INDICATIONS ALSO EXIST PORTIONS 

THIS FORCE MAY HAVE ‘BEEN DIRECTED MOVE -ON WARRI AS OF .AFTER= 
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NOON 17 AUGUST BUT NO CONFIRMATION THIS SO FaR ‘TODAY 

SQME INDICATIONS, ALSO» THAT WHEN THIS FORCE MOVES ON :SAPELE 
AND BENINe FORCE ‘COMMANDER WILL AGAIN BE ADEKUNLE> MOVEMENTS 
NAVY ELEMENTS WILL @E WATCHED CLOSELY FOR TIP=OFF LIKELY 


ACTION ESCRAVOS/FORCADOS AREASe 

Be BUILOUP ON ROQBE SIX EAST ORE (AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED) 
CONTINUES WITH EYE WITNESS OBSERVERS SAYING "LARGE NUMBERS AND 
AMOUNTS*® FMG TROOPS AND ‘EQUIPMENT NOTED COMING INTO AREAs 

Co FMG ARMY STAFF SOURCES THIS MORNING ‘SAY FMG BUILDUP ‘CON= 
TINUES OKENE AND SOUTHe NO CONFIRMATION AVAILABLE ON THIS» 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 1644CC SE CRE T 
BUT THESE SOURCES INDICATE THEIR SITREPS PLACE FMG FORCES IN 
MIDWEST SOUTH OKENE AND NORTH AUCHTIo 

Ds INFO NOW AVAILABLE INDICATES NEW FMG ‘TENTH BNo APAPAs WITH 
MOVEMENT ORDERS REPORTED» WILL ASSUME TACTICAL RESERVE 
STATUS FOR FMG ACTION AGAINST MIpeWEST® IT WILL MOVE ‘SELECTED 
LOCATION {POSSIBLY IN WESTERN STATE} PREPARED FURTHER MOVE 

QN ORDER AS DEVELOPMENT ACTION IN MID-WEST DICTATESo 

26 AS RESULT INFO PAR 1» ABOVEs DATT OF OPINION ‘THAT WHEN 

FMG MOVES AGAINST MIDeWEST INITIATEDs i POSSIBLY IN VERY ‘NEAR 
FUTURE} ACTION Wiii BE GENERATED ON NUMBER OF FRONTS ZS INDICATED 
ABOVEs IN ADDITIONs FROM SERIES BITS AND PIECES PICKED -Up 

OVER LAST SEVERAL DAYS»s DATT WOULD NOT RULE OUT INCREXSED 
PRESSURE {AT VERY LEAST) ON ENUGU FROM NSUKKA AND OBOLO-EKE 
IARONTS IN FURTHER ATTEMPTS XEFP ‘MAXIMUM ‘NUMBER .EASTERN FORCES 
ENGAGED WHILE MOVES AGAINST BENIN AND RELATED AREAS MADE. 

NOT TO RE OVERLOOKED» ALSOs IS VERY REAL POSSIBILITY ‘THAT 

AT LEAST SOME RECENTLY ARRIVED ‘JET PLANE HARDWEAR WILL Be IN 
ACTION GN SELECTED TARGETS ONE OR MORE THESE FRONTSe SINCE 

ON 17 AUG LTE SeAe ALAOs COMMANDER NIGERIAN AIR FORCE, | 
GBSERVED &Y DAO MAP OFFICER IN OFFICE ARMY G2 STUDYING MARS 
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AND AIR PHOTOS PORT HARCOURT AREA AIR ATTACKS HARCOURT AREA 
CONSIDERED POSSIBILITY IN EFFORT HARRASS AND/OR DESTROY 
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TROOP AND SMALL BOeT CONCENTRATIONS REPORTED THEREaT WHICH 
COULD POSE THREAT TO REDUCED FMG TROOP PRESENCE BONNY AREA 
Se REPORTS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES OVER LAST SEVERAL DAYS HAVE 
BEEN CONFUSING AS TO ACTUAL FMG TROOPS STRENGTH BONNY AREA 
AS RESULT STUDYING SITUATION IN DETAILS AND VERIFYING TO BEST 
ABILITY WITH KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCESs DATT BELIEVES SITUATION 
AT BONNY DEVELOPED aS FOLLOWS: | | 

Ace SIXTH AND SEVENTH FMG BATTALIONS LANDED BONNY 25 ‘JULYo 

Bo AY LATER DATE» AS REPORTED» AS MANY 1509 REPLACEMENTS 

AND REINFORCEMENTS MOVED ‘ONTO ISLANNDo FMG APPARENTLY 
INTENDED ACTIVATE EIGHTH AND NINTH -B8NS AT BONNY FOR MOVE ON 
HARCOURT WHICH SEEMS TO ‘HAVE BEEN MILL AT TIMEe 

Co WHEN NEW SITUATION DEVELOPED IN MID®WESTs SIXTH BN MOVED 
ESCRAVOS ON {1 AUGUST» SEVENTH LATER MOVED SAMD LOCAT]ONe 
NINTH 8N DESIGNATION USED XXR FORCE ACTIVATED SUDDENLY FOR 
INTTIAL FMG aCTION ROUTE SIX EAST OF OREe FORCES WHICH RE= 
MAIN AY BONNY (PROBABLY -8N PLUS} NOW DESIGNATED EIGHTH BNe 
4e WITH RESPECT VARIOUS JET ATR HARDWARE ARRIVING IN NIGERIA 


PAGE S RUTALS 1644cCC 'S EC RET 
OVER PERTOD RECENT PAST» THREE TTEMS ‘NOTEWORTHY HERE &8MXQ 
AsAMCIT COMMERCIAL SOURCE KNOWN RELIABILITY HAS ITALIAN 
COMMERCIAL FRIEND LAGOS WITH ETHIOPIAN WIFE. ITALIAN TOLD 

AMCIT NITE {7 AUGUST THAT FOUR ETHIOPIAN ‘JET PILOYSs TWO OF | 
WHICH KNOWN TO HE aNO WIFE» NOW IN LAGOS» THEY ALLEGEniy SENT 
HERE BY ETHIOPIAN AIR FORCE TO DO SOME "PRIVATE FLYING + 
WHEN PILOTS DETERMINED UPON ARRIVAL THEY TO FLY .COMBAT ‘MISSIONS 
AS "INSTRUCTORS" FOR NIGERIAN PILOTS FLYING SAME MISSZONS 

THEY QUESTIONED THEIR GOVTe IN REPLY ‘THEY TOLD TAKE ‘ORDERS 
DIRECTLY FROM GOWON OR HIS APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE TO AND 
INCLUDING ‘COMBAT FLYING IF NECESSARY. 

Bo REF PAR 69 MY “SECRET NOFORN MSG @333 AUG 675 AND PAR 2p 

MY SECRET NOFORN 9336 .AUG 678 AS ‘OF {7 .AUGUST TWO !JET PLANES 
REFERRED TO WERE IN FORT LAMY WHERE THEIR FURTHER ‘PASSAGE 
NIGERIA DELAYED BY LACK AVAILABILITY JET FUEL 'REPORTEDL'Y» 

JET FUEL ON WAY TODAY FOR PLANES TO :CONTINUE TO :NIGERIA 

VIA MAIDUGURI« . —_ 

Cs NAVY SOURCE TOD DAO MAP OFFICER 18 AUSUST THAT THEIR 

"OVER ONE THOUSAND" SMALL CZECH BOMBS AT *ADUNA © -SOURCE 
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AWARE OF THIS BECAUSE FMG AHAD EXPERIENCED TROUPLE IN FU7ING 
BaMaBS DUE LACK OF EXPERIENCE« INSTRUCTIONS aRRIVED 17 AUGUST 


PAGE 6 RUTALS {644cCC S E C R'E 7 

AND “SEVERAL MILITARY PERSONNEL TO INCLUDE NAVY PERSONNEL” 
WNET TO KADUNA LATE 17 AUGUST FOR PURPOSE FUZING BOMBS AND 
INSTRUCTING NIGERIAN AIR FORCE TECH PERSONNEL IN METHODS AND 
PROCEDURES INVOLVED. | | 

5S: REF PAR 6A MY SECRET MSG @343 AUG 67+ CHANGES NOTED: 
LCT NNS LOKOJA ARRIVED LAGOS FROM ESCRAVOS AREA 171529 AUGUST 
LOCALe NNS NIGERIA REPORTED LOADING FOR IMMINENT DEPARTURE o 
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e /ODUMOSUs ‘SECY MILGOVT2 ‘THIS MORNING (F 7) TOLD BDHC 
SMALLWOOD. ‘THAT: ‘ORDER ISSUED LAST NEGHT YO.EVACUATE. ALL. 
eae SWESTERNe EASTERN AND WESTERN (oF: ‘FIFTY ‘PERCENT 
08 MORE [BO ‘EXPRACTION)=@HAb BEEN RESCINDEDo 


Zo. BY WAY ‘OF BACKGROUND» ‘AT 5 PM ON T6THp ‘ECN - AREA 
MANAGER (BRITISH: ‘EXPAT. /PROTECT SOUREE} RECEIVED 
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[ DIRECTING ECN FO GATHER ‘ALL ‘THEIR 1BO_EMPLOVEES | 
INTO ‘DESIGNATED GCOLLEETION POINTS IN YBADAN WITHIN _ 
: 4B HOURSo ‘COLLEGTION POINTS INCLUDED LIBERTY STADIUM 
| (ROR ECN}s OLUNLOYO ‘COLLEGE OF EBUCATIONS GOVERNMENT 
| CBLLEGEDAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE IBADAN (FOR ESTIMATED 
2 808 IBOS AT UC} AND 400 AT UCH ONLY)4_ TOTAL NUMBER 


TNVOL'VED IN WHOLE WESTDWN STATE ESTIMATED 606260 


Bo ‘PAN WAS TO SHIP 1BOS BY RAIL TO APAPA AT WHICH 
TIME “THEY WOULG BE ‘HANDED OVER TO FMG FOR PRESUMED 
SHIPMENT ‘HOME 0 ‘THERE WAS NO INDICATION WHETHER 
PMG. WAS ‘CONSULTED OR CONCURRED« 


io BPAO LEARNED THIS: MORNE NG THAT “DRo AJAYI 9 ACTING 
VCE = ‘CHANCELLOR ‘QF 'UNTVERSITY OF IBADANS THAT HE. 

HAD ‘CALLED AGL REMATNING TBo ‘STAFF MEMBERS © TOGETHER 
AND ‘OFFERED TO REPATRIATE ‘THEM WITHIN THREE MONTHS: 
SALARY 
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5o- COMMENT? WE AND BRITISH LAST NIGHT ADVISED OUR 

iy CITIZENS AS PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE TO KEEP ‘WOMEN AND 

7 CHILDREN OFF STREETS TODAY BUT NOW INTEND REVOKE THIS } 
APVICE -AROUND ‘NOON IF CEVERERYING REMAINS QUTETT {7 
REASSURING ‘THAT WEST HAS GOTTEN IN STEP WETH LAGOS § 
ON THIS ‘PROBLEMe .HOPEFULLY; EXCEPT FOR “SECURITY RISKS” i 
THERE WILL BE yO .LARGE SCALE DETENTION -AND/OR DEPORTATION 
OF. TBOS» ALTHOUGH COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF ¥BOS ALONG 

LINES ANNOUNCED ‘ROR -L4¥GOS STATE SEEMS LIKELY. 
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2° ESTIMATED COMPOSITION OF GROUP AS FCLLOWS: 73 

PcV'Se 14 PC STAFF, ONE EMBASSY STAFFs 16 OTHER | 

ANCITSs 3 ISRAELISs ONE UAR CITIZEN, {2 SOUTH AFRICANS» 
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te RELIABLY REPORTED THAT AeOe AMAKUs (MIDWESTERN 
OR CALABAR ORIGIN) SNR AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL OFFICER, 
KADUNAs TAKEN INTO CUSTODY FOLLOWING BOMBING KADUNA 
AIRBASE* -HF REPORTEDLY CIHARGED WITH HAVE IRRESPONSIBILY 
OR INTENTIONALLY ASSISTEU REBEL AIRCRAFT TO HOME ‘ON 
KADUNA BY FAILING TO SHUT OFF AIRPORT HOMING DEVICE. 
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2e UKHC OFFICER TOLD #8°ar THAT UK AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
OFFICERss, MRe PLAFREYs WHO WAS SURORDINATDE TO AMAKU HAS 
RESIGNED ANA LEFT KADUNA FNROUTE UK DUE TO ACCUSATIONS 
THAT HE TOOWAS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALLEGED NAVIGATION 
ASSISTANCE TO REBEL AONBER JN HOMING ON KADUNA 


3s WHILE PALFREY UNKNOWN TQ CONSULATE* AMAKU HAS BEEN 
CLOSE FRIEND OF PRESENTAIRBASE CvO. MAJOR OBADA 
(MID=WESTERN URHOBO) AND SPOKE IN STRONG SUPPORT FMG. 
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bo FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT €FMGi ANNOUNCED 15 


PAGE 2 JATALS 1555CC CONF FT DENT I AL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
AUGUST ESTABLISHMENT OF "HOME GUARD" ‘FOR LAGOSo -GUARD 
WiLL BE BODY OF VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE NORMAL OCCUPATIONS 
: AND SARE PREPARED TO BE TRAINED» DISCIPLINED AND EMPLOYED 
| FOR SERVICES OF STATE” IN ADDITION ‘TO REGULAR ‘EMPLOYMENT o 
HOME GUARD WILL CONSTITUTE "ESSENTIAL ‘COMPLEMENT YO ‘REGULAR 
ARMY AND OTHER EXISITING DISCIPLINED BODiESo* 


XG 20 DUTIES OF HOME GUARD WILL INCLUDE ‘CHECKING AND :GUARDING 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND SECURITY POINTSe PATROLSs 
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SEARCHING AT POLICE CHECK POINTS» AND OTHER DUTIESe 
TRAYNING WILL BE "PARALLEL" TG ARMY TRAININGe HOME 

GUARD WILL HAVE DISTINCT UNIFORMS AND OWN OFFICER -CORPS 
AND WiLL BE MADE UP OF PHYSICALLY FIT MEN BETWEEN $8 AND 
G5 YEARS OF AGEo RECRUITING DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED o 


3c EMBASSY COMMENT: HOME GUARD APPEARS BE PART TIME 
VOLUNTEER AUXILIARY TO POLICE BUT NOT PART OF ‘POLICE 
ORGANIZATION. IT NOT CLEAR YET WHETHER GUARD WILL BE 
ARMED ORz INDEEDs WHO IS IN CHARGEs SUBJECT WAS NoT 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 1555CC CONF IOD.EN‘T ISU L.ALIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE 
MENTIONED TO DATT WHEN HE TALKED WITH SENIOR EXPAT POLICE 

OFFICER YESTERDAYo UNTIL MORE KNOWN ABOUT LEADERSHIP 

AND COMPOSITION OF GUARD IT PREMATURE JUDGE WHETHER IT 

WiLL BE ABLE HELP OR HINDER POLICE AND ARMYo MATHEWS 


LIMiTED OFFICIAL USE | 


Authority” L 


k 
J 
i 
py Wea RA Date _ 


FOL ETD BPE RA- NUCERYAS 


Department of State TELEGRAM \. 
—& 


LIMITED OFFICIAL, USE ) 

aN 

EN 
PAGE @! LAGOS @1549 1613252 aa 
iS 
53 N | 
ACTION (E£ 19 =~ 


INFO AF 2@istTNR @7aRSC O@ieTRSY B8sNSA B2eCOM O8sCIA B4sFRB G20XMB Bbs 
AID 3@+eRSR @1,4/109 W 


R {16i:26082 AUG 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO AMCONSUL 'ENUGU 1859 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6678 
CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 

DIA 

AMCONSUL IBADAN -UNN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA -UNN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS }549 
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RE OPERATIONAL STATUS .CALABAR VENEER AND PLYWOOD, WE 
UNDERSTAND FROM ‘ELDER DEMPSTER CALABAR SOURCE THAT 
PLANT HAS IN FACT BEEN SHUT DOWN FOR TIMBER PRODUCTION® 
HOWEVERs UNDER ORDER EASTERN MILITARY AUTHORITIES», 

FIRM HAS BEEN OBLIGED STAY "OPEN" FOR ‘PRODUCTION RIFLE 
BUTTS» SOURCE STATES ‘CALVENPLY NOT CUTTING -MORE .LJUMBER 
AS PLANT YARDS ALREADY OVERSTOCKED WITH - FINISHED 
PRODUCT SUSCEPTIBLE TO SPOILAGE. 

MATHEWS. 
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le MCNEIL, SENIOR 'REP UAC IN WEST AND ‘RESIDENT ‘DIRECTOR 
AFRICAN TIMBER AND ‘PLYWOODs ON AUGUST 16 ‘TOLD :SMALL :OF 
BDHC (PROTECT BOTH ‘SOURCES) HIS EXPERIENCES :DURIING 
SUPERVISION EVACUATION ‘BRITISH EXPAT AND ‘EASTERN/MID= 
WESTERN IBO EMPLOYEES FROM ‘SOUTHEASTERN (OKITIPUPA} 

AREA FROM .AUGUST 10-156 
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2@e HEADQUARTERS FMG FORCES. IN SOUTHEAST AT ‘OTU-iGUARRY 
WHICH FIVE MILES EXST:ORIWREe ‘UNKNOWN ‘NUMBER ‘RE ENFORCE = 
MENTS ARRIVED‘ IN AREA [.4&/]56 ‘NEAREST ‘FIGHTING !HAS ‘TAKEN 
PLACE AT OHUSU ON WEST=MID=WEST BORDER® ‘BAILEY -BRIDGE 
15¢ MILES EAST OF ORE ‘HAS NOT ‘BEEN :DESTROYEDs .BUT MERELY 


sone we at CONFIDENTIAL 
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HAD DECKING REMOVED BY FMG FORCES IN ‘ORDER ‘CONTROL MOVEMENT 0 
FMG TRO 

OPS IN-ORE KILLED EIGHT IBOS ‘ON AUGUST j:3% -HUNT 

FOR REMAINDER IN BUSH ‘STILL PROCEEDING ‘ON. 16THe 


3¢ NINE 7-TON LORRIES ARRIVED ‘NEAR -SOBE AUGUST 12 WITH 
4-588 REBEL TROOPS+« ‘THEY QUARTERED SOUTH SOBE WHERE 
THEY HAVE BLOWN BRIDGEe ‘FMG FORCES ARRIVED :SOBE 
(WHICH ‘UNDER FMG CONTROL) ON /4TH* ‘THIS TNFO ‘CONFIRMED 
BY TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SMALL .AND BRITISH 
AREA WARDEN OWO AT 119@ LOCAL ‘TIME ON 16TH. 


4e TWENTY FMG SOLDIERS UNDER COMMAND :CORPORAL IN 
OKITIPUPA TO CONTROL. INFILTRATION ROUTES ‘THROUGH 
CREEKS» FMG CONTROLS cREEJS TO OVENAMA :AND ‘'YOUNGTOWN 
ON BENIN RIVERe 
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5+ DDG FORCES ENGAGED IN FIGHTING REBEL FORCES AT WARRI 
WITH ASSISTANCE LOCAL ‘POPULATIONe REPORT FROM AGBABU 
THROUGH RADIO ‘CONTACT ‘WITH WARRI ABOUT 1188 LOCAL “TIME |.6TH 
INDICATES FMG FORCES WINNINGe 
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| “GOVT-CONTROLLED RADIO “ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT sND THIS 
“MORNING “THAT WESTERN “LEADERS OF THOUGHT" MEETING WOULD 
“BE ‘HELD -AT 1400 LOCAL TIME TODAY (14TH) IN PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS .IN ITBADAN® 


“2. ACCORDING TO ‘P, T+ “ODUMOSU, SECY ‘TO MILGOVT (PROTECT 
“SOURCE )s CHIEF -AWOL'OWO COMING FROM LAGOS TO ATTEND MEETING. 


(PAGE 2 RUTALS @918R8 ccOeN FoI D-E NT TAL 

THYS ‘CONFIRMED “BY BOUA IGE» WESTERN COMMISSIONER FOR AGRIC 
“AND LEADING AG POLITICIAN» QODUMOSU NOT CERTAIN ABOUT AGENDA 

“BUT SAYS OBJECT IS TO GIVE YORUBA LEADERS OPPORTUNITY TO 

OEXPRESS -VIEWS ‘ON CURRENT SITUATION IN .COUNTRYo HE EXPECTS 
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PAGE #2 IBADAN 9909] 1614592 
MILGOV ADEBAYO WILL OPEN MEETING BUT MAY NOT ATTEND ‘THROUGHOUT e 


3e ACCORDING TO PRESS SOURCES» MEETING TO BE CLOSED TO 
PRESS AND PUBLICs THOUGH SOME. COVERAGE OPENING CEREMONIES 
POSSIBLE. THESE SOURCES SPECULATE THAT MAIN TOPICS WILL 
BE AWO STATEMENT (1BADAN 862 83 AND LAGOS 1469} AND 
STTUATION IN IBADAN AND REST OF WEST«s ONE SOURCE 

SUP aES EP Ta RUMORS OF WESTERN COUP MIGHT ALSO BE 


i WHILE WE HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT WMG PLAN FOR 
EVAUATING IROS (IBADAN 88) TO BE DISCUSSED, GENERAL 
PROBLEM OF IB8OS IN WEST UNDOUBTEDLY WILL RE«® OpUMOSU 
GAVE ASST AID DIRECTOR FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFO THIS 
REGARDe OVER WEEKENG FMG QUERIED WMG ON WHAT IT DOING 
ABOUT IBOS (NOT CLEAR WHETHER QUERY RELATED THEIR 


Sa 
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PROTECTION OR FERRFTING OUT TROUBLEMAKERS}, ‘COMMITTEE 
OF. CIVIL SERVANTS UNDER . CHIEF BECKLEYs PERMSEC POLITICAL 
AND ADMIN DEPTs BEGAN MEETING MONDAY MORNING (14TH) ‘Tn 
DRAW UP PLANe BEFORE PLAN COMPLETEDs ADEBAYO ‘TOLD 
GOWON HE HAD PLAN AND GOWON ASKED FOR ITe PLAN NOW 

IN PROCESS HURRIED COMPLETIONe IN PRESENT FORMs IT 
DOES ENVISAGE EVAC ATION [BOS» ALTERNATIVE ROUTES 
CONSIDERED ARE BY TRUCK CONVOY TO MID-WEST OR BY TRAIN 
TO LAGOS AND ON TO EAST BY SHIPs WITH LATTER FAVORED. 
HOWEVERs FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS NOT MADE AND ODUMOSU 
ANNOYED WITH ADEBAYO FOR ‘JUMPING GUN WITH GOWONe 


5+ FURTHER CONFIRMATION THAT CURRENT PLANNING ‘'EVISwGES 
EVACUATION OF IBOS FROM IBADAN IS REPORT RECEIVED BY 
BDHC THAT DEPUTY HOUSE GOVERNOR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
HOSPITAL HAS BEEN ASKED PARTICIPATE ‘WITH RED CROSS IN 
SUPERVISING REMOVAL OF I:BOS :FROM WEST. 


6« HAVE INFORMATION FROM SEVERAL SOURCES THAT ALL 
SCHOOLS IN IBADAN CLOSED TODAY (16TH)* NORMAL CLOSING 
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DAY WOULD 'HAVE BEEN }18THe NOT ‘CLEAR 'WHETHER THIS . . 
RELATED TO GENERAL ‘SECURITY SITUATION :OR TO PLAN ‘TO iUSE 
SCHOOLS FOR. ‘COLLECTION POINTS FOR I80S TO BE EVACUATED>s 


7° COMMENT? "LEADERS OF THOUGHT” MEETENG -SHOULD ‘PROVE 
LIVELY ‘FOR»s AS ALREADY REPORTED» YORUBAS ARE ‘DIVIDED SEVERAL: 
WAYSs EVEN WITHIN 4Gs ‘ON ALL POSSIBLE ‘SURJECTS OF DISAUSSION® 
WILL BE INTERESTIN« TO SEE TO WHAT EXTENT PRESTIGE AND 
ORGANIZATION OF AWO AND iHIS SUPPORTERS ‘CAN PREVAIL. IN 

CURRENT ATMOSPHERE IN IBADANo 
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DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH Note - 675 


August 16, 1967 


To : The Secretary i 
Through: S/S if 
From : INR ~- Thomas L. Hughes 1 


Subject: NIGERIA: Biafra Grasps the Initiative, but Not the Advantage 


The successes of Biafran arms in the past week momentarily stunned 
the Lagos Government of Major General Yakubu Gowon, but they have not * 
produced the political domino effect that Biafran leader C. 0. Ojukwu was 
probably hoping for. 

Seizure of Mid-West. In a few hours on August 9 Biafran forces, aided 
by sympathizers in the Nigerian Army units stationed there, occupied all 
of the Mid-West state, which borders Biafra on the west. Two days later 
Biafran units began to meet resistance as they pushed beyond Mid-Western 
borders into other Nigerian states, both northward and westward. The 
Biafran air force concurrently dropped a few bombs on Lagos and attacked 
several Nigerian military bases. In broadcasts and scattered leaflets, 


Ojukwu and the commander of the invading Biafran force announced that 


wABbS 
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Biafra was launched on a "crusade of liberation." The Mid-West had been 
freed of domination by the "feudal North" and Biafra would now help liberate 
other parts of Nigeria. 

Direct gains. First consequences for Biafra were favorable. The in- jj 
vasion halted Federal preparations underway in Mid-West ports for further 
sea~borne landings along the Biafran coast. It imperiled important supply 


“lines between Lagos and Federal troops attacking Biafra from the north, 
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from normal substantive exchange with CONTROLLED DISSEM Exeludad fron antoma tig 
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causing some let-up in this pressure. Substantial quantities of military 
supplies have been captured. Biafran morale has risen and Ojukwu's prestige 
among his people, and to some extent in the rest of Nigeria, has been 
strengthened. 

Chief target, the Yorubas. Ojukwu's "crusade" is aimed mainly at the 
Yoruba people of the Western and Lagos states. Should this large tribe, 
numbering 8 million or more, choose to join Ojukwu in a move to oust 
northerners from southern Nigeria, the rump Nigerian Federation would come 
apart. In any ensuing negotiations among the fragments, Ojukwu would have 
little trouble in achieving his avowed aim of protecting Biafran sovereignty. 
Gowon and his advisers, some of them Yorubas, are determined to prevent a 
massive Yoruba defection. 

Yoruba cross-currents. The Yorubas, riven by past divisions and in 
no mood to pull Ojukwu's chestnuts out of the fire, are undecided. They 
nave tended to side with the Gowon government ever since their principal 
spokesman, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, agreed to join it last June. At the 
same time, their fear of northern domination remains strong. Awolowo's 
own public statements as recently as May reflected similar fear. He rallied 
to the Federation when Gowon, himself a northerner, showed he meant to break 
up the once monolithic north by decreeing several new states there. 
Awolowo's rallying discomfited his Yoruba political rivals who once enjoyed 
northern backing and continued to seek it for their own ends. At the same 
time it disquieted many younger Yorubas who felt that the time might be 
approaching to shake off northern influence in the most direct way possible, 
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by striking for Yoruba independence. Consequently, when on August 12 
Awolowo issued a strong statement supporting Gowon and calling upon the 
Yorubas to resist Ojukwu, there were mixed reactions among the Yorubas. 
The appeal may not by itself keep the Yorubas on Gowon's side for long, but 
it has probably given pause to the hotheads. If so, and if Gowon can soon 
démonstrate that his forces can regain the peieciye against Biafra, the 
Yorubas will be more likely to follow Awolowo. 

Gowon's brightening military future. In part, it appears, at Awolowo's 
utging, Gowon's government has issued public statements designed to show 
that Lagos has already gone over to the attack. Many of them have been 
false. Nevertheless, its military achievements have included the ex- 
tension of the naval blockade to all four Mid-Western ports, the redeployment 
of ground forces to meet the threat from the Mid-West without wholly letting 
up pressure on previously existing fronts, and the procurement of some armed 
jet planes. Of particular importance has been its control of the sea, which 
has dried up Biafra's foreign trade and reduced its foreign military supplies 
to a trickle while Lagos's own arms supplies have increased rapidly. 


Gowon needs badly to provide wavering Yorubas with a demonstration of the 


‘long-term military superiority of Lagos over Enugu. If he handles his assets 


well, he can still do so. 
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CONF I DE N‘'T WA ie IBADAN 94 


To AWO AND ADEBAYO AT WESTERN “LEADERS OF THOUGHT" MEETING 

IN IBADAN TODAY MADE ‘STRONG PLEAS FOR SUPPORT OF FMGe ACCORD= 
ING TO PROF. SAM ALUKO OF UNIVERSITY OF IFE, WHO PRESENT» AWO 

SPEECH GREETED BY APPLAUSF.o THOUGH "HE 'UNABLE TO STAY ‘TO END» 

HE CONCLUDED MEETING WOULD SUPPORT AWO® 


20 PRESS RELEASES OF AWO AND ADEBAYO. SPEECHES © BENG ‘SUMMAR = 
‘ IZED SEPTEL« AWO*S CONCLUSION GIVES ‘FLAVOR: "WE HOLD “CERTAIN 
i CARDINAL OBJECTIVES TO BE MOST DEAR .AND ‘SACRED8 INDIVFSIRLE 
ae WHOLENESS ‘WESTERN STATES FEDERAL AND ‘BUAL | ‘'UNTON ALL iNATION® 
: ALITIES IN NIGERIA. BEHOOVES ‘US TAKE ‘UP ARMS NOW AND BE EVER 
i PREPARED FIGHT FOR PRESERVATION THESE SACRED ‘OBJECTIVES AND 


| z PAGE 2@ RUTALS 94BB CO N F IDENTIAL 

| COOPERATE -ALL LOYAL NIGERIANS, ‘TO LIMIT PRESENT AREA REBELL FO. 

i ? AND ‘CONFLICT, BEAT BACK IMMINENT. THREATS INVASION ‘WESTERN: AND 
LAGOS STATES AND ‘SPEDILY BRING EASTERN AND MID#WESTERN ‘STATES. - 
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UNDER JURISDICTION LEGITIMATE GOVT OF FEDERATIONo” 


30 MININFO INFORMS US COMMUNIQUE WILL BE BROADCAST OVER RADIO 


TONIGHT AND IT ALONG WITH REPORTS OF PRINCIPAL SPEECHES SHOULD 
APPEAR IN PRESS ‘TOMORROWs 


4o COMMENT: WHILE PRELIMINARY REPORTS .INDICATE PUBLIC ‘VICTORY 


FOR AWO’'S PRO=FMG STANCEs WOULD NOT CONCLUDE ‘THAT ‘YORUBALAND 
NOW FULLY UNITED BEHIND FMGo 
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UNCLAS IBADAN 95 


be PRESS RELEASE OF TEXT OF OPENING ADDRESS ‘TO “LEADERS OF 
THOUGHT" ON AUGUST {6 OF WESTERN MILGOV ‘BRIG AJEBAYO ‘SUMMAR= 
RIZED BELOW: 


Ac MEETING CALLED BECAUSE OF TURN OF .EVENTS IN COUNTRY 4S 
WHOLE AND PARTICULARLY IN MIDSWESTo HE ‘CONSIDERS FORCIBLE. 


SEIZURE OF MID~WEST BY SECESS{ONIST EAST ‘CENTRAL ‘STATE ‘REGIME 
AND MUTINUOUS .COLLABORATORS IN MIDeWEST DEPLORABLIE ACT 


Be MILOV STANDS FIRMLY BY OATH ‘TO GOIN WITH COLLEAGUES IN 
FMG TO DO EVERYTHING IN ‘GUR POWER PY -DOWN ‘REVOLT IN ‘EASTERN 
STATES AND WORK FOR RECONCILIATION .AMONG VARIOUS PEOPLES 
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OF FEDERATIONec BELYEVES RESPONSIBLE ‘OPINION IN WEST OF ‘SAME _ 
VIEWo (“HE RECALLS PERSONAL EFFORTS AND THOSE ‘OF :OBAS» .AWO .AND 
CHURCH YO KEEP PEACEs REGRETS EFFORTS DID NOT COME (OFF LARGELY 
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BECAUSE OF INTRANSIGENCE OF SECESSIONISTS JN ENUGUc 


Ce LATELY RUMORS THAT ENUGU REGIME MAKING THREATENING NOTSE 
ABOUT INVADING WESTe ANY -SUCH ATTEMPY WOULD BE RESISTED MOST 
FIRMLY >» HE CALLS ON ALL TO STAND UP ‘FOR RIGHTS AND DEFEND 

HOMES AGAINST ANY ACT OF AGGRESSION FROM ANY QUARTER WHATSOEVER a 
HE WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY ATTEMPT SUBVERT Govt OF WEST OR DO ANY= 
THING WORSEN STABILITY OF FEDERATIONs STEPS BEING TAKEN IDENTIFY 
SUSPICIOUS ELEMENTS AND SECURITY RISKS IN -ORDER PROPERLY tNSuU= 
LATE THEM FROM COMMUNITY: 


De REFERREmM TO EFFORTS TWODAYS AGO WHEN CERTAIN NN«*YQRUBA 
ELEMENTS TOOK LAW INTG OWN HANDS TO CAUSE CIVIL DESORHER IN 
AND AROUND YBADANe ALSO WARNED OFSTRUCTIVE ELEMENTS AMONG 
YORUBAS AGAINST TAKING ADVANTAGE SIYUATION TO FAN FLAMES OF 
HATREM AND DISCORD AMONG YORUBAS: PEOPLE WHO TAKE ADVANTAGE 


QF PBESENT STATE FOR OWN SELFISH ENDS WILL BE ‘SEVERELY PUNISHED» 


REQUESTS ALi KEEP EYE ON SUCH DESTRUCTZVE ELEMENTS« 


E> HE CALLS FOR END TO ALL MANIFESTATIONS OF “POLITICAL 
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GUERILLA WARFARE UNTIL NORMAL LIFE RESTORDo 


Fe CALL FOR VIGILIANCE AND ASSISTANCE TO FEDERAL TROOPS © 
AT TIV “WHEN REBEL TROOPS ESTABLISHED IN NORTHEAST AND 
SOUTHEAST SECTORS OF OUR STATE” 


Go CURFEW AND INTRRUPTION OF NORMAL LIFE WiLL HAVE TQ REMAIN 
UNTIL HE SATISFIED THAT HOOLIGANS» HIRED THUGS AND SAROTEURS 
HAVE BEEN EXPELLED> 


2c CHIEF AWOLOWOs LEADER OF YORUBASs DEPUTY ‘CHAIRMAN FEDERAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND FEDERAL COMMISSIONER FINANCE MADE FOL© 
LOWING POINTS HiS SPEECH TO ®LEADERS OF ‘THOUGHT -MEETING™ AS 
CONTAINED iN OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE s 

Ao FMG "HAS BEEN IMPELLED BY AN IRRESISTIBLE FORCE OF CIRCUM=> 
STANCE TO LAUNCH POLICE ACTION WHICH NOW ESCALATED TO MILITARY 
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OPERATION AGAINST REBL FORCES IN EAST ANO MID=WESToooEND 
WHICH CURRENT MILITARY OPERATION DESIGNED TOSERVE IS UNITY 
CE NIGERIA AND AUTONOMY OF TWELVE COMPONENT PARTS< 00 


Bo “SOME ELEMENTS IN EAST IMPLACABLY BENT ON TAKING REGION 

OUT OF NIGERIA AND ‘SUBORDINATING MINORITY NATIONAL GROUPS 

THERE TO PERMANENT RULE OF MAJORITY.» THIS CGS 
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IMICAL TO OVERALL INTEREST OF NIGERIAs AS DISINTEGRATED NIGERIA 
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ONLY CONSIST OF INTERNECINE ARMED CanhrPS WHOSE RESOURCES WOULD 
BE DIVERTED TO PURCHASE, POSSISSIUN AND EVENTUAL USE DESTRUC= 
TIVE WEAPONS ees 


0 “ANCESTORS IN YORUBALAND SINC i990 DiD FIGHT MAKE NIGERIA ig 
UNITED WHOLE» e070 MUCH TO EXPECT US TO RESPOND TO INVETATION 
TO LEND HAND DEMOLISHING WHAT WE LAROURED SO LONG TO BUTLDooe 


De AWO POINTS TO MANY STATEMENTS HE HAS MADE SINCE RELEASE 
ROM PRISON AGAINST BREAKUP OF NIGERTAo HE SAYS "fT AM PER®= 
SONALLY SATISFIED THAT ACTS OF OMISSION OR COMMISSION {WICH 
CAUSED EAST SECEDEs WESTAND LAGOS MUST ALSO OPT OUT? HAD . 
NOT MATERIALISEDs AND FMGs ACTING ON RECOMMENDATIONS NATIONAL 
CONCILIATION COMMITTEE DID ALi THAT WAS POSSIBLE IN CIRCUMe 
STANCES TO PLACATE EASTERN LEADERSoce 


i Ee YY HOLD VIEW QUITE FIRMLY THAToe coBEST INTERESTS Of 1R0S>s 
: YORUBASs HAUSAS AND OTHERNATIONAL GROUPS WILL SE REST SERVED 
IN RECONSTITUTED AND RECONSTRUCTED UNITED NIGERIAcooIN WHICH 


IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ETHNIC GROUP EVER AGAIN TO LORD {fT OVER 
ANY OTHER ETHNIC GROUP>oo» 
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ENUGU2«eTO SHAKE OFF SHACKLES OF HAUSA/FULAN!L OPPRESSIONe 
ENUGUs» AND RECENTLY BENIN» HAVE PROMISED US FULL MILITARY 
SUPPORT TO THIS ENDocoWEs THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS M ODUDUWA=a 

ARE NOY UNDER BONDAGE OF HAUSAYFULANI OR ANY OTHER GROUP OF 
PEOPLE «eeNQ SHACKLT OF ANY KIND TO SHAKE OF Foe cWE QUITE CAPABLE 
OF FENDING FOR OURSELVES AND PRESERVING OUR ATONOMY AND 

REEDOM AS NATIONAL UNW IN NIGERT Avoca 


Go "FIVE YEARS AGOs SOME YORUBA LEADERS ALLOWED THEMSELVES 

TO RE USED AS PAWNS N CHESSBOARD OF TWO CRAFTY PLAYERS»ecFOR BEST 
PART THESE FIVE YEARS» YORUBA PEOPLE KNEW NEITHER PEACE NOR :CON= 
TENTMENT NOR HAPINESSoos 


He WRERELS IN EAST AND MIDWEST ARE NOW ASKING US TO ALLOW 

WAVES OF HOLOCAUST WHICH AREAS TEMPORARILY UNDER THEIR CONTROL ° 
ARE AFFLICTED OR THREATENED TO BE REFLECTED BACK TO YORUBALANDoce 
WE wILt. pO NOTHING OF SORTMMe 


To “WE SHOULD BEND ALL PHYSICAL» MENTAL, AND SPIRITUAL ENER= 
GIES TO MAKE IMPOSSIBLE SINGLE REBEL TROOP SET ‘FOOT ON INCH 
OF YORUBA SOTLo A REBEL IS A REBELs NO MAYTER WHAT HY7S ETHNIC 
AFFILIATIONe AS THINGS AREs THOSE WHO NOT WITH US» BE THEY 
CLOSEST RELATIONS, MUST BE DENOUNCED AS BEEING AGAINST ‘USoro 
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Jo @L "CALL UPON ALi YORUBA PEOPLEs WHATEVER THEY MAY BEs IN 
AND OUTSIDE NIGERTA» TO RALLY TO SANNER OF FMG» IN DEFENCE OF 
HOMELAND AGAINST ANY ASSAULT OR VIOLAT‘ON. aND FOR VicToRIGUS 
AND SPEEDY CONCLUSION OF PRESENT MILITARY OPERATION 


30 FULL TEXTS BEING POUCHEDo RESOLUTIONS, IF ANY WILL FOLLOW 
SEPTEL> 
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le PRESS RELEASE OF TEXT OF OPENING ADDRESS ‘TO "LEADERS OF 
THOUGHT" ON AUGUST {6 OF WESTERN MILGOV BRIG AJEBAYO SUMMAR= 
RIZED BELOW: 


Ae MEETING CALLED BECAUSE OF TURN OF EVENTS IN ‘COUNTRY aS 
WHOLE AND PARTICULARLY IN MID#WESTc (HE ‘CONSIDERS FORCIBLE 
SEIZURE OF MIDWEST BY SECESSIONIST EAST CENTRAL ‘STATE REGIME 
AND MUTINUOUS ‘COLLABORATORS IN MID=WEST DEPLORABLE ACTo 


Be MILOV STANDS FIRMLY BY OATH TO JOIN WITH COLLEAGUES IN 
FMG TO DO EVERYTHING. IN OUR POWER PT DOWN REVOLT IN EASTERN 
STATES AND WORK FOR RECONCILIATION AMONG VARIOUS PEOPLES | 
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VIEWe HE RECALLS PERSONAL EFFORTS AND THOSE OF OBAS .AWO .AND 
CHURCH TQ KEEP PEACEs REGRETS EFFORTS DID NOT COME OFF LARGELY 
BECAUSE OF INTRANSIGENCE OF SECESSIONISTS IN ENUGUo 


Co LATELY RUMORS THAT ENUGU REGIME MAKING ‘THREATENING NOLSE 
AROUT INVADING WESTo ANY SUCH ATTEMPT ‘WOULD BE -RESISTED ‘MOST 
FIRMLY+ HE CALLS ON ALL TO STAND UP FOR RIGHTS AND DEFEND 
HOMES AGAINST ANY ACT OF AGGRESSION FROM ANY QUARTER WHATSOEVER.» 
HE WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY ATTEMPT SUBVERT GOVT OF WEST OR ‘DO .ANYs 
THING WORSEN STABILITY OF FEDERATIONS STEPS BEING TAKEN IDENTIFY 
SUSPICIOUS ELEMENTS AND SECURITY RISKS IN ORDER PROPERLY INSU= 
LATE THEM FROM COMMUNITY o 


De REFERRED TO EFFORTS TWODAYS AGO WHEN CERTAINNON«<YORUBA 
ELEMENTS TOOK LAW INTO OWN HANDS TO CAUSE CIVIL DISORDER IN 

AND AROUND IBADANs ALSO WARNED DESTRUCTIVE ELEMENTS AMONG 
YORUBAS AGAINST TAKING ADVANTAGE STTUATION TO FAN FLAMES OF 
HATRED AND DISCORD AMONG YORUBAS»e PEOPLE WHO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OFPRESENT STATE FOR OWN SELFISH ENDS WILL BE SEVERELY PUNISHED» 
REQUESTS ALL KEEP EYE ON SUCH DESTRUCTIVE ELEMENTS« 


Ee HE CALLS FOR END TO ALL MANIFESTATIONS OF “POLITICAL 
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GUERILLA WARFARE" UNTIL NORMAL LIFE RESTORED 


Fe ‘CALL FOR VIGILIANCE .AND ASSISTANCE 'TO FEDERAL TROOPS 
AT TIV "WHEN REBEL TROOPS ESTABLESHED IN ‘NORTHEAST AND 
SOUTHEAST SECTORS OF OUR 'STATEo™ 


Ge CURFEW AND INTERRUPTION OF NORMAL LIFE WILL HAVE TO REMAIN 
UNTIL HE SATISFIED THAT :HOOLIGANSs HIRED THUGS AND SAROTEURS 
HAVE BEEN EXPELLED» 


@o ‘CHIEF AWOLOWOs LEADER OF YORUBAS» ‘DEPUTY ‘CHAIRMAN FEDERAL 
EXECUTIVE ‘COMMITTEE AND FEDERAL ‘COMMISSIONER FINANCE ‘MADE FQLe 
LOWING POINTS HIS SPEECH ‘TO "LEADERS .OF THOUGHT iMEETING" AS 


CONTAINED IN OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE: 
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As FMG "HAS BEEN IMPELLED RY AN IRRESISTIBLE FORCE OF CIRCUMs 
STANCE TO LAUNCH POLICE ACTION WHICH NOW ESCALATED TO MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST REBEL FORCES IN EAST AND MIDsWEST oc SEND 
WHICH CURRENT MILITARY OPERATION DESIGNED TOSERVE IS UNITY 

OF NIGERTA AND AUTONOMY OF TWELVE COMPONENT PARTSouo 


Be "SOME ELEMENTS IN EAST IMPLACABLY BENT ON TAKING REGION 
QUT OF NEGERIA AND SUBORDINATING MINORITY NATIONAL GROUPS 
THERE TO PERMANENT RULE OF MAJORITY. THIS CGSVEWUJHINEMICAL 


‘TO OVERALL INTEREST OF NIGERIA, AS DISINTEGRATED NIGERIA 
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ONLY CONSIST OF INTERNECINE ARMED CAMPS WHOSE RESOURCES WOULD 
BE DIVERTED TQ PURCHASE» POSSISSION AND EVENTUAL ‘USE DESTRUC= 
TIVE WEAPONS ooo 


© "ANCESTORS IN YQRUBALAND SINC 1998 DID FIGHT MAKE NIGERIA 
UNITED WHOLE ees+TOQ MUCH TO EXPECT US TO RESPOND To INVITATION 
TQ LEND HAND DEMOLISHING WHAT WE LAROURED :SO LONG TO AUILDoos 


De AWO POINTS TO MANY STATEMENTS HE HAS MADE SINCE RELEASE 
FROMPRISON AGAINST BREAKUP OF NIGERIAo .HE SAYS “] AM -PER= 
SONALLY SATISFIED THAT ACTS OF OMISSION OR COMMISSION iWICH 
CAUSED EaST SECEDEs WEST AND LAGOS MUST ALSO OPT ‘OUT?! ‘HAD 

NQT MATERTALISEDs AND FMGs ACTING ON RECOMMENDATIONS NATIONAL 
CONCILIATION COMMITTEE DID ALL THAT WAS POSSIBLE IN CERCUMe 
STANCES TO CLACATE ‘EASTERN LEADERScoe 


Eo "2 HOLD VIEW QUITE FIRMLY THAToooBEST INTERESTS ‘OF Y:OS>5 
YORUBAS» HAUSAS AND OTHER NaTIONAL GROUPS WiLL BE BEST ‘SERVED 
IN RECONSTITUTED AND RECONSTRUCTED UNITED NIGERTAcocINn ‘WHICH 


IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ETHNIC GROUP EVER AGAIN TO LORD IT OVER 
ANY OTHER ETHNIC GROUP coo 
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Fe AWO REFERS TO "MASSIVE PROPAGANDA OFFENSIVE MOUNTED -¥ 
ENUGUceseTO SHAKE OFF SHACKLES OF HAUSA/FULANT OPPRESSTONa 
ENUGUs AND RECENTLY BENIN, HAVE PROMISED US FULL MILITARY 
SUPPORT TO THIS ENfMeeoWEsr THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OFODYyDUWAs 

ARE NOT UNDER BONDAGE OF HAUSA//FULANI OR ANY OTHER GROUP OF 
PEOPLEeeeNQ SHACKLT GF ANY KIND TO SHAKE OFFeooWE QUITE CAPARLE 
OF FENDING FOR OURSELVES AND PRESERVING OUR aTONOMY AND 
FREEDOMAS NATIONAL UNW IN NIGERI Aace 


Ge "FIVE YEARS AGOs SOME YORUBA LEADERS ALLOWED THEMSELVES 

TO BE USED AS PAWNS N CHESSBOARD OF TWO CRAFTY PLAYERS<s»coF QR BEST 
PART THESE FIVE YEsRSs YORUSA PEOPLE KNEW NETTHER PEACE NOR .CON= 
TENTMENT NOR HAPPINESS oo » 


He “RERELS IN EAST AND MID=WEST ARF NOW ASKING US TO ALLOW 

WAVES OF HOLOCAUST WHICH AREAS TEMPORARILY UNDER THEIR CONTROL 
ARE AFFLICTEO QR THREATENED TO BE REFLECTED BACK TO YORUBALANDs oe 
WE WILL DO NOTHING OF SORTooo 


To "WE SHOULD BEND ALL PHYSICAL» MENTALs AND SPIRITUAL ENER= 
GIES TO MAKE IMPOSSIBLE STINGLE REBEL TROOP SET FOOT ON INCH 

OF YORURA SOIL« A REBEL TS a REBEL, NO MATTER WHAT HIS ETHNIC 
AFFILIATTONs« AS THINGS AREs THOSE WHO NOY WITH USs &&€ THEY 
CLOSEST RELATIONS» MUST BE DENOUNCED AS BEING AGAINST USoa> 
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Js " Call UPON alt YORURA PFOPLE»s WHATEVER THEY MAY BEo IN 
AND QUTSJDE NIGERIAg TO RALLY TO BANNER OF FMGa IN DEFENCE OF 
HOMELAND AGAINST ANY ASSAULT OR VIOLATION» AND FOR VECTORIOUS 
AND SPEEDY CONCLUSION OF PRESENT MILITARY OPERATIONG® 


3- FULL TEXTS SEING POUCHED. RESOLUTIONSs TF ANY WILL FOLLOW 
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fe» MID=WESTERNERS HAVE ‘COMPLETED REGISTRATION WITH 
POL:CE IN KADUNAc 


@e AUGUST 15 GROUP OF MIDWEST CITLZENS OF AFEMMA 9» 
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AKOKO=EDO ISHANs ISOHO» URHOBO, WARRI AND WESTERN 
TUAW OIVISTONS (PRESUMABLY ALL BUT YKa £BO0S} MET IN 
KADUNAs ACCORDING NEW NIGERIAN iNN) AUGUST {60 -GROUS 
DISSOCIATED ITSELF FROM “TREACHEROU ACTS OF WESTERN 
TRO ARMY OFFICER OF ASABA AND ABOH NIVISIONSy WHO 
COLLABORATED WITH SEBELS OF CENTRAL ESTERN STATRFo® 
ACCORDING NN GROUP PASSED RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING FMG 
ACTION ‘TO CRUSH RESELSs PLEDGING MORAL AND FINANCIAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO THIS END» AND APPEALYNG To FMG To 
ENLIST iN ARMED FORCES THOSE aBLE MiD»eWEST SONS AND 
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DAUGHTERS OUTSIDE REBEL#HELD TERRITORIES.» 


32> COMMENT: NERVOUSNESS AMONG MID-~WESTERNERS HERE 
DEMONSTRATED BY USG LOCAL EMPLOYEES OF MID-WEST 
ORIGIN: SOME WERE AMONG THOSE SUSPECTED To BE 1BaS 
IN LAST HEAR?S 180 POGROM AND ONE WaS BEATEN UP IN 
KANO AY THAT TIME: THERE ARE ALREADY ‘SIGNS OF NEW 
WHISPERING CAMPAIGN ACCUSING MID-WESTERNERS HERE OF 
BEING YBOSo AS ONE EMPLOYEE PUT IT, WE HAVE NO 
MSACEHAVENT NGWo THEY UNABLE RETURN TO MyDeWEST ANG 
DO NOY REGARD OTHER AREAS AS BEING SAFER FOR THEM 
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THAN NORTH. WHETHER PUBLIC ASSURANCES MIDsWESTERNERIS 

LOYALTY TQ FMG WILL SUFFICE TO ASSURE THEIR SAFETY 

HERE NOT YET CLEAR BUT DO NOT. BELIEVE THERE IS ANY 

IMMEDTATE DNAGER GF WIDESPREAD REACTION AGAINST THEM 
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| OF NIGERIA AIRWAYS FLIGHT FRAM-LAGOS TODAY, ONE. . - °° 
| : JET.AND FOUR PIAGGIO TRAINECS WERE SCRAMBLED. se. doe Ate. nh 4 
| al REMAINING JET AND OTHER PLANES DISPERSED OVER AT R82 : gh 
| i FIELD UNDER TARPAULINS OVER WHICH TREE PRANCHES. eee ee ee ee Oe ee 
| oe HAVE BEEN SCATTERED». ALSO TROOPS WITH AUTOMATIC... - aes Sette ee 
| e "WEAPONS WERE DISRERSED ‘ON -ATRFIELO DURING APPROACH a BO ee 
| Hf “OF NIGERIA AIRWAYS PLANE, ~~ i 
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SUBJECT: MENTATION OF NIGERIAN HAR 


be REPORTS OF ARMS SHIPMENTS» SOVIET TECHNICIANS AND 
OYHER INDICATIONS tal NIGERIAN CONFLICT IS ESCALATING 

VE PROMPTED BRITISh SRESS EN RECENT DaYS TO CaLi URGENTLY ‘FOR 
HMG TO TAKE Tet yO BRING ABOUT NEGOYIATIONSo 
EDITORIAL sees Has. "RANGED “FROM GUARUTAN TO DALUY MAIL 
ANO HAS BEEN TINGS+ WITH CRITICISM OF GOVT FOR YTS ALLEGED 
FAILURE Te DURSUE STRONGe COHERENT POLICY ‘To END WARe 


@e ECONOMIST (AUG> 12: CALLS FOR MEDIATION BEFORE BOTH 

SIDES IN NIGERIA FIND SELVES IN YRRECONCILARLE POSTYTONS 

CoAND BEFORE TRREPARABLE DAMAGE DONE 8Y MASSACRE AND OESTRUCTIONs 
“EDITORIAL NOTES BRITISH MEDIATION UNLIKELY, Q@UT FEELS ‘SOME 
ATTEMPT SHOULD SE MADE BY COMMONWEALTH OR AFRICAN ‘STATES « 


3c DATLY MATL (AUGUST 14! CRITICIZES WILSON GOVERNMENT 
R HAVING LACKED WILi TO ACT TO PREVENT CRISTS IN NIGERIAo 


he DAILY TELEGRAPH {AUGe 14) NOTES THAT BRITISH HAVE 
FATLEO To OFFER EYTHER PLANES OR GOOD ‘OFFICES BY WHICH 
PEACE MIGHT BE RESTOREDe JOURNAL CALLS FOR WILSON TO 
PRESSURE AFRO-=ASIAN STATES TO TAKE PEACE INITIATIVE 
IN NIGERTA6 
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Se GUARDIAN (AUGo 6} NOTES THAT MEDIATION iS ATTRACTIVE 
SOLUATION THAT HAS FAILED BECAUSE OF MILITARY STATELMATE, 
NOT LACK OF. GOODWILL OF THIRD PARTIESs+ EDITORIAL 
IMPLICITLY LAMENTS FAILURE HMG TO SUPPORT FMG BEFORE 
CONFLICT AND NOTES ‘DETRIMENT TO AFRICA ‘OF BREAKUP 
NIGERIAN FEDERATION: IT CONCLUDES» “IF ‘WE MUST NOW 
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BACK ONE SIDE FEDERAL ONE IS RIGHT CHOICE." 


6° COMMENT’ FORCE ND ‘PERSUASIVENESS OF THESE 
EDITORIALS CALLS FOR ACTION ‘CONSIDERABLY ‘DIMINISHED 
BY ADMISSION OF MOST PAPERS THAT BRITISH MARGIN FOR 
MANEUVER IN ‘NIGERIAN SITUATION IS EXTREMELY NARROW 
IN GENERAL CONSERVATIVE PRESS FAVORS STRICT BRITISH 
NEUTRALITY TO QUALIFY GOVT/FOR FUGURE MEDIATORY ROLE (AND 
AVOID JEOPARDIZING INVESTMENTS IN EASTERN ‘REGION ) WHILE 
GUARDIAN AND SOME LIKE>eMINDED ‘OBSERVERS - FAVOR INCREASED 
MILT TARY SUPPORT FOR FMGo (HOWEVERs AUGe {4 OBSERVER 
ASSERTS THAT NEUTRALITY "IS ONLY SENSIBLE POLICY FOR 
BRITAIN TO FOLLOW IN A CIVIL WAR IN WHICH THERE ARE 
RIGHTS AND WRONGS oN BOTH SIDES". } 


Fo NATURALLY IT HAS NOT ESCAPED GOVT*%S ATTENTION THAT 
THESE TWO SETS OF RECOMMENDATIONS ARE ‘MUTUALLY 
XCLUSIVE s 


8c FROM THIS GOVE ‘CONCLUDES THAT FOR PRESENT BRITISH 
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INTERESTS ARE BEST SERVED BY AVOIDING ‘CLOSE IDENTIFICETION 
WITH EITHER SIDE*AT LEAST UNTIL. MILITARY SUPERIORITY 

OF ONE OR OTHER IS CONVINCINGLY DEMONSTRATEDo KAISER 
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FM AMCONSUL KADUNA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 443 
INFO .AMEMBASSY .LAGOS ‘991 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 243 
AMCONSUL “ENUGU :272 
AMCONSUL IBADAN':259 

DIA ‘UNN 

CINCLANT ‘UNN | 
CINGSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 


L9- Hs 
sO COE 


UNCLAS KADUNA 189 


le NEW ‘NIGERIA (NN) AUGUST 16 ‘CARRIES EDITOR'S 
EXCLUSIVE..INTERVIEW WITH ‘GOWON ON SUBJECT LT. ‘COLONEL 
VICTOR BANJO» LEADER OF ‘MID-WEST REBEL ARMY. 


: 2« ACCORDING TO ‘NN GOWON SAID: "VICTOR BANJO IS A 
ce PERSONAL FRIEND OF ‘MINE« WE ‘TRAINED AT SANDHURST 
TOGETHERe HE IS A QUALIFIED ENGINEER» AND LIKE ALL 
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MEOBERS OF ‘HIS FAMILYs HE .IS A VERY INTELLIGENT ‘MANe 

BUT ‘HE IS ‘NOT iMUCH ‘OF A ‘SOLDIERe IT IS NOT ‘GIVEN ‘TO 

ALL MEN TO COMBINE ALL THE DESIRABLE QUALITIES® -HE 

IS ONE :OF ‘THE ‘OFFICERS WHO HELD VERY STRONG POLITICAL: 

VIEWS AND ‘HE IS ‘VERY MUGH INTERESTD IN POLITIESe HE 

| Is’ A LEFTIST AND: HIS “VIEWS OF ‘NIGERTAN AFFAIRS WERE 
COLOURED BY A DEEP ANTAGONISM .AGAINST WHAT iHE ‘USED 

TO CALL iHAUSA/FULANI ‘DOMINATIONe 


‘a . 
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30° AS AN INTELLIGENT MANs HE TENDED ‘70 BE VERY — 
ARGUMENTATIVEs HE IS AN .EXTREMISTo ‘HE COULD NOT 
SUFFER FOOLS GLADLY« HE ‘DID NOT THINK MUCH OF GENERAL 
IRONS! AND BECAUSE OF THIS» YHEY DID NOY GET ON AT 
ALL WELLo THIS ANTIPATHY GRADUALLY DEVELOPED INTO 
HATREDo I1T°S EFFECT LATER LED TO BANJO®S UNDOINGe | 

I ‘REMEMBER THAT ‘DURING THE ELECTION RUMPUS OF 1964, 

1 MET BANJO DISCUSSING POLITICS WITH OJUKWUo THEY 
ARGUED THAT ‘THE. ARMY OUGHT TO TAKE OVERe BANJO HOLDS 
THE VIEW THAT THE MASSES DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS GOOD FOR 
THEMs ‘THERE 1S AN ELITE THAT KNOWS WHAT THE MASSES 
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REALLY WANTs THE ELITE MUST THEREFORE TAKE OVER» 

THIS SUITED OUUKWU'S INORDINATE AMBITIONes AS .A 
GRADUATE; OJUKWU CAME TO THE AROY NOT BECAUSE HE 
BELIEVED IN IT AS A FORCE FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
COUNTRY» BUT FOR THE POWER WHICH IT :COULD ‘CONFER ON 
ANY GROUP OF OFFICERS WHO COULD SUBVERT IY FROM IvS 
TRUE DEFENSIVE ROLEo I WARNED THEMs ONCE THE ARMY 
TOOK PART IN POLITICSs THIS WOULD CREATE CHAOS IN 
THE COUNTRY» ONCE YOU ‘START A COUP», THE PROCESS 

WILL ‘CONTINUE TO SNOWBALL AND ITS EVIL ‘CONSEQUENCES 
WILL: RE DIFFICULT TO ARREST+ I REMINDED THEM THAT 
LOYALTY TO THE COUNTRY DEMANDED RESTRAINT ON THE 
PART OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCESo JY ASKED THEM 
TO’.COUNT ME OUT» AND NOTHING HAPPENED UNTIL 7966c.7> | 


4o YT) RETURNED FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM ‘ON £3TH ‘JANUARY 
1966¢ THE COUP TOOK PLACE ON $5THe Y MET BANJO ':ON 

THE 16THo HE WAS ARRESTED ON THE ORDER OF i180 
OFFICERS.» HE DENIED COMPLETELY ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
COUPe TRUEs I HAD RESERVATIONS THAT AN OFFICER OF ‘HIS 
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CALIBRE» -WETH SO MUCH INTEREST IN POLITICS» COULD ‘BE 
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IGNORANT ABOUT ITo 1 ‘COULD NOT HELP RECALLING THE 964 
EPISODE» ANYHOW, AS THE ADJUTANT ©GENERAL» I ORDERED 
HIS RELEASEo EVEN SO, IN THE TWO DAYS IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING “THE ‘COUP, BANJO WAS VERY FIDGETY.. THIS ‘MAY 
HAVE BEEN ‘DUE ‘TO Two FACTORSe EITHER HE DID NOT ‘GET 

THE PLACE PLANNED FOR HIMs IF HE KNEW ABOUT. THE PLANS, 
OR HE WAS SIMPLY ‘UPSET BECAUSE HE REALLY WAS ‘NOT IN 

THE KNOWe HOWEVER» THREE DAYS AFTER THE COUP», BANJO 
CAME TO THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS: GENERAL IRONSI WAS 
THERE»o KURUBO AND ANWUNA AND MYSELF WERE THERE. So 

WERE SEVERAL IBO OFFICERSe ANWUNA CAME ANDO REPORTED 
THAT BANJO HAD ‘COME ARMED TO KILL THE :‘GENERALe ASA 
RESULTs HE WAS ‘DISARMED .AND PUT UNDER .ARREST» SUSPICION 
WASs AT THAT TIMEs :SUFFICIENT.7CG LEAD TO HIS ARREST IN 
ORDER TO AVOID UNSETTLING THE SITUATION FURTHER. :SINCE 
HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY INTERROGATEDs, THERE WAS NO 
OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN ‘THE REAL FACTSe THIS WAS BECAUSE ‘SOON .AFTER 
HIS ARREST» HE WAS BUNDLED OFF TO THE EAST WHERE 

HE REMAINED. IN DETENTION UNTIL HE WaS RELEASED A’FEW 
DAYS AGO. 
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Se "WHEN I CAME TO OFFICE» I ASKED ‘THAT ‘HE BE BROUGHT 

TO LAGOS iMY DOUBT ABOUT HIS GULT HAD 'GROWN»s -AND I 

WANTED TO “FIND ‘OUT THE FACTS AND RELEASE--HiMe I WAS 

TOLD THAT |HE PREFERRED TO STAY WHERE 'HE WASe I ‘MADE 

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO ‘GET HIM TO LAGOS. BUT THE I'NFOR= 

MATION WAS ‘NOT ‘CONVEYED TO HIMe I KNOW THIS BECAUSE 

BANJO WROTE ME A LETTER ON JULY 190° A.LETTER WHICH I 

OrO NOT RECEIVE ‘UNTIL f2TH AUGUST® IN THIS LETTER» 

HE COMPLAINED AGAINST HIS ARREST AND ‘SAID ‘THAT IT ‘WAS 

| OUE: TO IBO MACHINATIONSe ‘HE ALSO STATEO THAT AS .AN a 

| OFFICER ‘OF THE NIGERIAN .ARMYs BOTH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: 

| AND ‘OUUKWU ‘HAD REFUSED “TO: GIVE HIM APART TO 

| PLAY IN THE COUNTRY’S. AFFAIRSo HE ASKED .ME-TO ‘SEND 

| HIS PASSPORT TO HIM TO ENABLE ‘HIM LEAVE THE COUNTRYe | 
IN VIEW OF MY ATTEMPTS TO GET HIM RELEASED, HIS 
ASSUMPTION. THAT THE FEDERAL: GOVERNMENT ‘DENIED HIM A 


PART WAS ‘UNFOUNDEDe BE THAT -AS IT MAYs I FIND IT 
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HARD YO EXPLAIN THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE MAN I KNOWe IT 
MAY BE THAT HE {£S UNDERTAKING HiS ASSIGNMENT ‘UNDER 
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PRESSURE, OR HE IS DOING I7°TO SPITE THE FEDERAL MILITARY 
GOVERNMENTc I ‘CANNOT KNOW WHICH FACTOR IS REALLY 

WORKING ON HIMo ON THE OTHER HAND» HE -MAY BE ‘THINKING 
THAT WHAT ‘HE IE DOING IS "PLAYING .A PART IN THE AFFAIRS 
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INFO AMEMBASSY PARTS PRIORITY 148 
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AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 1-28 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 31% © 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 323 
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CINCLANT 

DIA 


L9-SI-8 


S ECR E‘T ENUGU 347 
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REF: ENUGU 314 (NOTAL) 


te EVENING AUGUST 14 AMCIT ‘JUAN CORREA (SUBJECT ‘OF ‘REFTEL } ‘TOLD 
CONSULATE OFFICER THAT BIAFRAN AIR FORCE (BAF } NOW RPT ‘NOW 

PREPARING BOMBING ATTACKS ON LAGOSe ‘SAID HE VERY .CONGERNE:D 

ABOUT AMERICANS IN LAGOS AND HOPED THAT MOST :HAD © ALREADY 

DEPARTED. ACCORDING TO .CORREAs ATTACKS WOULD ‘TAKE ‘PLACE - AT 
NIGHTs HE NOT CERTAIN WHEN THEY One ane BEGIN BUT ‘SAID © sae 


AMERICANS HAD "LESS THAN THREE DAYS" EVACUATE ‘CITY« 
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2. CORREA A SO -SAID BAF HAS AIRsSURFACE ROCKETS AND THAT .ARMY 
WAS SCHEDULED TO TEST SURFACE“SURFACE ROCKET FOR INFANTRY USE 
ON AUGUST j4e HE DID NOT KNOW RESULTS OF TESTo (COMMENTS 

ON AUGUST {4 TWO EXPATS REPORTED SEEING p+26 SHORTLY AFTER 
TAKEOFF WITH FOUR OR SIX ROCKETeLIKE OBJECTS ‘UNDER EACH WINGe 
EVENING AUGUSY 14 ‘CONSULATE OFFICER SAW ‘BAF B+26 AIRCRAFT 
PRACTICING LOWSLEVEL ATTACK RUNS 'NEAR ENUGUo} 


30 CORREA ALSO CLAIMED THAT FMG HAS WITHDRAWN ONE BATTALION 
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FROM BONNY AND TWO BATTALIONS FROM NSUKKA ‘SECTOR SAtD ‘THESE 
TROOPS TO BE USED FOR DEFENSE OF LAGOS*® CORREA ASSURED BY 
WERITENDS" THaT FMG FORCE AT BONNY WILL BE NEUTRALYZED VERY 
SHORTLYe ALSO SAitn BIAFRAN ARMY DID ‘(NOT RPT NOT ‘PLAN ‘STRIKE 
TOWARD MAKURDI AT PRESENT BUT WAS PREPARING FOR INFANTRY 
ATTACK “ESLEWHERE o! 


He COMMENT: CONSULATE UNABLE EVALUATE CORREA‘S STATEMENTS ° 
HOWEVER» HE TRAVELS IN COMPANY OF NUMEROUS MIDDLE-GRADE OFFICERS 
WITH WHOM He ON FERST-NAME BASIS AND FROM WHOM WE BELIEVE iHE 
ACQUIRES HIS INFOo WE TOLD BY PEOPLE WHO ATTEND ‘MILITARY. 
COUNCIL MEETINGS THAT BOMBING OF LAGOS HAS BEEN ACTIVELY 
CONSIDERED» 
GP» | 
BARNARD 
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ALL NORMAL ©NUGUs WO SIGN MILITARY ACTIVITY* UNDERSTAND 

FROM TRAVELLERS THAT THERE NO RPT NO DIFFICULTY DRIVING TO 

OR 

FROM RENIN, TRAFFIC STILL MOVING FREELY: IN“ ENUGU-WITH NO eB Bia 
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RPT NO ROADCHECKS EVEN AT NIGHTe VISITOR FROM PORT H:RCOURT 
SAID ALE QUIET THERE. . ; 
BARNARDe 
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| JOSEPH Ye RESNICK Caer " OFSTRICT OFFICES; bee 
| i : : ; aay Povanxcersic, New Yorn: 
H - fe COMMITTEES, : : ‘ 3 ‘ one 70 Manner Street . 
: : ‘ : fe hey s 3 Prone: 014-452-4468 ee 
| AGRICULTURE Congress of the United States ene 63 
i CHAIRMAN: Suncommitrne on Sas, oF : pets Rae ate iaies 
J RURAL DEVELOPMENT ©” Douse of Representatives 
! " VETERANS! AFFAIRS : . ddd oes a Sacre i 
care ® Washington, D.C. 20515 - Prone, 018-828-1200 - eS 
ee ee 7 = ACTION 
As a) August 16, 1967 > PC! ie aoe: Is assigned to . 
jhe Tho Honorable Joseph Palmer 2d saat AF | 
ae Assistant Secretary of Stato - are ee ae: ore 1 
oe For African Affairs iqe Sen? Ss ae : # 
oe _ Department of State ae ef AT me 
Pe Washington, D. C, yet "4 Loe 
i “ : a Taey) *s a & : , 
| 4 Dear Mr. Assistant Secretary: | A y | 
ee ON several occasions in recent weeks ‘J have written you : : 
a regarding disturbing developments in what appears to be an Rah ve 
| - increasingly friondly relationship betwoon Niperia and the Soviet ee © 
Union, ; 15 sous | 
Tt has now come to my attontion that there aro nt this 
| time 113 citizens of the Sovict Union who are enroute to Nigoria, _ 
i I am onclosing a list of the names, passport numbers and birth 
7 dates of 26 of these Russians, Coming on top of the shipment of ' 
Czechosiovakian aircraft to Nigoria, the arrival of this Russian 
| -force in West Africa is a most alarming deve lopment, , 
} I am deeply concerned to learn of this latest occurrence, a, 
Is our, government aware that this has beon going on, and if so, | 
be go wo Know who:these. people arc? Are thoy scientists? Tochnicinns? - if 
1s ‘Are they military or civilian personnel? Tho Niperian povernment’ _ : 

- | ‘has said that “thore is a cultural oxchange program underway between oom mi 
hae taethom atid the Soviet Union, Do wo know: that this is actually so, , ah y 
fo “stand are these people a part of this program, or is this the fy sail 
ae ‘ _tdibepinning of suiitieal intervention by Russia into Nigeria's internal ° ai 
ol yey akfairs? 6. foe 
oe ea re 2 i: 
J ee Wet aie, Up to tho-prosent time, the Russians have stayod out of ; vie 
i % . Nigeria. The“¥act that they are going in now, Suddenly, during Ab 
Te “<a time of upheaval and civil war loads me to. the assumption that | aA 
: Se. they are beginning to’ fish in troublod waters onco again, a 
vies oe te ee as ae wae , a aa 

ee. %, Within the last few weeks I havo brought to the attention of. 
cae a ‘+ the State Department two trips to Moscow led by Edwin Ogbu, Nigoria's fe if: ‘ 
ef, & _.  Pormanent Secretary for Forolen Affairs, I alleged that these envoys .. ed 
oa 3 . . Wore seoking Russian arms and other aid in their internal conflict, — ag af 
pee, TR a ’ | This was denied, ‘and the reason Riven for the trips was that the: =! “i 
By eae ae {\vl visitors were on a cultural mission, Considering that Nigeria is. - tei ce 7 
oe ee A iB presently at war, I think this is a strange time to expect.a cultural ae aaa 
! i gne® *. mission to suddenly arrive in Lagos, and I fool that my carlier ; 
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S — C RNL T SECTION 10F 2 9339 AUG 67 ‘SGD HALLIGAN COUNTRY: NIGERIA 
SUBJECT: UPDATE (CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL :‘SITUATION® DIA FOR DIACOs 
CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2-Ce DA FOR ACSI. 


le [TN COURSE CONVERSATION WITH DATT MORNING 16 AUGUST, DATT 
SOURCE OMO RARE REVEALED FOLLOWING: 
&e BASED ON ‘CONTINUING DETAILED ESTIMATE EASTERN MIL SITUATION 
MiD=WESTs FMG APPRCACH PROBLEM NOW SEEMS HAVE UNDERGONE ‘CON=- 
SIDERABLE ‘CHANGE IN ORIENTATIONe INITIALLY, GOWON DISPOSED 
a CONTAIN EASTERN FORCES BY BLOCKING IN STRENGTH ON MAJOR 
AVENUES APPROACH LEADING FROM MID-WEST TO WEST OR NORTH ‘WHILE 
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DENYING USE MID=WEST PORTS BY BLOCKING ESCRAVOS AND FORCADOS 

RTVERSe CONCEPT WAS IT UNWISE FMG TIE ITSELF DOWN EXTENSIVE i | 

| OPERATIONS MID-WEST TO DETRIMENT PLANNED OPERATIONS EAST | 

PROPER (PORT HARCOURTIENUGU): NOWs HOWEVER, THERE DEFINITE 

INDICATION FMG PLANS "GO FOR KEY PORTIONS MID*WEST,NOW AND. . 2 es 
IN FORCE"+ SOURCE (PROMINENT NON«1BO ‘MIDs ss ESTERNER} ‘SAID PMG 


MORO 9y 


SA 
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HAS DECIDED DELAYING OPERATIONS [LN . MLDes WEST WOULD ONLY: ALLOW 
CJUKWU TIME STRENGTHEN OVERALL : ROSLTL-ON SAND . DEFENSES “EN :AREA © 
-THUSs (FUTURE OPERATIONS - IN AREA WOULD : NOT cONLY BE MORE ‘OTF FIECULT 
AT LATER ‘DATE -BUT ‘CONT:LNUED EASTERN PRESENCE MTD = WEST MIGHT: 

WELL -INTERF 
ERE WITH ‘CONDUCT .CURRENT -AND -RLANNED cRMG . MEL ‘ORS 
AREAS ADJACENT 7 MLD = “WEST * 


Teh FMG FORCES ORIGINALLY Naess reNeo (BLOCKING AND “CONTATN= 
MENT DUTEE'S NOW BEING REALIGNED AND REINFORCED :FOR ‘OFEENSTVE 
EMPLOYMENT INTO .SZKECTED AREAS MID*WEST» -VMORE ‘ON. :CURRENT™. 
DEPLOYMENT FMG TROOPS -LATER <bN MSG). -SOURGE ‘SAID WWE MUST! 
RETAKE BENIN QUICKLY -AS POSS.LBLE">» SOURCE ‘SAT EMG ‘BELTEVED 
MAJOR EASTERN STRENGTH AT BENDN AND WARRI .BWT THAT SYTHE VERY 
THIN AND “LLL «EQUIPPED “ELSEWHERE".s 
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Co ALTHOUGH - “RECOGNIZING ‘SITUATION cEN WEST “(EMPHASES -LBADAN } 
UNSETTLED: AS RESULT ‘CHANGE “MIDWEST TTS "EMG pecaae IT 
DATT ASKED SOURCE DIRE CTLY 
SUPPORT ‘AWO.« (SOURCE HAS” EXPRESSED RESERVED DISTRUST WO IN 
PAST) + ‘THES ‘TIME, HOWEVER, THERE “NO. HES ETAT ION AT ALL. @HE: 

SAID» QuoTE WE WILL GO OUR WAY LNTHTS » “THINGe ‘HE IS - NOW | ‘TOO 
‘DEEPLY “COMMITTED ‘TO GET OUT: -BASTICY . UNGUOTE 

De HE THOUGHT’ POTENT EAL ¢ ‘FOR .ACTIVE OPPOSITION TOCRASTERN . 
‘FORCES ‘ON ‘PART -‘NON@EBO MID = -WESTERNERS VERY -GREAT AND WOULD: BE 
“EXPLOITED MERY -RAP-TDLY .BY FMGe 

Ee FMGs TF -AND WHEN iEJOOR ;CIF HE -STLEL ALIVE) RETURNS ¢FMG™- 
CONTROL WILL -NOT ‘RETURN :HIM. TO. POSITION «GOVERNOR :MI 0» WEST 
STATEs ‘SOURCE (CHWO.NOW MERY -DESENCHANGED ‘WITH :EYOOR A. ‘BACT. 
THAT VERY ‘PROBABLY ALSO. REFLECTS .GOWON 'S MI'EW OF ; SETURTION: 
sSAID QUOTE «HE -HAS ‘DEMONSTRATED :HE NOT AT -ALL (STRONG -ENOUGH - 
FOR SUCH ASS.LGNMENT: ‘THEREFORE : WE WILL: REASSEGN:. HIM “Te STANDARD 
MILITARY DUTIES. UNGUOTE’s 

Fe DATT COMMENT: WITH RESPECT: “REPORTIEO:.CHANGE ° ‘MG "CONCEPT 
OPERATIONS : ‘AGAINST. - EAST, WATCH WILL -BE KEPT “EMG TROQP. ‘DERUOWMENT 
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PAGE 4 RUTALS 1569/1CC SECRET es 
AND ACTIVITIES ESTiBLISHED EASTERN FRONTS+ AS HAS BEEN ‘NOTED 
PRIOR MESSAGES» AND AS NOTED PAR 2s FOLLOWING» ONE BN ‘FROM 
BONNY (SIXTH UNDER MAJOR JALO TO ESCRAVOS! AND ONE BN-FROM. 
O30L0 EKE FRONT (TRKIRD TO OKENE) HAVE ALREADY BEEN REGEPLOYED 
TO MIDeWESTERN FRONTS FROM EASTERN FRONTS» IF THESE UNITS INOT. 


REPLACED ON EASTERN FRONTS IT WOULD SEEM FMG EASTERN FRONTS 
COULD REVERT TO ESSENTIALLY HOLDING ROLE UNTIL MID-WESTERN 
OPERATIONS UNDER WY. ON OTHER HAND, IF SUFFICIENT RESERVES 
EXTST TO REPLACE UNITS REMOVED FROM EASTERN FRONT AND ‘STILL’ 
SUPPLY ADDITIONALLY REQUIRED OFFENSIVE UNITS FOR MID«WESTERN 
FRONTSs EASTERN OFFENSIVE CAN NOT BE RULED OUT COMPLETELY .s 

BY AND LARGE, HOWEVERs DaTT EXPECTS THAT FOR IMMEDIATE ‘FUTURE 
AT LEAST FMG WILL KEEP PRESSURE ON ‘EXISTING FRONTS AND EXPLOIT 


OPENINGS THAT MAY OCCUR+ IMMEDIATE MAJOR FMG OFFENSIVE .ON EASTERN 
FRONTS (UNLESS IMMINENT USE MORE SOPHISTICATED FMG AIR -PLANES 
OPECZ R oa 

OAD TO ENUGU OR HARCOURT) NOT CONSIDERED HIGH ON LIST 


PROBASTILITIESs 


2e IN ADDITION TO. NEW LOCATIONS THIRD AND SIXTH BATTALIONS NOTED 
ABOVEs FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL OB CHANGES NOTED: | WE Od 
AeFMG? 
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(1) THIRD BN OKENE BEING REINFORCED BY ADDITION NEW -PANHARD 
ARMOED CARS. 

(2) HQ ELEVENTH BN FORMERLY GIVEN OWO NOW ESTABLISHED .AKURE 
THIRTY ONE MILES WEST OWO ROUTE NINEe TWO COMPANIES ELEVENTH 

AT OWO REINFORCED BY ONE NORTHERN COMPANY PARENT BN ‘PRESENTLY 
UNIDENTIFIED» OTHEP TWO ‘COMPANIES ELEVENTH REMAIN ‘SOBE AND | 
ISHUA» a 

(3) HEAVY BUILDUP FMG FORCES NOTED ROUTE S]X ORE AND EASTWARDs 
FORWARD (EASTERNMOST) UNIT THIS AREA 'FMG NINTH BN {BN DESIGNATION 
ERRONEOUSLY CARRIED AT BONNY) NUCLEUS OF WHICH TWO'COMPANTES: > | 


FROM ONE OF FEDERAL GUARD BNS PLUS OTHERS FILLER TO EQUIVALENT! « 


THREE. COMPANIES PLUS« THIS BN,» AFTER FIGHT le/13 AUGUST © 
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(SEE PAR 3, - FOLLOWING) HA®s CONTINUED “LOW: ADVANCE, WITH: “TWO: 
COMPANIES ON AXIS ROUTE S1X°* AND: ONE SOUTH A'ND PARALLEL ‘ROUTE 
S1Xs TO POINT WHERE: IT NOW RELIEVED THEY AT LEAST SEVERAL: 
MILES INTO: MID» “WEST AT POINT BETWEEN BAST VILLAGE OF OSU 
(O646NG5Q9E) AND: VILLAGE 1GBOGO( 264 1NO522E)) BEHING (WEST) 
NINTH BNs ALSO: ON ROUTE SIX AT ORE (@GYSNO453E). 1S BN SIZE 
SUNIDENTIFIED }: FORCE APPROX EIGHT HUNDRED MEN»: EQUIPMENT - ETC. 
ALL APPEARANCES: INDICATE BUILDUP FOR FMG OFFENSIVE INTOUMID=: 
WEST ALONG: AXIS: ROUTE SIX» 
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t SECTION 20F 2@ @339 AUG 67¢ SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY? ‘NIGERIA 


SUBJECT UPDATE CURRENT FMG@/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe OLA FOR ‘DIACO. 
CINCSYRIKe FOR STRUGeCe DA FOR ACSI. 


4) THREE FMG BNS AT BONNY UNDER LTC ADEKUNLE ARE SEVENTH, 
LiGHTH AND NINE UNIDENTIFIED » 
3. EASTERN FORCES: ELEVENTH BN GNITSHA TO MID=sWEST« 


3« WITH RESPECT SIGNIFICANT €IN VIEW FACT THIS MAY WELL ‘TURN 
Ouv TO HAVE BEEN BATTLE FOR LAGOS SINCE IF EASTERN TROOPS HAD 
MADE WAY WESTWARD SITUATION IN LAGOS WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY 
SYRATNED AY ATIME; BAYTLE FMG VERSUS EASTERN FORCES EAST OF 
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GRE AY OFOSU PERION 12/753 AUGs ITT fUcK»! CORRESPONDENT 

JOH PARKER, WHOSE REPORTS FROM OTHER FRONTS THIS WAR HAVE 
TURNED Cut SE MOST ACCURATEs RETURNED | AGOS FROM GRE LATE 
15 AUS AND SAVE THIS ACCGUNT RATTLE TO DE ENSE ADVISOR ‘UMKo- 
HiGh COMMISSTIONE LAGOSs {UNNECESSARY S05 IMITTEDe ITEMS 
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PARENTHESIS DATTS EXPLANATORY NOTES) QUOTE AT 122300Z-TWO 
EASTERN RIFLE COMPANIES FROM EASTERN ELEVENTH BN FORMERLY _ 
STATION ONITSHA SUPPORTE BY TWO 105MM -HOWS (FORMERLY ASSTGNED 

BY FMG YO FOURTH AREA COMMAND BENING)» 81MM MORTARS AND ‘ONE‘IHOME 
MADE ARMORED CAR (DUMP TRUCK BODYs STEEL PLATEDs ONE MG MOUNTED )» 
ATTACKED FEDERAL FORCE CONSISTING TWO ‘COMPANIES FEDERAL ‘GUARDs 
NOW IN NINTH BNs aT OFOSU ON NEW BENIN/LAGOS :-ROAD.s ‘HEAVY 
FIGHTING CONTD FOR TWELVE HOURS AND ATTACK BEATEN OFF, -ARMORED 
CAR DESTROYED (MOLOTOVE COCKTAIL) AND EASTERN FORCES ‘SUFFERED 

AY LEAST 1@@ KILLED INCLUDING ‘CAPTAINe FEDERAL FORCES 

SUFFERED FIVE KILLED INCLUDING ONE COMPANY SGT MAJOR« :WHEN 

AMMO ALMOST EXHAUSTED FEDERAL FORCES PULLED BACK ‘TO ORE AND» 
WAITED FOR REINFORrEMENTS+s WHEN THESE ARRIVED FEDERAL “FORCES 
ADVANCED AGAIN WITHOUT OPPOSITION AND .LEADING ‘TROOPS NOW .APPROX 
TEN MILES EAST OFOSU INTO MIDWEST*® IN ORE ON 15 AUGUST: THERE 
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APPROX 80% EXPERIENCED FEDERAL TROOPS AS WELL AS MUCH :CAPTURED: 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDING TWO LANDROVERS»s FEDERAL TROOPS SAID ‘THEY. 
CAPTURED THE TWO }@5MM HOWITZERS BUT ‘THEY WERE NOT AT ORE: ANY. 
LONGER UNQUOTE« 


4o REF PAR 4s MY SECRET NOFORN MESSAGE '@336 AUG 67+ AS ‘OF 
$699 LOCAL TIME ‘TODAY CRATES UNLOADEDs IN ADDITION» ‘NORWEGIAN 
FLAG VESSEL HOEGH BISCAY WHICH ARRIVED LAGOS 16 AGU ‘SEEN : 
TO HAVE. TWO CRATES QUITE SIMILAR TO THOSE DESCRIBED REF ‘PAR 
ON DECKe DAO OBSERVER» HOWEVER» BELIEVE ‘CRATES ON BISCAY 
CONTAIN ‘COMMERCIAL VEHICLES» WORD IT ‘THESE CRATES ALSO CON®= 
SIGNED LaGOSe 


5c REF PAR 2» ENUGU 35% AUG {Se LT WTREKUNLE IN HIS.:STTREP 7 
FROM BONNY AS OF 2080 LOCAL £5 AUGUST ‘REPORTED HE -HAD 'UNDERGONE 

: QUOTE HEAVY AIR ATTACKS UNQUOTE EN MID*AFTERNOON AFTER: ‘PERIOD | 
APPROX THIRTY MINUTE OBSERVATION BY: EASTERN QUOTE ‘OBSERVATION : 
PLANE UNQUOTE® NO DAMAGE ‘REPORTED IN :SITREPe :GR=3e 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE: WASHDC ‘PRIORITY .6657 

INFOQ AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 1504 

AMEMBASSY .ACCRA 1811 

AMCONSUL ENUGU 1858 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 1122 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 14172 


S.—EC R ET LAGOS 151 Pay 


LIMDIS . ie” poo 9 M 


REF: STATE 13738 (NOTAL) AND 206055 LAGOS: 1483. 


le ANKRAH IS PERHAPS ONLY OUTSIDER WHO ‘NOW ‘HAS DIRECT’ .LINES: 

OF COMMUNICATION. TQ -BOTH -GOWON AND OJUKWU* TI ‘FULLY AGREE THAT 
ANKRAH ‘SHOULD BE ‘ENCOURAGED ‘TO KEEP : ‘HES .LINES ‘OPEN IN IHOPE THAT 
HE CAN AT :SOME STAGE PLAY HELPFUL: ROLE® .IT :SHOULD .BE. ‘NOTED, 
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HOWEVER» THAT INCREASINGLY PRO*=BIAFRAN VIEWS ‘OF iSOME ‘GHANATAN 
NEWSPAPERS TS RESENTED IN LAGOS» .AND .ANKRAH: IS ‘NOW LESS ACCEPTABLE: 
TO FMG .AS :GO- BETWEEN: THAN :HE. WAS -EVEN :MONTH : AGO. 


2e i SHARE DOUBTS ‘EXPRESSED BY. ‘DEPARTMENT AND ‘BY MY | UK ‘COLLEAGUE 
(LAGOS 1483) THAT EITHER GOWON OR ‘OUUKWU BS.:NOW. IN ‘MOOD ‘FOR’ 
SERIOUS ‘NEGOTIATIONS BOTH APPEAR ‘CONVINCED ° THAT -THEY 'CAN 
STRENGTHEN RESPECTIVE ‘POSTTIONS BY ‘FURTHER MILITARY ACTIONe JUNTEL! 
THEIR CONVICTIONS’ SHAKEN BY MAJOR ‘BREAK THROUGH ‘BY IONE: ‘SIDE OR: 
OTHER OR BY PROLONGED ‘STALEMATES MEDIATORY ‘EFFORTS “RROM ANY’ 
GARTER NOT LIKELY BE ‘PRODUCTIVE. 
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"0 SECSTATE WASHDC PRIGRITY 374 % 
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AMCONSUL ENUGU 794 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 295 


o 


REF: {IBADAN 174-7 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE -TBADAN ®7 oo ve 
i Live” 
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? 


1: WESTERN Milo GOVe BRIGe AREBATO LAST NYGHT Mone FOL. aN ING 
STATEMENT {UNESSENTIAL WORDS OMITTE NS}: SRE Re 
REACHED HIS EXCELLENCY THAT SMe NOs YORUBR AS LPEA 
IN COLLABORATION WITH :‘SOMF YORVEA ELEMERTS aRS FRING 


: PAGE 2 RUTALS “87Be CONF PT RDEN GT 5 eM Rae GS ee WE 
EXPLOIT? PRESENT SITUATION TC CAUSE TROUBLE TM TRAm AM» 

<T ALSO UNDERSTOOD SOME INNOCENT PepSONS ATEN MALE sree 

i THROUGHO 

1 Uy TODAY BUT IN VIEW GRAVE SITYATION IN AND AROUND 

| TOWNs DUSK TO DAWN CURFEW IMPOSED IN AREAS iN AND 

AROUND IBADAN BETWEEN HOURS OF 9 Pome AND 7 AuMs WITH 


EFFECT FROM TONIGHT MONDAYs AUGUST i142 1967+ MILITARY 
GOVERNOR HAS GIVEN POWERS OF ARREST WITHOUT WARRANT 7 
ALL MILITARY AND POLICE PERSONNEL» IF SITUATION PCFS NOT 


i 
‘ 


ae LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


: Aathority” i 
py Wea RA Date _| 
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PAG #2 IBADAN @6287 1513a92 


IMPROVE BY 15THs AREAS IN AND AROUND IBADAN MAY BE DECL«RED 
MILITARY AREA®* 


2. WESTERN POLICE COMMISSIONER OLUFUNWA ADDRESSED Hausa 
COMMUNITY YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND WARNED THEM AGAYNST 
ENGAGING IN ANY UNRULY ACTSe HE SArD REPORTS Had 

REACHED HIM THAT ‘CERTAIN HAUSAS HAD TAKEN LAW INTO OWN 
HANDS AND WERE GOING ABOUT MOLESTING INNOCENT CITIZENS; 

IT DUTY OF ALL LAWkABIDING CITIZENS COOPERATE WITH LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES BY REPORTING TROUBLE MAKER TO POLICE. 
LEADER OF HAUSA COMMUNITY IN REPLY WARNED HAUSAS AGAINST 
DOING ANYTHING DAMsGE THEIR REPUTATYONe® HE SAID GOVERNMENT 
WOULD DEaL SEVERLY WITH ANY HAUSA CAUGHT IN UNLAWFUL BCT. 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 8788 CO F Y DENT loa kL LIimITED OFFICIAL USE 

3e AT 7 PoMe CONSULATE OFFICER PASSED BY HAUSA QUARTER AND ‘NOTICED 
APPROXIMATELY SIXTY YORUBA TROOPS DRAWN .UP WITH FIXED 

BAYONETS BEING ADDRESSED BY 2ND AREA COMMANDER ‘COL © 

OBASANJDe APPARENTLY THESE TROOPS WERE USED SEak OFF HAUSA 

QUARTER OF SMALL OF BDHC NOTICED THEM IN SMaLL GROUPS 

WHEN HE PASSED SAME AREA AT 83815¢ 


4o ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF POLICE OMITOLa« ‘TOLD ‘CONSUL TE 
OFFICER THIS MORNING THAT THERE NO FURTHER REPORTS OF 

jen INCIDENTS* HE CONFIRMED TWO DEATHS SINCE .SATURDAY NIGHT AND 
SAID THAT NUMBER OF LOCAL THUGS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF -SYTUATION TO 
STEAL AND BEAT UP CITIZENS FOR MONEY. 


Se NO REPORTS OF AN. AMERICANS OR OTHER EXPATS BEING MOLESTEDo 


6e COMMENT: ACTION OF ADEBAYO IN THIS LaTEST BREAKDOWN OF .LAW 

AND ORDER LESS FORCEFUL THAN HIS ROLE IN DUGBE MARKET RiOT {}BADAN f{ 
4 }o 

AT THAT TIME HE APPEARED AT SCENE OF RIOT WITHIN MINUTES AFTER IT BE 
AN» | 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE IMMEDIATELY THERAFTER»s AND PERSONALLY 
ADDRESSED BOTH HAUSA AND IBO COMMUNITIES. NEVERTHELESS HiS 
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PAGE 4 RUTALS @&87BB CONF EO EONS SoA AES TED ‘OFFICIAL USE 
STATEMENT COUPLED WITH ACTIONS OF AREA MILiTARY ‘COMMANDER 
OBASANJO AND POLICE COMMISSIONER OLUFUNWA DO APPEAR ‘To HAVE 
BROUGHT SITUATION UNDER CONTROL FOR ‘PRESENT o 


EXEMPT o ‘STRONG 
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ACTION AF ay oes . es 
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oH @BANTC. BLP 64 sPER o21SP. 92,5¢S ®2ASCA O2sSS :354SY B3IsALD 3B, 


“GPM 2348¢ @ baSAH, Beak. %3eNSC La@sINR B7sFBO @190C ‘O9sRSC G1, 


| RAR BSR @1,0RM “3/10 2baPC 159/211 Ww 


P 1513092 AUG 87 - Gs 


INFO -AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 372° 


:e 0 No F i 2 &: N t 1 A L TBADAN BR 
ae CauLeD ON BRIG ADEBAYO THIS MORNING TO REVIEW -URRENT 
 SETUATION, IN. WEST “FOLLOWING POINTS EMERGED: 


Qe ADERAYO. SAID” THAT ‘TROUBLE IN IBADAN.IN LAST THREE DAYS CAUSED 


Jos BY SOME” HAUSAS): INCLUDING SOME HAUSA ‘SOLDIERSs HUNTING OUT AND 
BEATING» 


UP. TBOSs ~ WTHEY, WANTED. TO KILL THEMel!! THIS STARTED ‘SPORADICALLY 


Bur. NEEM SITUATION SOT WORSE. YESTERDAY s HE DECIDED FIRM ACTION 


eke re RUTANS OR8BB- '€: Q. Ny ee D ENTIAL 
NECESSARY, TO" BRING IT UNDER CONTROL» HE ORDERED SOLDIERS 


BACK TO. ‘BARRACKS: AND LATER ( AROUND AGB) ANNOUNCED CURFEWe 


HE BELIEVED: THIS. AND ‘POLICE AND MILITARY ACTIONS ALREADY REPORTED 
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HAD BROUGHT SITUATION UNDER CONTROL ANU Saw NO NEED DECLARE 
IRADAN "A MILITARY AREA” {IBADAN 87}0 HE CONFIRMED THAT OFFICIAL 


3: AS TO FUTURE», HE PLANNING CONTINUE CURFEW BUT CHANGE HOURS 
TO 7 PoMe"TO 7 AoMs THIS TO ANNOUNCED VODAYs THOSE HAVING 
LEGITIMATE BUSINESS DURING THESE HOURS W1Lt BE GIVEN POLICE 
PASSES« HE THEN TOLD ME AND ASKED ME TO KEEP if CONF TDENTIAL 
UNTIL ANNOUNCED» PROBABLY WITHIN NEXT 48 HOURS» THAT 

HE PLANNING GATHER ALi: TBOS {EASTERN AND MID-WESTERN: 

INTO CERTAIN COLLECTION PGINYS WITH VIEW To EVACUATING THEM 
FROM WEST TDTO NOT SAY HOWs WHEN OR WHERE:. WAS CLOSFNG 
SEVERAL OF LARGER SCHOOLS EARLY FOR THIS PURPOSEs ONLY 1B0S8 
WILL RE aAFFECTEDe UNTIL THEY COULD BE EVACUATEDs IY WAS 

MiS DUTY ASSURE THEIR PROTECTION “EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE SOME 
TROUBLEMAKERS AMONG THEMo" 


3TH « 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 688BB CONF } DENTIAL 
4, ‘ON WIDER SCENE HE SAID THAT “AS LONG AS { WEAR THIS UNTFORM® 
IT MY DUTY ‘SUPPORT FMG EFFORT TO MAINTAIN -UNITY OF FEDERATION 
AND “HE WOULD DO SO WITH ALL FORCE AY HiS DISPOSAL. sald 
THERE HAD BEEN BLOODY BATTLE NEAR MID-WEST BORDER FAST OF ORE 
AND THAT FMG FORCES HAD SHOWN MiD=WEST FORCES THAT ANY EFFORT 
te ENTER WEST WOULD BE STRONGLY RESISTEDc™ SAID ELEMENTS OF 
ae: 11TH BN TOOK PART IN ENGAGEMENT o 


Se HE “ADE NO PREDICTION AS TO HOW LONG. F MG EFFORT WOU D 
TAKE BUT SAID IT’ WOULD BE PURSUED» SMMED SOMEWHAT WERVYOUS 
AND CERTAINLY DID NOT EXUDE CONFIDENCE> 


60 I MENTIONED AMBASSADOR MAYHEWS* REMARKS TO TARKA ON QUR 
RECOGNIZING ONLY ONE GOVT IN NIGERIA» THAT OF GOWON» AND 
ADEBAYO EXPRESSED aPPRECIATION US POSITION» 


7e FINALLY HE SATO -HE SAW NO DANGER ‘YO aMCIYYS IN WEST aT 
THIS TIMEo IFs "GOD FORBID* THERE SHOULD BE IN FUYTURFs HE 
WOULD GIVE ME AS MUCH ADVANCE WARNING AS HE COULDe MEANWHILE 
BEST ADVICE TO AMCIYS IS TO KEEP CALM -AND GO AS0UY NORMAL 
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BUSINESS « 


gs COMMENT?! ADEBaYO WAS CERTAINLY CORDIAL AND MADE ALL OF 


CORRECT NOISESe I IMAGINE HE SINCERE IN WANTING ‘KEEP LID ‘ON 


SITUATION HERE* FEAR» HOWEVERs THAT HIS PLAN ‘TO ‘ROUND UP AND 
EVACUATE IB0S WILL NOT PROVE REASSURING TO OTHER ‘NON=YORUBAS 
AND WILL CAUSE DIFFICULTIES FOR THOSE PRIVATE AND PUBLI ; 
EMPLOYERS STILL HAVING 130 EMPLOYEESe MOREOVERs YORUBAS WILL 
35 DIVIDED OVER ADEBAYO'S ACTIONs WITH AG ACTIVISTS PREDICTABLY 


CRITICAL 


9. FOR LAGOS! CONSULATE» AIOs USIS, PEACE CORPS AND INDIVIDUAL 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS EMPLOY NUMBER OF MID-WEST AND ‘SOME OTHER IB0S* 


BRITISH. IN SIMILAR POSITION AND SEEKING GUIDANCE FROM HI COM/LAGOS 


‘ON ANY EFFORTS THAT MIGHT BE MADE IN INTEREST THEIR 1n0 


EMPLOYEES WELFARE+ APPRECIATE EMBASSY GUIDANCE+ 


GP egs . STRONG: 
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REF: IBADAN 32 pol 


me TOLD ASST USAID DIRECTOR ON AUGUST 15 THAT HE CONSIDERS PRE 
SENT SITUATION IN IBAAN DOES NOT WARRANT IMPOSITION :OF CURFEW 
LAGOS HAS ay WORSE PROBLEM AND DOES NOT HAVE ‘FORMAL CURFEWo 
ADEBAYO JUST RUBBER STAMP GOVERNORe ‘REAL PURPOSE OF ‘CURFEW 
Is To PROTECT 1JEBUS NOT IBOS» HE NOTED BOTH POLICE COMMISS- 
TONER OLSUNWA AND SEC TO MILGOVT OpUMOSU ARE IJEBUS AND FEED 
ADEBAYO CID REPORTS WHICH INDICATE THAT IBADAN PEOPLE ‘WITH 
HELP OF HAUSAS ARE PLANNING DRIVE ILJEBUS OUT OF IBADANo 


@o AKINJIDE CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN GOWON TWICE IN PAST IWEEK» 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 89BB CONFIDENTIAL — / 
THOUGH SUBJECT OF CONVERSATIONS. NOT REVEALEDe AKINUIDE SATO 


SORGMAGED BY gee 
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) NORTH HAS 25 BNSe ADEBAYO HAS ASKED FOR TWO BNS NORTHERN 

i TROOPSo SOME HAVE ALREADY ARRIVED AND MORE ARE TO COME 

: GOWON HAS ORDERED WEST TO STOP RECRUITING FOR ARMY AS ‘YORUBAS 

‘ ARE WORTHLESS AS SOLDIERSe MaJORITY OF THOSE RECRUITED HAVE 

: ALREADY DESERTED ACCORDING AKINJIDE. ONLY REAL ‘SOLDIERS IN 

i ~ COUNTRY ARE TIVS» WHO CONSTITUTE SEVENTY PERCENT ‘NORTHERN. ARMY o 


Be AKENGEDE SATD .AWO WAS FORCED MaKkE. .HIS:;STATEMENT ‘OF SUPPORT 
OF FMG ON AUGUST $20 STATEMENT IS {NSINCERE AND CONTRAD[CTORY® 


ko COMMENT2 ON JULY 20 (IBADAN 32) AKINJIDE EXPRESSED CON+ 
FIDENCE THAY FMG WOULD REACH ENUGU-QNITSHA ROAD ‘JUNCTION 

WITHIN TWO DAYSe HIS PRESENT MOGD HAS CHANGED IN ‘THAT ‘HE ‘STILL 
BELTEVES FMG WILL CRUSH ‘EASTERN REBELLION BUT THAT FIGHTING 
Wiki TAKE LONGER AND BE BLOODIERe AKENJIDE -DID NOT ‘VOLUNTEER 
ANY INFORMATION ABOUT CURRENY ACTIVITIES OF NNDP8 :HOWEVER ‘His 
EFFORT DISCREDIT AWO»s ADEBAYOs YORUBA TROOPS AND: AGe PORTENTED 
YORUBAS SEEMS CONSISTENT WITH NNDP LINEo JF TRUE-THAT HE HAS 
SEEN GOWON», THIS WILL FEED AG SUSPICIONS OF LATTERe 
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FM AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
TO USINFO WASHDC 
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UNCLAS ACCRA 575 
UsSTaAC 
CURRENT REACTION» -AT INS LOP/R» TBS, IPS» IAA 


|. ACCKAy AUGUST 15 -e= THE INDEPENDENT ‘KUMASI ‘PIONEER ‘THIS 
MORNING QUESTIONED BRITAIN'!S ROLE IN THE NIGERIAN ‘CRISIS» 
SAYING THAT WHILE THERE APPEARS TO BE NO DOUBT SHE-IS BACKING 
THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL GOWON, "SHE SEEMS TO BE ‘UNCERTAIN 
ABOUT &IAFRAs SHOULD SHE RECOGNIZE BIAFRA OR SHOULD -SHE NOT?" 


Be THE PIONEER ACCUSED BRETAIN OF "COLODLY CALCULATING" THE 
CHANCES OF SI1AFRA BEFORE | MAKING ‘A DECISION (ON WHETHER OR NOT 
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TO BACK THE SELF. PROCLAINED- STATE* "IT IS- THIS TINGE OF 
EXPEDIENCY THAT IS SO “ANNOY ING TO sNOet po Canes INCLUDING 
ail BIAFRANS«") 


3e THE PIONFER SAID THAT: THs: SELF INTEREST BY BRITAIN WAS 
ALSO EVIDENCED IN “THE GOLD. COAST: WHEN: BRITAIN BETRAYED THE 
TRUST REPOSFD IN HER BY: .THE “CHILERS: AND. THE INTELLPDENSIA WHEN’ 
INSTEAD OF GIVING BACK POWER TO’ THIS. GROUP BRITAIN GAVE iT 
TO THE CoPuPe" 
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THE SAME TRAGEDY IS BEING UNFOLDED IN :RHODESIA»s .AS IT iS 
UNFOLDED IN SOUTH AFRICAs™ THE PIONEER ‘'SAIDo 


Se WHILE ADMITTING JUSTIFICATION FOR ACTING IN :HER OWN BEST 
INTERESTS» THE PIONEER ASKEDs "MUST BRITAIN THROW ‘OVERBOARD 
ALL HER RICH TRADITIONS “FOR ‘JUSTICE AND FAIR PLAY? ‘SHOULD 
SHE VACILATE ON AN ISSUE THAT ‘DEMANDS A ‘CLEAR CUT ‘STAND? ‘MUST 
SHE PROCRASTINATE. AND. PREVARICATE?" 
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6s ate PIONEER :CONCLUDED THAT. IF BRITAINES ATTITUDE ° TS THAT 
THE NIGERIAN SITUATION IN.AN INTERNAL ‘QUESTION ‘?O"TT DOES -NOY 
SPEAK WELL OF ‘HER TO,KEEP ON ‘SUPPLYING :ARMS Ee ne FEDERAL 
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FOURTEENTH RY VICTOR BANJO» COMMANDER FORCES NOW APPARENTLY 
CONTROLLING MOST OF MID+WEST. 

2@e MAJOR POTNTS WERE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT EJOOR IN "GOOD HEALTH"s 
DEFENSE BIAFRA'S RIGHT TO SECRDE’ REPEATED ASSURANCES ‘TO ALL 

EHNIC GROUPS OF THEIR RIGHT TO FQUaAL TREATMENTS ANNOUNCEMENT . 
AN INTERIM aDMINISTR: TION TO BE CRE TED BY DECREE WITH 2N INDEPENDENT 
ARMY AND POLICE FORCE FOR THE TIME SEINGs HE ALSO APPEALED To ‘CIVIL 
SERVANTS TO RETURN TO WORKs FOR THE POPULATION TO BE :CALM; AND 
ANNOUNCED A DAWN TO DUSK CURFEW. 
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lo BRIGADIER VICTOR BANJO» LEADER OF MILITARY FORCES 

WHICH TOOK. OVER MineWEST STATE AUGUST. 99 ‘MADE :MAJOR 

POLICY SPEECH {4 AUGUST -ON BENIN RADIO® ‘BANJO IS ‘MEMBER 

OF YORUBA {WESTERN} TRIBEe SPEECH (TEXT REPORTED ‘BY 

FaIs) EXPRESSES RATIONALE FOR NON*EASTERNER OPPOSITION 

TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT (FMG)o 


@ce BANJO BEGAN BY STATING HE SURPRISED ‘BY ‘JANUARY 1966 
COUP ATTEMPT BUT HaD BEEN FALSELY IMPRISONED ‘THENos “HE 
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| WAS. CONCERNED AT TIME ABOUT BREAKING INIGERTAN: ARMY INTO 
4 TRIBAL 'FACTIONS» WHRCH. WOULD ‘HAVE ENABLED INORTHERN. 
' WEREUOALYSTS" TO CONTROL::BULK OF ARMY. 


3, DESPITE BANJO WARNINGS FROM PRISON» WORST HAS NOW: 
HAPPENEO AND THERE TS AN ARMY AT OLSPOSAL (OF NORTH# ARMY 
WITHOUT DIGeCIRLINE OR RESPONSIBILITYe ‘PMG ts ‘SUSTAINED 

BY VIGUENCE AND THERE 1S "CONSTOERABLE AMOUNT OF BLOODSHED» 
CHAOS AND TRIBAL BITTERNESS". | ‘OYSMEMBERMENT OF NIGERIA 

HAS STARTED WITH BREAKAWAY OF -BIAFRA® PRESENT. FMG CAME 
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TNTO: BEING AS RESULT ‘OF MUTING IN: WHICH: ‘PRIMARY ACT HON: WAS 
AYMEO AT ELIMENATION OF ONE TRIBE AND) ADVANCEMENT: OF" 


ANOTHER) WHICH HAS. HAD WGREATEST EFRECT™ ON DESMEMBERMENT, 
OF COUNTRY « 


ko ACCORDING BANUOs “FMG (CANNOT .CLAIM ‘10: REPRESENT. PEOPLE 

OF NIGERIA WHILE CONSTANTLY. REJECTING: IHUMAN: ‘RIGHTS: FOR! ALL.o. 
FMG. CANNOT CLAIM ‘TO .BE SEEKING ‘PEACERUL ‘SOLUTION: WHY 
REFUSING TO. REMOVE ‘UNRULY NORTHERN: ‘TROOPS: FROM: WEST AND: 
MYDUWEST. TO ALLOW: UNFETTERED DISCUSSION: -OF ROL DT ICAL CRESTS. 
FMG ‘CANNOT CLAIM: To BE INTERESTED. IN PROGRESS). AND: WELFARE 
OF NIGERYTAN PEOPLE ‘WHILE LNFLICTING: BLOQOY: WAR’ ON: ‘PEORLE’S: 
DESTROYING LIVES: AND .ECONOMY’s ‘PEORLE: OF: BIAFRA. WERE: 
PREPARED TO: REMAIN PART OF NIGERTA BUT THEY (HAVE ‘REGHT 

TO FIGHY GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS TREATED: BLARRANS: ‘SAMAGELY 

AND WHICH DENIES THEM ‘HUMAN REGHTSo WHILE: BLAR RA: RESTS 
TANCE LASTS»REST OF NIGERIA APPEARS TO ENJOY 'SOME:: ‘FORM: OF 
PARTICIPATIONIN FMGo IF :BLAFRA SUBDUEDo FMG- WLLL. BECOME. 
OBVIOUS AS DICTATORSHIP ‘OF NORTH. 
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Bie BANJO: SALO® "FELLOW NIGERTAN. CITLZENSs I AM: KS 

NIGERIAN® I BELTEVE IN. NIGER-DAN) NATTON2 .AND: FAM NOW 

FIGHTING FOR A NYGEREA. IN: WHDCH: NO PEGPLE:: WILL. BE DOMENATED: 
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BY ANY OTHERa IN WHICH RULE OF LAW SHALL BE ENTRENCHED» 

<N MUTUAL TRUST UNDER GOVERNMENT ‘THAT TRULY REPRESENTS AND | 
“RULY STRIVES FOR PROGRESS OF ALL ITS PEOPLE i HAVE FOUGHT 
FOR BIiAFRA IN STRUGGLE OF ITS PEOPLE TO SUSTAIN THEIR ‘RIGHT 
AND TIVE LIFE OF PEACE IN THEYR OWN WAY .AND AY THEIR 

OWN PACES» 


6o LIBERAYSON ARMY PRESENCE IN MYDeWEST IS NOT INVASION 
AND IS ‘NOT iNTENDED ‘TO PROMOTE DOMINATION .OF ONE GROUP 
OVER ANOTHER» ACCORDING BANJOo BUY {S ‘PART OF OJUKWU - 
PROMISE TO HELP BANJO FREE NIGER» BANJO CONVINCED THAT 
PEOPLE OF MID«WEST WANTED 70 EXPRESS ‘THEMSELVES FREE FROM 
COERCIVE INFLUENCE OF NORTHERN TROOPS». ‘HE ASSURED 
MYDeWEST THAT SUCCESS OF LIBERATION ARMY DOES NOT -GFVE ‘ONE 
GROUP CAUSE 70 REJOICE AT EXPENSE OF OTHERS» 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 1516CC(C ON F IT D'E NT I AL .LEIMITED OFFICIAL 'USE 
7e¢BRIGADIER BANJO ANNOUNCED A CURFEW TO PREVENT LAWe |. 

LESSNESS AND STATED THAY LEADING ZIVIL ‘SERVANTS IN MID» 

WEST WERE SAFEo THE INVESTIGATION OF ‘CORRUPTION IN 

CIVELIAN ADMINISTRATION WILL ‘CONTINUEs BANJO WILL ‘SUMMON 

WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS “CROSS SECTION" OF .MID+WEST PEOPLE 

YO EXPLAIN PRESENT SITUATION AND OBYECTIVES OF 

LIBERATION ARMYo 


8. BRIGADIER EJOOR IS SAFE» ACCORDING BANJOs AND EFFORTS 
BEING MADE TO ENLIST HIS CONTINUED SERVICE iN MIDeWEST AND 
IN NIGERTAc 


Qo INTERIM ADMINESTRATION UNDER BANJO .TS TO BE ESTsBLESHED 
BY DEGREE FOR MID=WEST “UNTIL ‘MATTERS -ARE FINALLY SETTLED"> 
ALL LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE POWER WAS VESTED IN BANJO 'WHO 
PROPOSED TO APPOINT MILITARY ADMINISTRATOR AND ADMINISTRA®& 
TIVE COUNCIL» COURTS WILL FUNCTION aS ‘USUAL .AND COURT ‘OF 
APPEALS MAY HAVE To BE ESTABLISHED PENDING RESUMPTION 

OF RELATIONS WITH SUPREME COURT OF NIGERIA» MID-WEST 

ARMY AND POLICE WILL BE SEPARATE ORGANIZATIONS ‘FROM 
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NIGERIAN OR BIAFRAN -COUNTERPARTS» -EXCEPT THAT ARMY WILL 
BE PART OF LIBERATION ARMY “:DURING INTERIM PERIOD oe 


“. {@e BANJO ‘CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT aS SOON AS PRACTICABLE» 
HE PROPOSED TO HAND OVER ADMINISTRATION ‘OF MrOWESTERN- 
NIGERIA TO PROCEED TO WAR FRONT AND ‘TO ‘COMPLETE “THE LIBER®= 

. ATION OF NIGERYA. 


Jic EMBASSY COMMENTS’ SPEECH IS (CLEAR AND PERSUASIVE 
EXPRESSION OF ANTI*©FMG OPINION ‘CALCULATED ‘To ‘EXRLOIT 
WEAKNESSES OF FMG CASE AND TO ‘BRING “FENCE*SITTERS, 
ESPECIALLY YORUBAS, TO EASTERN ‘SIDE. IT :DOES ‘NOT ‘REVEAL 
EXTENT TO WHICH BANJO MUST IN FACT RE DEPENDENT ON I-B0So 
MATHEWS 
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fe ON EVENING 14 AUGs DEFENSE ADVISOR (DA) (PROTECT :SOURCE ) 
TO Ucke HIGH COMM LAGOSs CHATTED WITH GOWON ‘ON ‘CURRENT MIL 
SITUATIONs SIGNIFICANT ITEMS THIS CONVERSATIONS 

Ae GOWON RELAXEDs IN GOOD SPIRITS AND "VERY CONFIDENT" ‘HiS 
OVERAL MiL PTSITION SOUNDs HE ACCEPTED ADDED PROBLEMS 
CAUSED BY MID*WEST AFFAIR BUT SAID HE “DELIGHTED TO BE ‘OVER 
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HUMP IN MID-WEST" (WITH RESPECT WAY IN WHICH :SITUATION WOULD 
TIP} AS HE "NOW-FREE ACT IN MID*WEST IN ACCORDANCE MIL’ NECESe 
a: SITY RATHER THAN .ACCORDING DAVID'S (EYOOR} SENSITIVITIES". 
| GGWON SEEMED CTMPLETELY IERTAIN CERTAIN ‘FMG WOULD WIN iMILTTARIUYe 
| (DATT IN CONVERSATIONS MORNING 15 AUGUST WITH SMC MEMBERS OMO ie 
BARE AND JOHNSO GOT SAME IMPRESSION CONFIDENCE IN ULTIMATE $ | 


FMG VICTORY ALTHOUGH BOTH STRESSED THEY WANTED TO SEE :MORE 
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SZECH Le P9S NOT YET IN NIGERIA 
AL«O USING TIME ‘TO .GQOD ADVANTe} 
QUALTFIED PLLOTS ‘UP TO QUALIFYING 
GRTED FOUR PTLOTS NOW CHECKED 

N THAT ONE WAS ALAO HIMSELF 

T FMG OPERATIONS NECESSITATED 
SAID PRIOR LATEST DEVELOPMENT 
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EAST WITH THESE OBJECTIVES IN 
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GROUPD HAD BEEN IN ARMY APPROX THREE WEEKS AND WERE “FROM NORTHe 
SOLDIER HIMSELF WAS MIDDLE BELTER FRTM BENUE/PLATEAU STATE « 

He REF PAR 1Bs MY SECRET MSG 1460 AUG 676 AT APPROX {512302 

AUG S72 POLISH BUILT AND POLISH FLAG 'UNIAFRICA LINE ‘VESSEL 
KRAKOW, PERMANENT CONTROL NUMBER 25231 ONI 3578)» 5534 GROSS 
TONS» 405 FY LENGTH OAs LAST PORT CALL STETTINs ‘POLAND, TIED 

UP APAPA WHARF NUMSER 7 WHERE NIGERIAN ARMY TROOPS AWALTTED HER 
ARRiVANe KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE TOLD -DAOQ STAFFER THAT :SZAN LINES 
(LOCAL AGENT FOR VESSEL] REFUSED DECLARE CARGO TO HARBOR MASTER 
THIS MORNING ON ORDERS FMGo AGENT SAID H NOT EVEN TOLD WHAT 
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AY ORE ALTHOUGHs AS REPORTED» FIERCE BATTLE FOUGHT EAST -oF ORE 
be/7j3 AUGUST WHERE EASTERN ‘TROOPS USED MORTARS AND "TENKS® 
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BARKED AT FORCADOS RIVER AREA FOR BLOCKADE. ESCRAVOS AND FORCADOS 
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:4L6:02Z AUG ATZFEo4 oa) 
FM AMCONSUL ENUGU ' 
TO SECSTATE WASHDO IMMEDIATE 593 canis 
AMEMSASSY LAGOS £972 os 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 353 ' 
INFO AMEMBASSY ASIRA {52 CH 
AMEMBASSY YAOQUNDE 145 —! 
AMEMBASSY PARIS !@6 
ANCONSUL KADUNA 31%; 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 367 
CINCSTRIKESCINCMEAFSA 
CYNCLANT 
DIA 


S €— C R EY ENUGU 349 


ie i SAW CHYEFSEC NeUs AKPAN LATE SUNDAY NIGHT AUG 13 ‘FOR.A 
SITREPcs aAKPAN® WHO 1S A PRESBYTERIAN ELDER aND ONE OF ‘THE 
MOST PACIFIC MEN ft HAVE “EVER MET» WAS OBSERVING HIS NORMAL 


PAGE @ RUTANU 349 SECRET . 

SUNDAY EVENING PRACTICE WHEN ALONE = OF LISTENING ‘TO 

RECORDED HYMNS» ALL OF WHICH SANG OF PEACE AND LOVEe ‘HE 
POURED WHISKY AS WE WAITED FOR THE RECORD TO FINISH AND ‘THEN 
HE SAID THE FOLLOWING IN A PROGRESSYVELY BELLICOSE TONE? . 


eS @co MILITARY SITUATIONS BEAFRAN FORCES HAD ADVANCED 
WESTWARD TO ORE ON BININSITSJEBUSODE ROAD WHERE THEY MET 
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UNITS OF FEDERAL {174 BNo FEDS APPARENTLY GREEN TROOPS WHO 
MADE ONLY TOKEN RESISTANCE AND WERE CALLING FOR REINFORCEMENTS 
AND AMMO BY VOICE RaDlO WHEN LAST HEARD FROMe GN NSUKKA = RONT 
ON FED BN RAD BEEN ORDERED WITHDRAW TO DEFEND LOKOUA AND 
OKENEs WHICH IT UNaBLE DG faccORDING TQ RADIO INTERCEPTS) FOR 
LACK OF PETROL AND TRANSPORTo 222 RPT -Zi AND EZA RPT -EZA 
TRIRESMEN WHO LIVE ON 30RDER NORTH OF ABAKALIKI ARE 

AYTACKING YIVS TO NORTHEAST. SOME FEDERAL ‘TROOPS RELIEVED 
BEING WITHDRAWN FROM BONNY ISLAND FOR DEFENSE OF LAGOS®e 


go AKPAN SAIO EARLIER MATERIAL DEFICLENCIES WHICH HANDICAPPED 
BIAFRAN ARMY RAPIDLY BEING MADE UP: SPECIFICALLY MENTTONED  — 
IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF ARTILLERY AND MORTARS» SAID BIAFRAN ATR 
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FORCE "NOW HAS FOUR PLANES® BUY REFUSED Say IF THESE oe 
B=26S0 (aAKPAN ONCE SAID SIX 8+26S HAD BEEN ORDERED AND PATD 
FOR BUT ONLY ONE HAD ARRIVEDo} SA:D MATERIEL PROCUREMENT 


COSTING ABOUT THREE TIMES WHAT NORMAL PRICE SHOULD BE es 


bo AKPAN SAID IN BIAFRAN WAR COUNCILS MILZYARY MEN ARGUE FOR: 
SENDING aRMY NORTH TO BENUE AND WEST TO {BADAN AND LAGOS ASAPe 
CIVILIANS ARGUE THAT ATTEMPT SHOULD FIRST BE MADE TO “SEPARATE 
WESTERN REGION AND. MIDDLE BELT FROM NORTH BY FPOLTYICAL 
INDUCEMENTe AT MOMENT ARGUMENTS OF MILZTARY PREVAIL 6e 


5S. AKPAN SAID IF PRESENT TRENDS CONTINUE BIAFRAN FORCES 
MIGHT ATTEMPT TAKE LAGOS IN NEXT TWO OR THREE WEEKS SAID | 
NOW THAT GOWON NO LONGER SPEAKS OF*POLICE ACTION" BUT HAS 
DECLARED "TOTAL WAR» HAWKS a~RE URGING LAGOS BE "DESTROYEDUs 
(7 TOLD AKPAN ABOUT THE MORGANTHAU PLAN FOR GERMANY ‘DURING 
WORLD WAR Tt AND WHY If WAS REJECTEDs I SA{p ‘SAME REASONS 

OF SELF INTEREST WerULD SEEM TO ARGUE AGAINST DESTRUCTION 

OF LAGOS. AKPAN SAID PLAN WAS NOT RPT NOT DESTROY LAGOS 
TOTALLY BUT ONLY OCCUPY CITY LONG EN 

OUGH TO DESTROY ‘CERTAIN 
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KEY INSTaLLATIONSs INCLUDING SOME ‘INDUSTRIALs AND THEN “WITHDRAW. 


SATO HE OPPOSES EVEN THIS BUT MILITARY TYPES FAVOR’)... 


Ge AKPAN SAID BRITISH POSITION IN BIAFRA VERY SERIOUSL'Y 

les THREATENED AS CONSEQUENCE RECENT DISCLOSURE OF ARMS AID 

TO FMGe SAID THANK GOD NEWS DIDN*T'GET.oUT REFORE-.BIAFRANS- 

| TOOK MIDWEST AND’ -BIAFRAN MOOD BRIGHTENED» AKPAN “SIAD seat 

| WHEN BRITISH ARMS AID DISCUSSED AT WAR COUNCIL MEETING ‘He. 

| : WAS ASKEDs" AND WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MRe PARKER WILL 

HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THIS?" AKPAN SAID HE HAD NO ANSWER-} 
THAT PRO#BRITISH LIKE HIMSELF AND SIR LOUIS MBANEFO -F END 
IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DEFEND BRITISH ANY LONGER, SAID IF BRITISH 
DO NOT ACT QUICKLY THEY WILL LOSE ENTIRE INVESTMENT IN 
BIAFRA® SAIN BEST THING FOR ARITISH ‘TO DO WoULD BE TO" 
RECOGNIZE BIAFRAs SAID THIS WILL HAVE TO BE DONE EVENTUALLY. 
IN ANY CASE AND IF IT DONE SOON IT WOULD BRING EARLIER END | 
TO CIVIL WAR AS WELL AS SAVE BRITISH POSITIONe ‘AKPAN CLOSED 
By ASKING IF WASHINGTON ‘COULD ‘CONVINCE RRITISH HOW SERIOUS 
MATTERS WERE FOR THEM IN AIAFRAc 
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7 COMMENT! COMING FROM AKPAN(WITH SIMILAR THOUGHTS 

HAVING ALREADY BEEN EXPRESSED BY SIR LOUIS MBANEFO WHo, 

IN A VERY WORRIED TONE ASKED ME TO SEE HIM ‘TONIGHT )s ‘THE 
FOREGOING CANNOT BE TAKEN CASUALLY aS MERE BUUFFe BDHE 
PARKER AND 1 BOTH REGARD SITUATION FOR BRITISH IN BIAFRA AS 
HAVING COME TO POINT WHERE WE QUIETLY EXPLORING ‘QUESTTON 

OF ASSUMING PROTECTING POWERe : 


Se FURTHER COMMENT: AS THIS DRAFT WaS BEING COMPLETED, 

CHIEF OPUTA UDOUIs CHIEFSEC INGTHE OKPARA GOVERNMENT; 

CALLED TO TELL ME VIRTUALLY THE SAME ‘THINGS SAID BY AKPAN 
LAST NIGHTe UDOJI ADDED ‘THAT IT PROBABLY TOO LATE FOR THe 
BRITISH TO RE USEFUL? THAT GIVEN BIAFRAN ATTITUDES ABOUT 

Z BRITISHs PROBABLY ONLY AMERICANS CAN BRING END TO FIGHTING | 
BEFORE ALL ARE RUINED*® CONCEDED BRITISH MIGHT ‘HAVE AS ‘MUCH AS 
48 HOURS LEFT TO ACT BUT HE NOT AT ALL CERTAIN ABOUT THISe 
(TT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT SINCE AKPAN AND UpOU! HAVE ‘SCARCELY 
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BEEN ON SPEAKING ' TERMS ROR. YEARSS tT UNL EKELY ‘THERE HAS sien 
COLLUSION BETWEEN THEM IN. APPROACHING ‘ME « THEY aRE BOTH. VERY: 
EXPERIENCED AND PERCEPTEVE MEN» ‘HOWEVERs WHOSE IDENTICAL ~ 


eae nee ere ete dal Repeat nh ct ee Tana 
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INFO SS 25sSSO O05GPM O3s0PR Bl» NR OFORSR/OisF LE Oly/O44 W _ 
PR 144625Z AUG 67. ; i 
FM :USDAO/LAGOS : “G 
TO DIA PRIORITY co 
SECSTATE WASHDC . 
CINCSTRIKE 
CINCLANT 
INFO ‘DA 
CIA WASHDC 
DA GRNC 7 
SEC RE T 9335 AUG 67. iSEC 1 OF 2. :SGD ‘HALLIGAN® ‘COUNTRY: = 
NIGERIA* ‘SUBJECT? UPDATE ‘CURRENT“FMG/EASTERN MIL ‘SITUATIONe ‘ 
Jo REF PAR 24 MY ‘SECRET iMSG 9334 AUG 670 AT’ THIS ‘POINT ‘DATT ok 
ACCEPTS: INTIAL FMG TROOP: LANDINGS ‘TSLAND:iMADE ‘VICINITY —~ 


VILLAGE SOBOLO ‘OBOTOBO (@525N@519E) 'NORTH 'WST FORCADOS .LATE _ 
MORNING @5 AUG LOCAL ‘BY ;BATTALION LIFTED FROM BONNY ‘TO ‘FORCADOS 
AREA BY NIG NATIONAL’.LINES ‘CARGO ‘VESSEL/ORAYAN ‘WHICH ‘HAD (DEPARTED 
LAGOS FOR ‘BONNY WITH ‘SUPPLIESs ‘EQUIPHENT AND SOME ‘PERSONNEL 

ON 98 AUG 67+ WHEN ‘EVENTS IN (MIDWEST ‘DEVELOPED LTC. ADEKUNLEs 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1482/1CC'S Ecc R'E T ; - ma 

ARMY COMMANDER BONNY» ‘ON ‘ORDERS ‘FMG» ‘STOPPED ‘UNLOADING ‘ORANYANs 

LOADED :BN .AND ‘DISPATCHED IT ‘FOR FORCADOS .AREA. 19 .AUGe “THEREATs 

ON ! AUG» ‘TROOPS ‘PUT ASHORE: SOUTHERN ‘END ISLAND JON ORGERS sa , 
ACTING ‘c/s BISALLA ‘WHO ELECTED ‘DIRECT: INITIAL: LANDINGS::SOUTHERN 

i END ISLAND WHICH :HE KNEW TO BE ‘UNDEFENDED AS ‘OPPOSED ‘NORTHERN 

END OF WHICH, AT TIMEs -HE: NOT CERTAIN» ‘TROORS FROM ‘ORAYAN ‘PUT 

ASHORE BY LCT LOKOJA WHICH “HAD ARRIVED FORCADOS .AREA ‘FROM .LAGOS 

SAME MORNING» .LANDINGS ‘NORTHERN END ESLAND VICINITY ‘VILLAGE 

| OGIDIGSE (9533N9512E) ‘COMMENCED APPROX £21239 AGU LOCAL BY 

APROX TWO :COOPANY PLUS FORCE WHICH ORIGENATED .LAGOS :AREA LATE 

| aco 10 AUGe FMG FORCE APPROX -ONE AND HALF ‘BNS:INOW ‘ESTABLISHING { 
; 
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DEFENSEIVE POSITIONS ARE AND RREPARING ‘RECEIVED SUPPLIES» :EQUIP 
AND SELECTED PERSONNEL REINFORCEMENTS “FROM NNS BODE ‘THOMAS WHICH 
SAILED FROM LAGOS ‘FOR ESCRAVOS RIVER 132185 AUG LOCAL. NEG 

ARMY SOURCES BELIEVE ENTRANCE ‘TO -BOTH “FORCADOS .AND ESCRAVOS 
RIVERS NOW CONTROLLED BY FMG AND WILL CONTINUE BUILDUP AND 
REINFORCE TROOPS IN AREA AS AT BONNYe | | 

2. POSITION FMG TROOPS ‘WITH RESPECT EASTERN/ MIDWESTERN FORCES 
IN MID-WEST BELIEVED AS FOLLOWS? ; 

Ac ON ROUTE SIX RUNNING EAST FROM SHAGAMU (WEST) THROUGH BEN{N 
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TO ASABA (EAST) ‘“FMG TROOPS AT WESTERN ‘STATE ‘VILLAGE OFOSU 
(@646NO509E), EAST OF ‘ORE :SAME ‘ROUTE» ‘WHERE THEY ‘SEEKING KEEP 
BRIDGE THAT POINT OVER ‘OF OSU ‘CREEK INTACTo ON :SAT 12 AUG 

AT MID AFTERNOON THIS FMG-“FORCE APROX 400 ‘HAD PENETRATED APPROX 
FIVE MILESINTO MID=WEST iON :SAME ROUTE ‘WHEN ‘HIT BY EASTERN 
COUNTERATTACK ‘SUPPORTED ‘BY MORTAR FIRE 'WHIECH ‘CAUSED !SOME “FMG 
CASUALITIES ANDs AFTER FIRE ‘FEGHT WHICH LASTED ‘UNTIL APPROX 
131088 AUG LOCALs ‘FMG WITHDRAWAL ‘TO ‘OF OSU. “FMG FORCE APPROX 

200 STRONG ALSO ‘OPERATING ‘ON ROADS SOUTH: "EAST ‘(OFOBU AND LAST 
KNOWN TO BE EAST ‘OR SOUTHEAST ‘OKT TIPUPA (O63 1G0448E ) SOUTH ‘OF 
OREs CURRENT MISSION THESE ‘SUPPORTING: ‘FORCES IS CONTINUE PRESSURE 
ON EASTERN FORCES MOVING ‘SLOWLY IF POSSIBLE WITHOUT 

GETTING TILED ‘DOWN SIZEABLE ‘BATTLEe IF ‘RESISTANCE BECOMES ‘TOO 

r STRONG FOR FORCES aT ‘DISPOSAL ‘COMMANDER, REVERT BUOCKING ROLE. 

Be ON ROUTE: THREE LEADING: FROM WESTERN ‘STATE “THROUGH AKURE 

AND ‘OWO ‘THENCE ‘SOUTH TO BENIN» FMG ‘TROOPS ‘FROM TWO BNS ‘OWO 
(ELEVENTH YORUBA FROM IBADAN AND ‘UNEDENTIFIED ‘NORTHERN BN) HAVE 
PROGRESSED TO MIDeWESTERN BORDER AT POINT ‘SOUTH -SOBE (\G657NA547E } 
WHERE ADVANCE: HELD .BUP BY BRIDGE -BLOWN ACROSS OSSE RIVER &MXXVVXVXX 
BELIEVED NORTHERN ELEMENTS THESE TWO 8NS ‘STLLL RLOCKING 
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VICINITY ISHUA (@728N@555E) NE :OWO. 
Ce FMG BN.AT IDAH-AND RECCE SQUADRON LOKOUA- iHAVE ‘BEEN :GIVEN 


IMMEDIATE MISSION UTILIZING PORTIONS ‘THEIR ‘STRENGTH. ‘TO ‘ESTABLISH 
BLOCKING FORCE AT OKENE ‘UNTIL -REALTGNMENT® ‘EMG FORCES PERMITS 
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ESTABLISHMENT MORE ‘STRENGTH THEREAT FOR BLOCKING OR FOR MOVE 
SOUTH FROM OKENE TOWARD .AUCHI» UBIAJAs .AGBOR .AND {SABA WHICH 
BEING DISCUSSED IN FMG INNER CIRCLE as ‘POSSIBILITY FOR NEW FRONT 
AGAINST EASTERN ‘REGION WHICH WOULD FORCE DIVERSION OF EASTERN . 
FORCES FROM EAST AND BEININ AREASe THIS NOT BELIEVED 7MMMEDIATELY 
IMMINENT HOWEVERo ~ ; ; 

De POSITION OF FMG FORCES AT MOUTH oF .ESCRAVOS AND FORCADOS 

AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

3e STATEUS FMG FORCES OPERATING EAST NIGER RIVER %ND SOUTH 

BENUE RIVER AS FOLLOWSs 

Ao FMG FORCES ‘CLAIM CONTROL VILLAGE OPI (@647N@726E) ‘SE ‘NSUKKA 
ON ROUTE THREE+ ALSO CLAIM STILL FIRMLY CONTROL OBO0L0 ‘EKE AND 
PREPARING PUT PRESSURE ON ONCE AGAIN ‘THES ‘SECTOR BETWEEN NSUKKA 
AND OGOJAe PAST INFO 'HAS INDICATED FMG ‘TARGET THIS: SECTOR | 

VERY LIKELY NKALAGU(@629N9746E) EAST ENUGU AND WEST ARAKALIKY 

ON MAJOR EAST WEST ROAD THROUGH THIS PORTION !MIn=WESTo 
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Be NO SIGNIFICANT ACTION REPORTED OGOJA ‘FRONT. 
Co THREE BN FORCE BONNY ‘UNDER LTC ADEKUNLE ‘SEEMS ‘HOLD ENG ‘BLOCKe 
ING POSITIONS ASTRIDE BONNY CHANNEL AT 'PRESENTes ‘THIS PROBABLY 
PARTIALLY ATTRIBUTABLE ‘TO FACT ONE AN THIS FORCE DIVERTED ‘FORCADOS 
AREA HAS DISCUSSED ABOVE KEY “FMG STAFF OFFICER INDICATES ‘FMG 

WELL AWARE EASTERN FORCES SAID TO BE ‘MAKING PREPARATIONS: ‘PORT 
HARCOURT WHICH COULD [INDICATE ATTEMPT ‘RETAKE BONNY ISLAND ‘FROM 
FMGe. THIS :SQURCE ‘SalD ADEKUNLES ‘COMMAND ‘BELIEVED ‘TO iHaVE ADEQUATE: 
FIRE POWER IN FORM ARTILLERY» ‘MORTARS, ‘HEAVY | WEAPONS» ‘RECOILESS 
RIFLES AND OTHER ITEMS PLUS ADEQUATELY PREPARED DEFESNSES ‘TO 

TURN BACK ANY EAST ATTEMPT MOVE BACK ON BONNYo IN VIEW “CRITICALITY 
OF PORT TO EAST» HOWEVER» STRONG EASTERN - ATTEMPT REATAKE -BONNY 
MIGHT VERY WELL DEVELOP IF EAST PERMITTED ‘MASS SUFFICIENT FORCES 
IN AREA FOR SUCH ATTEMPT. . 

40 DATT SOURCE SERUCITY ADVISOR GOWON TOLD DATT AFTERNOON }4 

AUGs 

Ae FMG HAD INTERCEPTED EASTERN FORCE ‘MESSAGE FRnaM STATEHSUSE 
ENUGUs TO ARMY HQ ORDERING THAT " MOBILE RADIO FROM ARMY ‘HQ 
(ENUGU} BE MOVED UMUAHIA AT ONCE" SOURCE ‘FELT THIS INDICATED 
EASTERN BELIEF FMG ‘PREPARING INCREASE PRESSURE ON ‘-EUNGU AND/OR 
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PAGE 6 RUTALS {482@/i1cC SECRET - . 
BELIEF FMG AIR ATTACKS ON ENUGU IMINENTeo ( THIS FITS IN WITH 
RUMORS HEARD AND REPORTED SEVERAL OCCASEONS THAT EAST MIL 
COMMAND PREPARING FALL BACK MIL HQ ‘UMUAHTA ) 6 

Bo FMG AIR ATTACKS ON EASTERN FORCES WHEN INIT PYATED IN FORCE 

WILL CONCENTRATE {EXCLUSIVE OF TACTICAL .AND SPCIFIC ‘TARGETS 

REQUIRED BY DEVELOPING SITUATION} ON ENUGUs ONITSHAs OWERRI» 

UMUAHIAs AND ABAKALYKi WITH ENTENT DISRUPTING EASTERN :COMMUNT > 

CATIONS» UNSETTLING EASTERN POPULATILONs AND ‘MAKING RE ENFORCEMENT 

EASTERN FORCES IN MIDeWEST AND OTHER ACTIVE FRONTS AS ‘DIFFICULT 
AS POSSIBLE. 

Ce FMG HAD ON SAT/SUNDAY $2/13 AUG» AT ‘SPCIFIC ‘REQUEST 

SECOND AREA COMMANDER LTC O+ OBASANJO, DISPATCHED REINFORCED 
TWO COMPANY FORCE NORTHERN ORIGIN TROOPS ‘TO TBADAN ‘OBASANJO 
ASKED GOWON PROVIDE FORCES IN LIGHT INCREASED NEED FMG PRESENCE 
IBADAN IN WAKE EASTERN MOVES UNDER BANJO JN MID«WEST >» ‘SOURCE 

SAID FMG WATCHING SITUATION IN WEST AND | ‘WILL ‘PUT TN WHAT ES 
REQUIRED TO KEEP ORASANJO IN ‘CONTROL '0F SSITUATIONe 

So DEFENSE ADVISOR TO ‘UK HIGH COMMISSION LAGOS (PROTECT 

SOURCE} TOLD DATT MORNING 14 AUG THAT IN LIGHT DEVELOPMENTS 

IN MIDeWEST AND ‘HIS RECENT SET 70 WITH HASAN KATSINA (REPORTED 
RECENY DAO MSG) GOWON HAD DECIDED HASSAN HAD ‘TO BE BROUGHT 

BACK INTO VERY MIDDLE MIL SITUATION. 
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PR }416252 AUG 67 
FM USDAO/LAGOS 

TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
CINCSTRIKE 
CINCLANT 

INFO RUEPWDDA 

CiA WASHDC 

DA GRNC 


S.E 0 R'E T 9335 AUG 67. ‘SECTION 2@ OF '2e ‘COUNTRY: ‘NYIGERTAe 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ‘CURRENT ‘FMG/EASTERN MIL ‘SITUATION 

GOWON THOUGHT HASSAN’S DISCONTENT STEMMEDs BASICALLY» 

FROM FACT HE NOT INTIMATE PART 

CURRENT MIL OPERATIONSo THEREFORE» ‘HASSAN ‘DERECTED BY ‘GOWON. "tO 
ASSUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL ALL FMG ACTIVITIES IN ‘NORTH ‘HASSAN 
WiLi CORDINATE ALL ARMY .AND ALR FORCE ACTIVITY ORGINATING IN 


PAGE 2@ RUTALS 14822CC SE C R'E T 

NORTH: HE WILL acy, SO TO SPEAKs AS GOWON*%S COMBINED ‘CHIEF -OF 
STAFF FOR NORTHe HASSAN -HAS APPROACHED 'UK DEPT HIGH COMM :‘KADUNA 
WUTH “ LARGE SHIPPING LIST ‘CONSISTING. ROCKETS» BOMBS» ‘EIGHTY 
MORTARS AND 15008 FN AUTOMATIC RIFLES" NOTHING.IN SORCES ‘CONe 
VERSTATION INDICATED ‘HHG WOULD NOT GIVE ‘SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 

TO REQUESTe SOURCE SAID» ‘THEY CAN HAVE ABOUT ANYTHING BUT -ATRe 
CRAFT". RELATED TO ABOVE» EXPAT OFFICER IN ‘NIGERIAN NAVY 
RETURNING TO NIGERIA BY PLANE FROM HOME LEAVE’ IN ENGLAND TOLD INDIAN 
OFFICER SECONDED To NiGERYAN ‘NAVY THAT ‘ON HES WAY BACK TO 
LAGOS FROM LONDON HE HAD SAT NEXT TO lEX-RAF. FIGHTER PLOT 
WHO SAID HE HAD *® CONTRACTED TO DO 4 LITTLE FLYING FOR FMG" 
(BECAUSE OBVIOUS SENSITIVITY THiS MATERIAL ‘(NEYTHER SOURCES 


OF INFOQ NOR INFORM ity T TON, Tf Skt * SHCULD BE DESCUSSED WITH 
non-U.5. personnel 
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P R 134338Z AUG 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS . 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6633 
INFO ‘DIA UNN. 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA UNN 
CINCLANT UNN . 

AMEMBASSY .ACCRA 1094 - 

AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU 426 

AMEMBASSY ‘DAKAR ‘218 

AMEMBASSY LOME 284 


Bg 
: : ~ 
AMEMBASSY ‘MONROVIA :349 . we 

: 4 


oy 


AMCONSUL ENUGU 1844 
AMEMBASSY -ADDIS ABABA 1:58 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 616 | 
AMEMBASSY ‘FORT LAMY .458 
AMEMBASSY ‘YAOUNDE -688 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 269 
AMCONSUL KADUNA [397 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1989 
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UNCLAS .LAGOS 1469 


le NIGERIAN RADIO AND ‘PRESS ‘EMPHASIZING SIGNIICANT STATEMENT ‘OF 

SUPPORT ‘FOR FMG ISSUED ‘YESTERDAY BY ‘CHIEF AWOLOWOs ‘DEBUTY :CHATRMN 

OF FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ‘COUNCIL .AND HIGHEST RANKING ‘CIVILIAN IN 

NIGERIAN 'GOVERNMENTe ‘BECAUSE AWOLOWO {8 .LEADER :OF -YORUBAS” THERE 

HAS BEEN MUCH SPECULATION ‘SINCE EASTERN “TROOPS INVADED ‘MID-HEST .AS 

TO WHAT ‘HE MIGHT ADVISE YORUBAS OF WESTERN AND LAGOS §TATES TODO 

NOW. ACCORDING ‘TO STATEMENT» .AWOLOWO 18 "IRREVOCABLY ‘COMMITTED" 
€.TO NIGERIAN UNIONs IT IS "IMPERATIVE ‘THATJUNITY 'OF NIGERIA ‘MUST ‘BE | 
NSPRESERVED +" AND: BEST ‘JUDGE. OF ‘WHAT ‘TO :DO ‘Now. 1S FMG» ‘WHICH ‘YORUBAS | 
‘MUST ‘CONTINUE TO :SUPPORT® 
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“WM MAJOR POINTS AWOLOWO'S STATEMENT FOLLOW. 


PAGE 2 -RUDSLC. 1469 ‘UNCLAS 
Ae RECENT COUP IN MID*WEST FOLLOWED .BY MASSIVE ‘PROPAGANDA ‘OFFENSIVE 
FROM ENUGU WHICH IT MY -DUTY ‘TO :‘COUNTER® ‘YORUBAS ‘HAVE :BEEN ‘CALLED ‘UPON 


TOURISE ‘UP IN ARMS ‘NOW AND LIBERA TETHEMSELVES - ‘FROM WHAT | ‘ENUGU :RADIO 
TERMED ‘HAUSA® -FULANI .DOMENATION® EVEN: ‘YORUBA ‘SOLDIERS ‘HAVE -BEEN . ASKED 
BY ENUGU RROPAGANDISTS TO DESERT: NIGERIAN: -ARMY -AND REPORT’ ‘TO REBEL 
HEADQUARTERS IN [ENUGU :OR BENINe “YORUBAS ‘HAVE INEVER SET ‘OUT ‘TO 
DOMINATE OTHERS iBUT ‘HAVE ALWAYS ‘RESTSTED ATTEMPTS | ‘BY OTHERS: ‘TO 
DOMINATE THEM®* ‘THE BELIEVE IN FEDERAL ‘UN TON iOF NIGERIA. AND IN ‘COMPLE 
“TE SELF*DETERMINATION FOR ALL NATIONAL | iUNITS ° IN ‘THE: LAND® “FOR “THESE 
REASONS ‘THEY MUST NOW ‘RESIST .ANY ATEMPT . BY REBEL FORCES ‘FROM EAST: 
AND MID= WEST "TO VIOLATE ‘THEIR ‘TERRITORY -AND :‘SUBJUGATE THEM es" 


Be IN PRESENT :CONTEST .I .AM "NEITHER. ON ‘SIDE OF QUUKWU INOR iON THAT’ iOF 
GENERAL iGOWON -AS ‘REPRESENTATIVES. OF IBOS AND INORTHERN ‘PEOLES RESPECTI 
*VELY* FOR ONE THING ‘OUUKWU DOES NOT ‘SEEM ‘TO ME ‘TO REPRESENT THE BEST 
INTERESTS OF THE IBOSs% ‘NR DOES GENERAL 'GOWON .APREAR ‘TO ‘ME TO (BE: 


THE: AGENT OF THE NORTHERN SECTION ‘OF :OUR ‘FEDERATIONe "FOR ANOTHERs i 


AM ABSOLUTELY AND IRREVOCABLY ‘COMMITTED ‘TO THE ‘SIDE IOF INEGERIA\AND . 
OF THE ‘COMPLETE ‘SELF*DETERMINATIONs AUTONOMY .AND (UNITY ‘OF: ‘THE “YORUBA 
PEOPLE .AND EACH 
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OF THE NATIONAL. GROUPS IN THE :COUNTRY» ‘WITHIN “THE ‘CONTEXT OF A-INDGEA 
TAN. UNION" e 


Ce l"tT: IS IMPERATIVE, ‘THEREFOREs THAT THE iUNTTY ‘OF NIGERIA ‘MUST iBE 
PRESERVED ‘BY ANY ‘MEANS ‘WHICH: THE PREVAILING: ‘CIRCUMSTANCES 'DICTATE® 
ANDs ‘OF :COURSEs THE BEST: ‘JUDGE ‘OF WHAT THE ‘PREVAILING: "C EROUMSTANCES: 
WARRANGT ISTHE FMG AND ‘NOT. THE ‘MANY iWARRING ‘VOICES SOF ‘DESPAIR 'WHTQH 
NOW CLAMOUR: FOR AUDIENCE IN. AND ‘OUTSIDE NIGERDAs. I HAVE INO ‘DOUBT 
ue AFTER ‘THE PRESENT REBELLION ‘SHALL. 'HAVE ‘BEEN OVERCOMES A 'NEW : 
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NIGERIA, WITH EXISTING BOUNDARTES (REMAINING INVOILATE, WILL: ‘EMERGE 


AND: THAT THE YORUBA PEORLE WILL RETAIN” THETR LIBERTY ‘OF ACTION AND 
ENJOY EQUALITY OF STATUS: IN THE ‘NEW ‘DISPENSATIONe" 


De “TO “THESE .ENDS» ‘THEREFORE, ALL’ YORUBA PEOPLE, ‘PARTICULARLY ‘THOSE 
IN THE WESTERN AND LAGOS: ‘STATES WHICH: iNOW: FACE ‘THREATS ‘OF ° INVASION 
BY THE REBELS ‘FROM THE EAST .AND MIDWEST » ‘MUST’ NOT iONLY : ‘BE ‘VIGILANT 
AS EVER, ‘BUT ALSO LOSE ‘NO°TIME AND ‘SPARE. :NO ‘EFFORTS IN iGIVENG. ‘EVERY 
CONCEIVABLE SUPPORT TO ‘THE FEDERAL TROOPS IN ‘DFENSE :0F ‘THEIR 
HOMELAND AND OF THE FATHERLANDe THEY :MUST DO iMOREe THE MUST ‘CONTINUE 
TO. GIVE ‘SUPPORT AND LOYALTY ‘TO THE: FEDERAL ‘GOVERNMENT IN ‘THE ‘PROSE 
“CUTION:OF THE 
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PRESENT MILITARY :OPERATIONS, ‘SO THAT THE REBELLIONS . IN ‘THE EASTERN 
AND iMID*WESTERN ‘STATES ‘MAY BE BROUGHT ‘To A:SWIFT (END AND’ THE ‘HONOUR, 
INTEGRITY .AND ‘UNITY OF NIGERIA FULLY RESTORED e" 
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(@¢ SINCE "THERE iNO ‘SECRETS IN YORUBALAND", VERY LIKELY AWO 


WAS .AWARE OF ‘COUP TALK ‘HERE AND: FSSUED ‘STATEMENT ‘TO “FORESTALL 
WESTERN (COUP ATTEMPT AND ‘TRY -KEEP. PRESENT TENUOUS PEACE. [IN 


WESTe IN ANY ‘CASE. ONE OF: OUR ACTIVIST ‘SOURCES ‘SAID LAST INEGHT 
THAT 'HE AND ‘HIS “FRIENDS ‘CONCENTRATING }ON .ACHTEVING ENDS: 
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y Austin OKWU, a representative of the self-proclaimed 


SA 
Republic of Biafra, held a press conference in Dar es Salaam 
August 7. He praised U.S. neutrality toward the Nigerian 

L conflict, but denounced alleged British partiality to the 


Federal Government. 
Local papers reported but did not give prominent play 
to Okwu's statements. 


Attached as enclosures to this airgram are an account 
of the press conference prepared by a USIS reporter, a copy 
of a press release issued by Okwu, and an addendum to the 


© press release. 
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Statement by Biafran Representative in 
Bast Africa Explaining Biafra/Nigerian 
Conflict 


Biafran spokesman in East Africa, Mr. Austin Okwu, today 
praised the United States,':; refusal to supply arms to the Federal 
Government of Nigeria. He said the United States Government 
rightly came out openly to say thatthey would not give any mil- 
itary assistance to the Federal Government for that would mean 
violation of their neutrality in the Biafran/Nigerian conflict.’ 
This conflict is purely internal and no nation has any right-~ 
whether legal, moral or otherwise-~to interfere, said Okwu. 


Mr. Austin Okwu said this today at a brief news conference 
in Dar es Salaam. 


Mr. Okwu said it was very surprising to see the British 
Government take sides in this crisis, and furthermore decide to 
give substantial aid to Nigeria and to support that country in 
every way in order to ensure a Nigerian victory over Biafra. He 
told a questioner that the British stance in this conflict clearly 
indicates that Britain is determined to see crimes of genocide 
and mass destruction by Nigeria perpetrated. He said over 
30,000 Biafrans were massacred by Federal Nigeria last year.’ 


The Biafran representative charged the British press with 
crude propaganda aimed at frustrating African leaders. He said 
that British information media is turning the full steam of their 
campaign of lies and slander against Biafra,’ adding "these mediae 
beam fictitious news of Nigerian: victory over Biafra." Foreign 
journalists on the spot given authentic evidence of the whole 
situation say that Biafra has time and again averrun Nigerian 
troops. But BBC, saving Voice of America,! never mentioned a 
word about Biafra's shooting down a Nigerian plane on a bombing 
mission in Biafra.’ 


Okwu repeated his earlier call that the British have no 
"right whether legal, moral or otherwise to interfere in our 
conflict." He said he appeals to the British Government to take 
a stand in Nigeria similar to the ones she took during the 
Rhodesian or Malaysian Federation disturbances, He stressed 
that if Britain is capable of interference, then she would 
better employ her strength to quell Ian Smith's illegal regime 
for this would help Africans win their legal independence. ' 


He warned that Biafrans cannot fold their arms and allow 
their intelligence, industry and virility/be reduced to a. state 
to 
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of subservience. He declared that whether or not the British 
Government takes sides, or whether or not she wants to inter~ 
nationalize the Nigerian/Biafran conflict,' Biafrans cannot 
allow young, ambitious Gowon-~Lacking decent educational back 
ground-~aided and abetted by the British Government,: to carry 
on this unreasonable and unjustified war against the people of 
Biafra, Mr. Okwu declared "I appeal to African leaders to be 
aware of the British propaganda" and asked them to come to 
grips with the realities of the_Biafran situation,.' "The world 
is watching and awaiting Africa for an answer" to the conflict, 
he concluded. F 
the 

Mr. Okwu dismissed rumors by/Nigerian and the British 
press over the death of Major Nzeogwu. He told newsmen that 
Major Nzeogwu~~Biafran, veteran soldier—~~is alive and healthy 
in Enugu. 


Mr. Austin Okwu is roving Biafran spokesman in East Africa 
and is based in Dar es Salaam.' He is assisted here by a 
Biafran, Chiji Dike, who arrived from Enugu on August 5. 
Earlier Mr. Okwu saw Tanzanian President Nyerere and other 


Government officials. 
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Four weeks ago, Gowon provocatively and against all tenets of 
moral justice invaded the Republic of Biafra and has ever since then 
consistently churned out for world consumption, tendentious statements 
and false news releases calculated to mislead and misdirect international 
public opinion, He has also indoctrinated his diplomatic missions and 
special envoys abroad to follow vigorously the blue print specially 
prepared to hoodwink internstional public opinion, commercial instit~ 
utions and foreign news media, a@11 in desperation to justify his oold= 
blooded resort to force and to create the false impression that Biafra 
would soon be overawed to be followed, God forbid, by the replanting of 
Northern feudalist influence on Biafran soil. No Biafran would have 
perhaps concerned himself with the bankrupt Government of Lagos draining 
ita already empty Exchequer in this unprofitable past—time but for our 
interest in seeing that the world should know the truth, 


Desperately, Nigerian envoys are now shuttling from one capital 
city of the world to another asking for foreign assistance. Gowon's 
special envoy to the United States having failed in Washington D.C., 
where he went to ask for arms from the State Department after the United 
Nations Special Session on.the Middle East War, flew to Britain on the 
14th of July to persuade the British Government to line itself with 
Northern Nigeria's reckless invasion of Biafra, The Government of the 
United States of America rightly came out openly to say that they would 
net give any military assistance to Nigeria. But events since the out- 
vreak of the Nigerie/Biafra war and since the meeting between the Britich 
Prime Minister and Gowon's envoy in London, have confirmed that the 
British Government have decided to give substantial aid to Nigeria 
and to support that country in every way in order to ensure her victory ® 
over Biafra, 


This decision would not come as & surprise to all who have 
followed intimately the polioy of the British Government since the Biafra— 
Wigerian conflict developed. It is in line with her time-honoured _ 
policy. in Nigeria, . of supporting the: North against the South, and of 
ensuring - thet her economic dominance of Nigeria is maintained by manip= 
ulating a Federation dominated by a backward Beso fipuary Boesnern Region. 


“The British Government ‘professea to be interested in keeping | 
the former Federation of Nigerie together, Yet she sat pack quietly | 
while her Northern Nigerian feudal proteges: perpetrated crimes of genocide 
and mass destruction against Biafrans in For’ hern. Nigeria laet year. 
More than 30, 000 Biafrans were massscred « in, cold. look during the pogrons 
E> May, July, September and. Da taber 1966. Women in maternity wards, 
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girls in convent schools, children in nursery homes and men and women in 
Christian churches were brutally murdered. Two million refugees returned 
to Biafra ~ maimed, lacerated, impoverished, hungry end unclothed., Not 

& measage of sympathy came from the British Government. Not a penny was 
sent by that Government to relieve the plight of orphans, bereaved mothers 
and dispossessed man and women, This is in sherp contrast to the British 
Government donetion of half a million pounds sterling to a few thousand 
Jordanian Refugees after the Arab~Isracli war of last June. The British 
Governmant made that gesture to persuade the Arab countries to allow their 
oil to flow. But Biafra's ol] also flows to Britain. The only explan. 
ation of the British Governments refusal to make any contribution towards 
the resettlement of Biafrans is its inveterate hatred for the Biafrans end 
tho British Government's anxiety not to offend ite Northern protege. 


The British Government gave encouragement to the Nigerian invasion 
of Biafran territory. The day the Nigerian Government launched its 
aggression to annihilate Biafran mon, women And children that had escaped 
the concerted massacres of the previous years which British nationals in 
the North had master-minded, a British Cabinet Minister was in Legos 
negotiating military aid and economic assistance to the Nigerian Govern— 


nent. 


THE HOSTILITY OF THE BRITISH INFORMATION MEDIA 


The Biafran People's Army made up mainly of civilian volunteers 
have risen to defend the integrity of their country egeinst the weil- 
armed might of the Fedore] Government. All foreign observers, European, African 
and American, aver that this is & People's Army fighting for their free- 
dom and survival, The Bisfran People's Army has not only halted the 
Nigerian aggressors but is now carrying the war into the enemy's terri~ 
tory. This determination of Biafrans to survive has alarmed the British 
Government and their Northern Nigsrian proteges whose calculations of 2° 
lightning war and quick victory has been dashed by the unrivalled valour | 
and daring initiative of the Biafran People's Army. With very few 
exceptions, the British Information Media including Government owned and © 
controlled ones seem so worried by this unforeseen development that in 
order to forestall a Biafran victory, they are now turning full steam 
their campsign of lies and slander against Biafra. These information | 
media have continued to been fictitious news of the Nigerian lightning 
advanoe through Biafran territory, of cities taken and hotels reduced 
to ashes. Foreign: Journalists, on the spot, and still sleeping in these 
hotels and cities cable there is rio evidence to support the Nigerian 
claims, Authentic victorias won by Blafrc, such as the recapture of 
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Neukka have been glossed over the B.B.C. The British Government's overt 
and covert championing of the Nigerian cause is in sharp contrast to the 
position taken by the Government of the United States of America and of 
many other European and African nations all of whom have openly deciared 
their neutrality in the conflict. 


Every British néws on the current var has consistently tended to 
give the. impreasion that Biafra is on the verge of collapse, The Niger- 
ian troops, which, after four weeks of fighting are still around the 
border towns. of Biafra, have continued to be described in many of the 

British press and radio as “sontinuously advancing towards Enugu". Some 
daya ago one correspondent wrote of the Nigerian troops having “pens 
trated the heart of Biafra", Rot long ego, an alleged shooting of a 
Panamanian ship by & Nigerian naval boat received very prominent atten= 
tion in most of the press and radio in Britain. And yet, with the 
exception of the Voice of &merica, the report that a Nigerian plane on 
& bombing mission to Biefra had been shot down by Blefran forces was 
hardly mentioned, let alone being given prominence by the B.B.C. whioh 
unfortunately is monitored by most of the African Redio Stations for 
world news, : 


In distorting the facts on the progress of the war, the Government 
of Nigeria, aided and abetted by the British information media, is 
clearly aiming at waging a psychological War as woll, out of desperate 
nesesaity. Gowon knows that he cannot win the war and that civilized 
international public opinion is opposed to his invasion of Biafra after 
the pogrom and genocide unleashed against Eestern Nigerians last year 
by his people of the North, He has therefore to issue deliberately false 
atatements to the world in order to: 


(a) forestall any mediation MOVES thet would ensure e@ just, 
peaceful and lasting sattlonment of the dispute betwecr the 
two States; 


(b) frustrate any immediate recognition of Biafra by Governments. 
which see his aggression on Biafra as an inperialist war 2 
of territorial aggrandisenonts 


(c) stop shipping Companies which continue: to. send ‘their ships 
to Biefran 2 aeeeppective of the so-called blockade 
by brag tal J . 
- (a) intimidate ‘the 041 Companies which have indicated their 
| intention to pay: ofl royalties, rents and concessions to. 
the de facto Government of Biefra according “e international 
law and practice, to pay to Lagos; 
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(3) win back tae support and loyalty of sone od the sommunitias 
in Nigeria which have been disillusioned by the progress of 
the war, Usman Hassan Katsina, the Super-Governor of the 
North, had recklessly promised times without number prior to 
the invasion of Biafra that he and his army needed leas than 
two hours to march down to Enugu. The war has now taken 


four weeks, and has in fact just starteds 


(f) sustain military assistance of Britein which has decided not 
4o wags war on Ian Smith and hie rebel regime in Southern 
Rhodesia, but sees the justification in helping Africans kAil 
one another in Higeria because of her imperialistic interests. 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT SUPPLY OF ARMS TO GOWON 


The British Covermnent has agreed to supply Nigeria with a 
superior class of fighter bombers, with British pilots, ammunition and 
material in order to replace the wp gor Moth" type of airoraft, the post 
the Nigerian Air Force has at the moment, in anticipation of the indis- 
spininate use of these bombers on Bisfran populetion, the British Govern- 
ment has recently advised ali British nationale to leave Biafra even 
though the Nigerian invasion has been contained and repulsed and life in 
Biafran cities is reported normal and calm by foreign journelists,. The 
wide publicity given to this evacuation is designed to give the world the 
false impression thet Betas. is collapsing. 


Because British interests have a ‘monopoly of shi pping in Biafra/iigeria, 
the British Government has been co-operating with the feudal regims in 
Nigeria in ite vein effort to cut off shipping from Biafran ports. It is 
decided to boost the most ineffective blockage of Blafren ports by & 
non-existent Nigerian Navy by ita decision to lend immediately two 
British Frigates as advance delivery of two ships ordered by the Nigerian 
Navy but which will not be ready for delivery until December 1967. 


‘THE COLLUSION oF BRITISH OLL LOMPANTES Fits NIGERIA 


‘In every way the British Government is baking | every move by 
Nigeria to strangle Biafra, It haa blocked the: token payment of &+ million 
in oil revenues to Biafra by using the mechanian of. Foreign Exchange 
control in a way it had not previously done, and has, aontrary to the 
legal opinions by international lawyers to Shelli. Companys instructed the 
Company to delay payment of. royalties. It ia now known that the Company 
supplied both materials and - information to the Nigerian Navy and Army on 
their invasion of the 011 terminal town of Bonny in order to strengthen 
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Nigeris's claim to the oil] royalties. The British Government's collusion 
to orush the freedom-loving people of Biafra is evidently in sharp con~ 
trast to har non-interference during the break—un of other incongruent 
Commonwealth Federations - the Federation of West Indies, the Central 
?rican Pederation and the Federation of Malaysia. 


The Government and the people of Biafra have acted correctly ‘a 
towards Britain throughout the present crisis. British nationale in 
Biafra have beon protected, Despite pressures from the British Governnent, 
few of them in Biafra have chosen to leave. Tae personal properties of 
those who had to leave are being protected. British investment, British — 
company assets, British oil installations have not been threatened even — 
in spite of the collusion of the British 042 Companies and their failure. 
to pay oil royalties legally due and payable to the Government ef Biafra .- 
by the 3lst of July, and in spite of the co-operation of British Shipping 
Companies with the paper eeeree blockade af Biafran poEtee 


. PROGRESS REPORT ON. THE WAR 


Sinca the start of the war, the. Government of: ‘the , Republic of 
Riefra, have as a matter of deliberate policy refrained from: blowing. 
trumpets. The short daily reports which are made by the Governnent are 
aiways designed to give oredit even to the eneny.. On: the contrary, the. 
Nigerian Governuent including, unfortunately, ‘the ‘Head of that: Governeast,. 
have consistently: pursued a different’ attitude of -‘ohurning cut ntatomenta 
on the war whioh are not always ‘pelated to: the actual facts. of. the 
situation, ‘Their crude propaganda is perhaps aimed. at frustrating African 
initiatives in the crisis. For instance, Wigeria hap been claiming the : 
capture of Biafran towns and that their. ‘troops have continued to make 
rapid advances into Bisfran’ territory and. are ‘neoting little. resistance. . 
If this is true, (and it. must be renembered that: they claimed to have — 
captured Neukka, Ikom and Nkalegu over three weeks ago), one may well. ask 
why they have not taken. Bougu. - The ‘truth ie that Lagos is funny and . 
ridiculously contradicting itself. In the 2iat’ July isaue of Tne migesine 
a Lagos official is quoted as saying, "Wetld fey and wrap: i¢up: bs 
| Christmas", _ Ana only yesterday, Govon's Ambassador’ in pe Was meine 


ae Bonny. jee an islend and ae 240 ‘miles away ‘From Bugu 7 ee 
people age tndeod: getting. orackers!1 LMS 
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Perhaps & more correct assessment of the current situation is to 
be found in an article by Jean-Francois Chauvel in the Paris newspaper 
‘Le Figaro' of Zist July 1967, where he writes: 


f ® Ogoja town evacuatad, is in the hands of the North, but the Federal 
troope are marking time around the city, a0cess routes being out off, 
All the bridges have beon blown, and guerrilie bands hold the woods 
blocking tha Faderal troops. 


In the actual state of affairs one can hardly ses how the North 
in spite of, or perhaps because of its immensity and ite population 
four times more populous could win in a fight in which Lagos puts up 
a few battalions  @levon ot the Wholé ~’ “batly amned, badly commanded 
and fighting badly against a people oqually ill-equipped but better 
commanded; most of the officers and technicians of the former Fod= 
eral arny were people of Biafra and all these have been completely 
sobllised. 


From now until the end. of the month y the end of this war will 
partly ba influenced by the decision of the petrol companies « ‘Shel? 
BP and the French SAPRAP: ‘whe have to pay by Slat st the latest, They 
have promised to pay it ‘to the Government of Biafra which effectively 
controls the wells. and installationa.— If the military situation | 
remains unchanged, they will comply, which will deprive Colonel. Cowon, 
Head of the Federal State, of a very substantial receipt of foreign | 
exohange which he very. badly nesde; this will also deal & serious — 
blow to his prestige already sheky since the lack of success of his 
lightning war, ‘The propaganda fron | the Lagos Radio will not change 
anything. TI learned thie morning’ that Enugu was bombed while listens 
ing to a Federal Radio brosdcast and that the Hotel (Presidential ) 
where I am staying had been reduced to ashes. There is not a single 
word of truth in ali this. We have not heard a Single canon fire for 
the simple reason ~ firstly that the: front. is so far away and secondly 
the Northern artillery is no longer ‘firing since a fow days because | 


of lack of ammunition", It is Anteresting to. note thet unl ike the. British 
Oil fompensee) the French O41 Company hes made -Paynents to ‘Biafra, ae 


. | : ‘Gongnusron USION : ge oo 

. The war ain. of. the Northern-controlled’ Federal Governnent of ‘iene 
Nigeria. is. the destruction and rushing of ‘the People ‘of. Biafra, ‘This mm 
aim is well known. in Biafra. the Nigerian Government is today in the 
Soviet Union to conclude agresnent for arns under ‘the guise of signing . 
a oul tural searepnent Tt. to inom. that the Permanent ‘Secretary, Nigerian | 
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; External Affairs, has been in Moscow since the last seven 
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deys as 2 follow up to the June mission to Hoscow, during which visit, 
the delegation visited Odessa, the Soviet Naval base in the Black Sea, 
where they inspected naval installations and other crafts, 


Not content with driving Biafrans away from the Northern terri 
torieay and from other areas of Nigeria occupied by Northern troops, 
they now are looking for the deadliest weapons to destroy us in our own 
homes and divert Biafran hard earned and natural wealth for the develop= 
ment of the North where idleness and beggary are twin virtues. We refuse 
to allow our intelligence, industry and virility to be reduced to a stats 
of subservience. Therefore to Biafra, this is a war of survival. This 
is the bitter war in which Britein has chosen to take sides, She wants 
Blafran oil on the cheep. She prefers the reactionaries to the pro» 
gressives, Rather than negotiate with the people who own the oil, she 
wants to menipulate it through tho feudal lords of Northern Nigeria, 


Does the British Government want to internationalige the Nigerian 
Biafran conflict and turn that part of Africa into another area of world 
conflict? African leaders should not @llow this te happen. ‘The world 
is indeed watching, watohing with dismay, that Gown aided and abetted by 
Britain is being allowed to carry-on this unreasonable, unjustified war 
against the people who started and fought for the independence of that 
part of Africa. The Gowon war of puerile ambition now four woeks old - 
will, as the world knows, settle nothing no matter how long it lasts. 
Biafra is born to stay. African leaders should MSEeEOTe now come Bae 
@rips with the realities of the situation. 


The people of Biafra who have lost so many of their kith and kin 
during last year's pogrom are determined to survive and will not subject 
themselves to a Hitlerian experiment at racial extermination, 


The world is watching and waiting for Africa for an answer. 


. TT a a - Dar es ‘aieany. | 
5th August, 1967. re th 2g Tanzania. 
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WE HAVE NUMBER OF REPORTS oF IBOSs BEING TAKEN FROM HOMES AND 
OFFICES» IN MANY ‘CASES NOT RPT NOT GENTLY. WE HAVE NO HARD 
INFO ON WHAT SEING DONE WITH THOSE DETAINEDe POLICE AND ARMY 
PERSONNEL AT ROADBLOCKS REMAIN COURTEOUS TO EXPATS) BUT ‘THERE 
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Is DEFINITE NO»NONSENSE MOOD. ROUNDUP Is APPARENTLY FIRST LOCAL 
REACTION TO "FULL SCALE" PROSECUTION OF WAR THAT FMG ANNOUNCED 
YESTERDAY « 
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TOAD £53 
JOINT USAED/EMBASSY MESSAGE 
SUBJECT’ SUSPENSION -ATD .LOAN PROGRAM IN “EASTERN INIGERIA 


REF® (A) DEPT: £3846 LAIDTO “CIRC .X457) 
(B} LAGOS: {961 (TOATD® 138.) 


EMBASSY/USAID VIEWS ‘CONCERNING ‘SUSPENSION ‘EASTERN: LOAN 
PROJECTS AND ‘ARRANGEMENT “RE IMBURSEMENT ‘CONTRACTS: ‘FOLLOW? 
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lo CALABAR@IKOM ‘ROAD: IS PROUECT ‘POSING ‘MAJOR 
“ISSUEs 


APD ACTION PROPOSED ‘UNDER .LOAN AGREEMENT !QTE. “TERMINATION 


OF: ‘DISBURSEMENT UNQTE ‘CLAUSE ‘DOES .NOT: ‘TERMINATE /DESBURSE= 
MENTS. REYNOLDS*BREZINA>BROWN | ‘CONTRACT ‘SENCE: ‘RBBIXOLDS: 
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$6 MILLION. YRREVOCABLE LETTER :CREDITs ‘HOWEVERs IN VIEW 
ATTA ‘JUNE .6..LETTERs WE BELIEVE FMG WILL ‘RESIST 
OBLIGATIONS: FOR LOAN OFSBURSEMSSTS TF ‘MADE ‘ON BASIS 


DOCUMENTATEON ‘CERTIFIED IN NAME REPUBLIC BIAFRAs 


2c WE BELLEVE:.AID POSTURE SHOULD BE ‘TO CONTINUE POLICY 
NON= INVOLVEMENT IN CONTRACT (MATTERS BETWEEN ‘CONTRACTOR 


AND .EMPLOYER IN VIEW ‘POSSIBLE AID LIABILITY FOR -CLAIMS 
AND POSITION ‘USAID ALREADY iHAS TAKEN EN iJUNE :28 LETTER 
TO FMG AND DISCUSSIONS WITH .AWOLOWO .AND .ATTAc .ANY :ACT DON 
WE MAY TAKE THAT EVEN ‘HINTS ‘WE ‘DID NOT ‘PREVIOUSLY .ACT IN 
GOOD FUDTH WITH FMG WOULD ‘SERTOUSLY ‘UNDERMINE’.AID “FUTURE 


RELATIONS NIGERIA 


30 RE RARA 1eDs ‘REF Ao WE BELIEVE. ACTION ‘SUSPEND ‘WORK 
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MUST BE TAKEN. BY "PARTIES TO CONTRACTS» ‘WOULD :APREAR ‘TO 

US RBB HAS ADEQUATE::\CAUSE TO ADVISE MINISTRY ‘WORKS .ENUGU 

AND FMG OF INTENTION SUSPEND WORK. UNDER :CONTRACT IN ‘VIEW 
BLOCKADE» KPSTABLE SECURITY ‘CONDITIONS.:AND'PAYMENT PROBLEMS 
RBB MAY ALSO BE: IN -BEST ‘POSITION TO TAKE ACTION ‘WITH ‘MOW 
ENUGU {AND ‘POSSIBLY FMG) FOR ‘SAFEGUARDING EQUIPMENT .AT 


SITE VALUED AT TWO iMILLION THREE: HUNDRED FIFTY ‘THOUSAND 

DOLLARS ($29350s000) .AS 'OF MAY ‘31° OUR JUNDERSTANDING WORK .AT ‘NEAR 
STANDSTILL: DUE ‘RAINY ‘SEASONe ‘DIFFICULTY DELIVERING 

MATERIALS-.AND EQUIPMENT TO:;JOB STTE ‘DUE BLOCKADE -ANFM 

MYLITARY SITUATION ‘PRECLUDE ‘ORDERLY IMBLEMENTAT PON 7 

AT END.‘RAINY ‘SEASONo !ONLY REMAINING . AMERICAN PERSONNEL 

AT JOB STTE ARE'iMOST AND TRIPP ‘OF :RBB AND 


GREENWOOD.'0F BERGERe ‘RBB MAY ‘WISH OPT FOR: CONTINUATION 


PRESENT STATUS CONTRACT .IMPLEMENTATION® HOWEVER» (BELTEVE 


RBB MUST -GIVE::SERIQUS. CONSIDERATION ITS \ACTLEONS:/VESRASVES 


FMG IF IT EXPECTS FILE ‘CLAIMS.-AGAINST "FMG:SUPPORTED 

SUCCESSOR ‘TO .EASTERN.:REGION« ‘CONSIDER AID ‘ROLE: SHOULD 

BE TO ADVISE CONTRACTORS FULLY REGARDING FMG ‘POSITION 

TSBURSEMENTS .AND :ACTIONS AID: TAKING: \UNDER:.LOAN AGREEMENTS 
‘CONFIDENTIAL: 
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HOWEVER,» ‘DO NOT BELYEVE: ALBASHOUL:D INSTRUCT ‘CONTRACTORS 
HAT. ‘TO ‘DO ADVISE: YOUR KNOWLEDGE: RE -RBB . INTENTIONS 


4o.FMG.ALSO: HAS | ‘MENAS ‘OF ;‘SUSPENDING - ‘DISBURSEMENTS: BY 

NOTIFYING: ‘BANK ‘OF: WITHDRAWAL’: AUTHORITY ‘FORMER ‘EASTERN 

REGION AUTHORIZED. ‘REPRESENTATIVES. TO: INSTRUCT | ‘BANK OR 
‘CERTIFY ‘PAYMENT e ‘FMG OR: ‘SOUTHS /EASTERN ‘STATE. .ALSO:.:COULD 
CLAIM TO BE: ‘SUCCESSOR: “FOr ‘CONTRACTS , AND .ADV TSE: ‘CONTRACTORS 
SUSPEND WORK OR: ‘TERMINATE: CONTRACT 


5. IN THE (EVENT ‘OF SUSPENSION /WE ‘RECOMMEND ‘REPORTS :OF 
PHYSICAL ACCOMPLISHMENT» ‘SATUS (OFS1!78963,5% STATUS ‘OF 
ORDERS PLACED :OR IN ‘TRANSIT, AND FINANGEAL: ‘STATUS: ‘BE 
REQUIRED FROM ‘CONTRACTOR - AND: ‘CONCURRED - IN BY” THE ‘GONSULTING 
ENGINEERe BELIEVE: SUCH EXPORTS. ‘NECESSARY ‘SUPPORT: TO 
REQUESTS FOR ‘PAYMENT: ‘FOR: WORK ‘PERFORMED: AS IWELL: AS: ‘BASTC 
INFORMATION: INECESSARY. ATYTIME ‘OF ‘PROWECT 'RESUMPTION® 

WOULD EXPECT 68 ‘TO: ‘98 ‘DAYS: BE ‘REQUIRED MON IMAKE: ‘SUGH: 

REPORTS ‘UNDER: ‘PRESENT -CONDITEONS~« 
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60 ‘REGARD ING: NEGOTIATIONS: iON | ARRANGEMENTS. ‘FOR: (REIMBURSEMENT 
: OF ‘CONTRACTORS | URARA -40BSREF-, A) WE AWAITING: ‘YOUR IMESSAGE: 'ON- 
‘ ; EXPENDITURES .AND: -CONCURRENCE: LEETTER | ‘PROPOSED ‘BY JUSATD: IiN 
REF: Bo BELIEVE ‘NATURE iOF . -APPROCAH : WILL SBE: IMPORTANT. 'VTEW 
PRESENT ‘FMG. ‘SENSITIVITIES. | ‘EMG GAN: BE: -EXPECTED: ‘TAKE: 
NEGATIVE -ATTITUDE IN ‘VIEW ATTA %S:!JUNE 6 LETTER: ‘REQUESTING . 
CESSATION (OF DISBURSEMENTS. « TF ANY PAYMENTS: iHAVE:: ‘BEEN IMAQE 


TO CONTRACTOR UNDER - ‘CERTIFICATION: OF: ‘REPUBLIC: ‘OF NBLARRA™ 
EXPECT - "FMG ATTITUDE: fe ‘BEINTRANS TGENT 0 
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LAGOS EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR 


te NIGHT OF AUG {1 SMALL OF BDHC AND .CONSULATE OFFICER ‘TOLD 
BY AG SOURCE THAT DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN BY GROUP AG ACTIVITISTS 
TO SUPPORT EFFORTS STAGE MIDeWEST TYPE ‘COUP HERE IN WESTo 


& @e -TIMING UNCERTAIN BUT COULD HAPPEN ANYTIME FROM i2THe 
\%, PLANNERS SUPPOSEDLY DO NOT INCLUDE TOP MEMBERS AG IERARCHY 
% BUT CERTAIN YOUNG ACTIVISTS WHO HOPE ‘PRESENT AG LEADERS WITH 
@ FAIT ACCOMPLI CONSISTENT ‘WITH THEIR OWN ‘SYMPATHIES © 
a . 

“$e 


\% 30 SMALL AND CONSULATE OFFICER SWORN ON WORD OF HONOR To 
ABSOLUTE SECRECY AND PARTICALARLY NOT TO REPORT TO LAGOS. 
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REQUEST ‘THEREFORE THIS INFO BE MOST CLOSELY HELDe 


4e ON OTHER HAND», WE HAVE REPORTED INCREASED NNDP ACTIVITIES IN 
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WEST® AGITATION FOR YORUBA CENTRAL AND OTHER STATES ONLY 

' ONE MANIFESTATIONe SINCE THERE NO SECRETS IN YORUBALAND», IT 
MUST BE ASSUMED NNDP PLOTTING OWN MEASURES COUNTER AG THREAT 
TAKE OVER* YESTERDAY CONSULATE OFFICER LEARNED FROM BDHC THAT 
A-CAPTe HAMZAs CHIEF BODYGUARD FORMER SARDUNA SOKOTO HAD TOLD 
EXPAT FRIEND IN IBADAN THAT COL MOHAMUD WENT :KADUNA 
AUG ‘9 SEE HASSAN KATSINA AND THAT Be OBESES{AN» FORMER NNOP 
SPEAKER WESTERN HOUSE» AND HEAVILY INVOLVED PLOT ASSASSENATE 
BRIG ADEBAYO LAST NOVEMBER WENT NORTH AUGUST {@+ NOT ‘CLEAR 
WHAT NNDP ‘UP TOs BUT THEIR PLANS IN PAST TRADITIONALLY INVOLVE 
USE NORTHERN TROOPS TO ACVIEVE NNDP ENDS. 


Se :US AND BRITISH WARDENS ARE BEING REQUESTED BE MORE VIVILANT 
THAN NORMAL. ON GROUNDS GENERAL INCREASED TENSION SINCE MED=WEST 
COUP « 


6« COMMENT: IN WEST SEVERAL INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL 
COUP LACKINGs THERE IS ‘FOR EXAMPLE NO REAL ‘COUNTERPART ‘HERE 
OF IBO OFFICERS AND MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. IN MIDWEST o 
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WHILE MID*WEST FORCES ARE ON OR JUST ACROSS WESTS* EASTERN 
BORDER AND FMG FORCES OPPOSING THEM ARE WEAK» WE ‘HAVE NO 

: EVIDENCE OBASANJOs 2ND AREA COMMAND» ‘NOT LOYAL ‘TO 'FMG OR THAT 

ne FMG FORCES WOULD NOT PUT UP SOME RESISTANCE» -NOR DO WE HAVE 

: EVIDENCE THAT AG ACTIVISTS HAVE EFFECTIVE PLANS FOR iNEUTRALLZING 
LOCAL MILITARY AND POLICEe ‘NEVERTHELESS» SEEMS ‘CLEAR ‘TO ‘US 

# THAT SOME EFFORTS AFOOT ‘WITHING AG STAGE WESTERN COUP. ‘DO ‘NOT 

es KNOW WHETHER AG THUGS» WHO REPORTEDLY HAVE SOME .CACHES OF ARMS 

e COULD BE UNLEASHED WITHOUT WORD KROM AWOLOWO, BUT THEY 

a REPRESENT AN UNPREDICTABLE WEAPON IN ANY .AG ‘EFFORTe ‘DIFFICULT 

7 ASSESS CHANCES SUCCESS ANY COUP EFFORT BUT MAJORITY :OF YORUBAS 
WOULD PROBABLY BE SYMPATHETIC ‘OR AT LEAST PASSIVEs AT -SAME _ 
TIMEs NORTHERN*ORIENTED NNDP YORUBAS»s AS INDICATED ABOVE» NOT 
INACTIVE AND ANY ‘COUP EFFORT :COUL:D PRODUCE INTERNECINE ‘CLASH 
AMONG YORUBASe ‘THERE ALSO RUMOR BANJO ‘HAS SENT .LETTER To 
ADEBAYO ASKING WHETHER HE PREPARED ‘COOPERATES ‘HOWEVER 


BOUBTFULL HIS ROLE SIGNIFICANT IN ANY ‘CASE. 
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70 HAVE SHOWN THIS MESSAGE TO BDHC SMALLWOOD WHO WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL IF AMBASSADOR WOULD PASS SUBSTANCE TO ‘HIGH ‘COMMISSIONER 
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le DISTURBED AT REFERECES TO SOYINKA. AND -ODUMOSU ‘REFTEL sPAR* 
TICULARLY .LATTER ‘SINCE ‘CIVIL SERVANT® .AM ‘SURE .ADDRESSEES 
APPRECIATE IT ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL ‘THAT .ANY ‘SUGGESTION THESE. 
INDIVIDUALS MAY BE INVOLVED IN ANY ‘COLLUSION ‘WITH ‘EAST .ANDZOR 
MID-WEST NOT GET BACK TO FMGe THIS ESSENTIOAL ‘NOT ‘ONLY ‘FOR_ 
THETR OWN ‘SAFETY BUT TO PROTECT HIGHLY ‘VALUABLE: .CONFIDENTIAL. ; 
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PROVOST": SOME MODES ARE JETSio WILL SEEK FURTHER DETAILS 
ANOSOR ‘CONS IRMATION THES INFOc SORCE HOWEVER, SAID "WE WILL 
RAISE SOME HELL WiTH THESE WHEN THEY GET HERE". . . 
2o SITUATION WITH RESPECT FMG AND/OR EASTERN’ FORCES OPERATING 
IN» ONs aROUND OR ABOUT ISLANDS AND CREEKS MOUTH ESCRAVOS AND 
FORCADOS RIVERS FALLS INTO CLASSIC GRAY AREA TO -SAY LEASTs 
SITUATION BOILS DOWN TO THINGS WE ACCEPT AS FACTo THINGS WE 
HAVE BEEN TOLD BUT HAVE NOT CONFIRMED AND THINGS WE DO NOT 
KNQW 9 


Ae WE ACCEPY AS FACT? $j! AS OF LATE MORNING 1] AUGUSTo KEY 
STAFF OFFICERS ARMY HQ LAGOS AND SENIOR SMC SOURCES BELIEVED 


PAGE 3 RUTALS :46@CC SECRET | 

FMG FORCES HAD LANDED "VICINITY ESCRAVOS RIVER” APPROX 2909 
LOCAL YiMEs MOREQVERs ARMY SOURCES DEFINITELY STATED "FORCES 
LANDED WITHOUT OPPOSITIONo” (@ic AT APPROX 119730 AUGUST. 
LOCAL» SDB NNS ENUGU ENTERD ESCRAVOS RIVER MOUTH ANO PROCEDED 
AS FAR NANA CREEK WHICH LEADS NORTH TO PORT KOK WHERE SHE | 
ANCHORED: (30 AT "MID=MORNING® LCT NNS .LOKOJA PASSED MOUTH 
ESCRAVOS RIVER IN COMPANY ANOTHER UNIDENTIFIED BOAT AND ENTERED 
MOUTH FORCADOS RIVER AT SOUTHERN END ISLAND BETWEEN FoORCADOS 
AND ESCRAVOS RIVER ENTRANCESe {$4$o AT APPROX 311688 AUG 


LOCAL SECOND SDB NAME UNKNOWN (WOULD HAVE TO BE KADUNA SINCE 


BENIN STIiu LAGOS WYTH GEAR BOX TROUBLES ENTERED MOUTH ESCRAVOS 
RIVER AND ANCHORED FOR NITEo {S5}0 AT FIRST LIGHT 12 AUGUST 
THESE FOUR VESSELS STILL IN POSITIONs PLUS CARGO VESSEL ALSO 
OFF MOUTH ESERAVOS RIVER> $6}2 UcSo OBSERVERS ON ‘SCENE 

CONFIRM ITEMS 2 THROUGH § AND STATE NO FMG TROOPS LANDED 
VECINY TY MOUTH ESSRAVOS RIVER« THEY NOT ABLE STATE WHETHER. 
TROOPS LANDED ELSEWHERE ON ISLAND To SOUTH BUT TEND To DOUBT 

F FROM YOINT OF VIEW “THERE NO POINY TO I7 IN SOUTH. {7)0 

NG UcoSe OBSERVER KNOWS OF ANY TROOP LANDING VICINITY BURUTU 
FARTHER UP FORCAQUS RIVER« 
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Bo WE HAVE BEEN TOLD! 21) VESSELS LOKOJA ANO ENUGU WHICH 
DEPARTED LAGOS FOR OPERA? IGN ‘CARRIED SOME ROOFS FROM i.AGOS 
AREA>s ONE FMG SOURCE THOUGHT APPROX TWO COMPANSES CARRIEDs 


:@io TROOPS FOR OPERATION MAGE UP OF ONE OF FOUR REPEAT FOUR 
i YDENTIF SEG - SIXTH» SEVENTHs EYGHTHs NINTH? BNS AT BONNY. 
(SQURCE “THIS, FIELD GRADE OFFICER ARMY HOo DED NOT KNOW WHICH 
BN MOVED: s HOWEVER, BN FROM BONNY WaS MOVED YO ZESCRavOoS BY 
MERCHANT SkHiPe (THIS WOULD SEEM TS MATGH ITEM 2A 1X5; ABOVE 


83'e (BY INVELLIGNESE OFFICER ARMY HQ? THAT IFs FOR SOME 

REASON PRESENTLY UNKNOWN TO HZMe FMG TROOPS pD2p LAND: ESCRAVOS 

AS PLANNED AND ORDERED HE WOULD RECOMMEND TO BISALLA THAT 

FORCE BE WITHDRAWN YO BONNY AND OPERATION BE ° See 

REASON GIVEN THAT IF OPERATYON DELAYED ‘CHANCES MEETE 

SIGNIFICANT EASTERN OPPOSITION WOULD UUSTIFY PosT fe aNceNe 
OPERATION THIS Times SOURCE DYD NOT KNOW HOW His ‘RECOMMENDATION 
WOULD BE RECEIVED BY C/S BISALLAo (SIGNIFICANCE THIS REASONING 
ON PARTY SOURCE 1S FACT f° WOULD SEEM INDICATED EMG HAD ‘CONCEIVED 
THIS GRERATION s& BEING SWIFT ENOUGH MCVE INTO VICINITY ESCRAVOS 
AND FORCADOS RIVERS EARLY ENOUGHT To BEAT EASTERN TROOPS ¥HERE o 
TPy HOWEVER, UPUN ARRIVAL THERE WAS INDICATION EASTERN TROOPS 


PAGE 5S RUTALS $469CC S Ec ee 7 ; 

ALREADY AY SELECTED LANDING LOCATIONS, OPERATION ‘COMMANDER 
COULD HAVE POSTPONED IN ABSENCE FERE eae ON OGOJA OR NIGERIA 
WHICH NOT AVATLABLE ON SCENE AY PRESENTo IN THIS ‘CONNECTIONS 
HOWEVERs FACT NSS ENUGU IN ESCRVOS RIVER AND OTHER VESSELS 

IN MOUTH FORCADOS RIVER LEAVES LARGE QUESTION MARK AND AS 

TO WHY LANDING ODD NOT TAKE PLACE TFs IN FACTs IT:DiD NOTo. 
CONJECTURE IS THAT PERHAPS TARGET MYGHT ;HAVE ‘BEEN WARRE WHICH 
CAUSED ABORY OF OPERATION WHEN FORCE ARRIVED ‘TOFIND EASTERN 
FORCES AT WARR HAD BEEN SUBSTNATIALLY REINFORCED SINCE INITEAL 
ENTRY o 


Do if CAN BE SEEN SITUATION ESCRAVOS/FORCADOS RIVERS AND 
VICINITY QUITE CLOUDY THIS MOMENTo GP= 23o 
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INFO EUR 25»NSCE @0sSS0 O4sCCO OOsUSIE -OOsNSAE BO‘CIAE OoxSS 35, - 
GPM 93,SP @2sl B3pH B25P PAINE OTSA TD SO TORR BERER GYRO 11. 
7336 -W 


PR $i%635Z AUG 67 

FM AMEMBASSY .LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 661] 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 1488 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 

DYA- 

AMCONSUL ENUGU 1.83; 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 1877 

AMCONSUL KADUAN 1.383 


CONF IDENT T A L:LAGOS 1437 


le BRITISH HC SENT FOLLOWING MESSAGE ‘REPORTING 
AUGUST {1g TALK BETWEEN. DEPUTY HC: .BZK 


“IN BENIN AND 

COLONEL BANJOs PRIMARILY -ABOUT MOVING ‘EXPATRIATES ‘OUT 
OF. BENING 

2o tA} "AFTER INITPAL ‘RELUCTANCE: ON (GROUNDS THAT ‘THERE 


WAS NO ‘NEED FOR ‘EXPATRIATE TO MOVE AWAYs BANJO 
EM 


PAGE 2@ RUTALS 1437CC°C ON F IDENT.I.AL 

APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE ‘THAT THEY COULD iMOVE ‘OUT OF .BENTN 
TO SAPELE OR WARRI* DETAILS WILL BE WORKED ‘OUT WITH 4 
STAFF OFFICERS .LATER« . 

(B) AY PRESENT THERE IS (NO ‘COMMUNICATION ‘WITH AREAS 
OUTSIDE BENIN BUT TELEPHONES SHOULD ‘SOON BE RESTORED» 
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tC} HE HAS ORDER RESTORATION OF STATE ‘HOUSE FOR 
RETURN OF MILITARY GOVERNOR ({EJOOR} WHOSE WHEREABOUTS 
STILL UNKNOWN? HE WISHES EJOOR TO .RESUME ‘HIS 
GOVERNORSH{IP BUT ‘UNDER ‘NEW CONDITIONS I cEo ‘WITHOUY 
NORTHERN PRESSUREo ‘HE ‘HOPES EUOOR'S ‘OTHER ‘SENIOR 
ADVISERS AND CHIEF OF POLICE WILL: ALSO RETURNo ‘HE 
WOULD THEN HOPE TO -"MOVEON"e (BELL ‘HAD IMPRESSION 
THAT HES IMPLIED TO :cONTINUE. THE ADVANCE ENYO ‘THE 
WEST j}o Eee 

CD} HE HAD MET -SFBOOR ‘CIVIL SERVANTS ‘WHO WERE 

READY To COsOPERATEs ‘HE 1S CONFYDENT ADMINISTRATION 
WELL SOON BE WORKING..AGAINe" 


30 "DHC REPORTS THAT -AT PRESENT THERE I'S ‘NO MOVEMENT 
BEYOND FIVE MILES OUTSIDE. BENIN WITHOUT PERMISSIONe 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 1437CC:C ON F Lf OD'EN TIAL 

TROOPS IN BENIN ‘MOSTLY FROM EAST BUT ARE ‘NOT WEARING 
BIAFRAN FLASHES» HE FORMED AN IMPRESSION OF :CONSIDERABLE 
CONFIDENCE AMONG OFFICERS -HE MET AT THE MILITARY ‘HEAD. 
QUARTERS o 


4o “TN BROADCAST FROM BENIN RADIO AT {988 HOURS {6TH 
BRIGADIER (NOW PROMOTED} BANJO ‘SAID:>2 

(Al HE ‘COMMANDED ‘TROOPS.:OF LIBERATION ARMY FROM 
BIAFRA WHOs IN CO=SOPERATION WITH: TROOPS FROM 'MID= 
WEST STATE, HAD ACTED TO FORESTALL AN .IVASION FROM 
NORTH AND ‘TO PREVENT ‘DOMINATION OF MID°WEST BY ‘'HAUSA/ 
FULANI ‘CLIQUE® 

(B} IT WAS NOT AN INVASION .BUT WaS TO ’PROTECT 

PEOPLE OF ‘MID?WEST FROM :NORTHERNERS o 


So REFERENCE OUR PARA 1A DHC BENIN NOW REPORTED 
THAT ARRANGEMTNTS HAVE BEEN AGREED FOR THE MOVEMENT 
OF EXPATRIATES OUT OF BENIN TO SAPELE'OR WARRIo" 
MATHEWS 
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INFO EUR 25,SSO @O-+USIE O@Bs;NSCE OG, CIAE QOsNSAE @B,CCO BOsSSP B2;5SS '35, 


Ker ay 


GPM ‘@3*SC ‘O@,{oNSC 10eRSC Ol eL O30H ‘25 ENR 979P B4s0PR Q2oRSR he 


P £fL3545Z AUG 67 fora) 
FM AMCONSUL IBADAN ' 
TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 364 ima 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC ‘PRIORITY 316 — 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 243 ' 
ENUGU 288 . oH 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 289 ol 
CINCLANT 

CENCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 

DIA 


CONF Y DENT I-A.L IBADAN 79 
fe ON BAS?S ALDER*REED TELECON, ‘WE ‘CONTACTED AKURE :By 
AtD RADIO FOR STATUS REPORT ‘ON OWO AND TOLD ALL::CALM “THERE » 
LAST NIGHT BRITISH ‘CIVILIAN WAS IN CONTACT WITH UcKe ‘CIT IN 
see BY PHONE WHO ALSO :REPOTED THAT ALL ‘QUIET “THERE BUT. “THAT 

TH BN 1S FEW MILES ‘SOUTH ‘TOWN ‘ON ROAD TO [FON .AND THAT MEDo 
Weer TROOPS. ARE REPORTED TO BE: :CAMPED “FEW ‘MILES NORTH: :OF IFON 


PAGE @ RUTALS 790R CONFIDENTIAL 
ON ROAD ‘TO OWO6 


% Qo BRIT?Sd EXPATS YN OWO PLAN TO MOVE TO: TECHNICAL :COLLEGE 
WHICH £S OFF MAPF ROAD OUTSIUE OF OWO IF THEY iGET ‘REPORTS ‘oF 
MiDe39WEST TROOFS MOVENG TOWARLS OWOo 


3° BDHC HAVE TOLD THEIR cITS {N OWO AND AKURE ‘ON PREGAUTLONARY 
BASIS THAT IF THINGS ‘GET TIGHT TO MOVE TO .ADOSEKITI 'WHECH THEY 
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PAGE @2 {BADAN 96979 i3@8352 
CONSIDER OFF PROBABLE ROUTE OF ADVANCE ‘TOWARDS IBADAN, 


%o AS YOU YNFORMEn IN MITHOEFERSDAY TELECON, BDHC TOLD .BY JUAC 
REP HERE THAT UAC HAS EVACUATED ALL THEIR PERSONNEL (AND. 
PRESUMABLY OTHER EXPAYS iDESIRING LEAVE} FROM :OKITIPUPA AREA 
HOWEVER» PC ‘HERE ‘HAS ‘NO ENFO ON THETR TWO 'PCV*®S: IN THAT AREA 
Buy UNDERSTAND ‘THEY INSTRUCTED ‘REMAINeo ‘DO YOU ‘HAVE INF ABOUT 
THEM? 


5. MY ESTIMATE OF ‘SITUATION ‘BASED ‘oN INFO AVAPLABLE 
MERE iS aS FOLLOWS: 


6c MiDeWESY FORCES WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY PREFER ‘NEGOTIATE WAY 

THROUGH WEST RATHER THAN TO FIGHT WAY THROUGH DESPITE ‘THEER | 
SUPERIOR FORCES AND WE HAVE INDIECATZONS: ‘THaT INUMBER ‘PROMIMENT 
YORUBAS ACTIVELY RESEVALUATING ‘WESTERN 'POSITIONe “FORCING ISSUE 
AND ‘CUTTINGUP INEXPERTENCED YORUBA ‘TROORS ‘WOULD !NOT ‘WEN FRIENDS 
AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE HERE» aT THIS IMOMENT » ‘THEREFORE, ‘EXTENSION 
OF MILITARY CONFLYCT TO WEST SEEMS ‘VUNLIKELY » THOUGH ‘CEROUMSTANCE 


PaGe :3 RUTALS 79BB:c'O N F I'D E'N T ft Act 

COULD CMMNGEo ‘EVEN IF MIDsWEST ‘FORCES ‘DSEIDED ‘PUSH 'WAY ENTO 

WESTo THEIR OBJECTIVE ‘WOULD PRESUMABLY BE: LIMITED TO :SEAL ING 

OFF ROADS :‘NORTH OF LAGOS» CONTROLLING’ ‘TRANSPORT -ROUTES AND 

CMMUNICATIONS CENTER AT IBADAN AND SEALING 'OFF.:JEXAA- ARIDGE° 

SER ;OUS RESYSTANCE BY FOCES PRESENTLY IN WEST ‘SEEMS UNLIKELY» 
THOUGH (‘CANNOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY OF DIST DERS: IN IBADANo 


Jo IF ABOVE ANALYSIS ACCURATE. MAIN :RISKS TO AMCITS EN 

WESY WOULD BE BEING ‘CAUGHT ‘ON :-ROADS AT W 

NVSTIMEs THUS. Jf : . 
BELYEVE MY RECOMMENDATYONS OF ‘YESTERDAY ‘STILL ‘ESSENTZALLY 'VALIDe 


8c THIS MEANS THaT FOR ‘PRESENT WF WOULD LIMIT OURSELVES. ‘TO 
ADVISING AMCITS TO KEEP OFF MIN ROADS AND TO STAY HOME i .ANY 
TROOPS APPROACH THEIR AREASo 

go APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTSo | 
@p-3 ; ve fom 
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INFO EUR 25eNSCE S@»CIAE 8,SS0 @G,D0DE @@,USIE BOSNSAE BaoCco XDo 
SP @20SS 35,GPM 93sSC Bi+NSE 199RSC BleL O3sH B30SAH BPolVZ BTA 
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OR 111100Z AUG 67 ZFF4 

FM AMEMBBSSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 659} 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 997 
AMEMBASSZ ADDIg ABABA 156 
AMEMBASSZ ‘COTONOU 423 

AMEMBASSZ FORT LAMY 453 Ns, 
AMEMBASSZ LONDON 1485 x 
AMEMBASSZ NIAMEY 613 pee 
AMEMBASSZ YAQUNDE 595 a 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 1824 

ANCONSUL IBADAN {973 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 1379 


Qeh| Seer7 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS j4og 


DEPT PASS AS DESIRED” 


hae 8 


PAGE - RUTALS T4@@CC C 0 N° a IDEN oa I x As LIMITED. “OFFICIAL ee 
suBJects GHANATAN CALL FOR CEASE | FIRE AND NEGOTIATIONS 


to. FBIS ZESTERDAY CARRIED ITEM FROM ACCRA RADIO QUOTING 
GHANATAN - ‘TIMES AS SAYING EVENTS IN NIGERIA RAPIDLY ESCALATe 
ING BUT NOTHING YET DECISIVE.o CALLS EASTERN INVASION OF 
MID. WEST CAUSE OF CONCERN. FOR FUTURE OF. NIGERTA« 


ze SAVING AT OTHIS “TAGE -OF-WAR-"IT-NO LONGER AN “INTERNAL 


_, GIMITED OFFICIAL USE — 


DEC LASSIFIED 


Agstaority ‘i 
R 


| ry HO : | , 


AAU EY 


Department of State TELEGR A M 


banrteo OFFTCTAL USE 


AGE. LAGOS Bj 400 iTiteez. 


Bod 


AREALRY ‘PAPER ‘FURTHER | SAYS' wouTsiDe: INTERVENT LON - 1g" 


; NEEESGARZ” AND-CALLS ON NIGEREANS TO OPEN. DOORS TO: CRPRICAN, 


STATESMEN: AND: ALU: ‘MEN OF croluloy WELL “TO: MEDIATE. AND “BRING” , 
HARMONY & FURTHERMORE» NIGER TAN LEADERS MUST. BREAK PNEXPLECABLE 
SILENCE WAND TAKE LNITEAT IVE: ‘FOR: NEGOTIATIONS s PAPER: ‘APPEALS... 


ROR ‘CEASE. ‘FIRE AND -CONFERENCE® “ALSO HOPES: OAU! mWELE. DEMONS TRATF 
se ALIVE ‘TO BTS. nee MATHEWS 
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ACTION AF 2] 


INFO EUR 25ySP @2,SS :35y/GPM O35SC O1sNSC 1O,RSC Olsl G39H B2,SAH O2, 
10 .21sACDA 17,ALED ‘3Q)PC O4s TNR g7eP B4eSCS O2sSCA O20 i9220PR 92, 


Oc 09 .R5% 01,880 @B>CCO BBsNSCE BBSUSTIE BOsCIAE OBs»NSAE O85 /206 'W 
O P 11123@Z AUG 67 ZFFa4 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS | 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6593 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 998 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 157 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 424 

AMEMBASSY KYNSHASA 268 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 1486 

AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE .596 

CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 

DIA 

AMCONSUL ENUGU 1826 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 1975 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 1388 


TE; 
Load ei 


LP 


°C ON F I'D ENT I A.L.LAGOS 1497 


REF: STATE 18894 
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le EMBASSY. REPORTS ON ‘SITUATION IN NIGERIA REQUESTED 
STATE 18473 HAVE PROVIDED INFO AS FOLLOWS: 


(eA) ON EVACUATION AMCITS “FROM MID-« WEST» ‘DETAILS AND 


\INAMES | GIVEN IN LAGOS 13685 1381 (USINFO MARKED ‘FOR STATE, 
ie 13945 AND 1395+ 
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By} eMBASSYs, AID AND FEACE CORPS IN LAGOS HAVE BEEN 

IN TOUCH WITH BENIN AND WARRI VIA AID RADIiOe WE :CAN 
ALSO USE BRITISH HC RADIO TO BENIN iF NECESSARY « LAGOS 
139] REPORTED TALK WITH PC OFFICE BENIN WHICH STATED ON 
AUGUST 1@ NO IMMEDIATE DANGER TO AMCITS AND PCVSo 


C} SITREP NIGERIAN POLITICAL AND MILITARY SCENE 
RESULTING FROM INVASION OF MIDeWEST SUBMITTED LAGOS 13936 
D) MILITARY SITREP PROVIDED IN DAO 9338 LAGOS 1380+. 


2e ~NFO PROVIDED TELS LISTED ABOVE SHOWS 67 AMCITS EVACUATED 
AUGUST 1@¢ ALL OF THESE WERE FROM BUSINESSES (MOSTLY OIL)e 
MORNING AUGUST i{ THREE SHIPS ARRIVED WITH NINE MORE AMCITS=» 
INCLUDING 4 MISSIONARIES AND i PCVe* SO FAR NO REPORTS 
RECEIVED OF ANY aMC2TS BEING HARMED IN ANY AREAs THES 

LEAVES APPROXIMATELY 272 AMCITS IN MID®WESTs OF WHOM {31 


PAGE 3 RUTALS baa7ce CONFIDENTIAL 

ARE USG INCLUDING ABOVE 12@ PCVSe EMBASSY ADVISING AMCITS 

IN MIDeWEST NOT TRY COME LAGOS UNTIL SITUATION AT POINTS 

OF EGRESS CLARIFIED: POSSIBILITY EXISTS THOSE NOT YET 

EVACUATED MAY HAVE TO REMAIN WITH HEADS DOWN FOR PRESENT. 
“ALL AMCITS RELIEVED SAFEo 


30 38 AMCITS EVACUATED FROM EAST AUGUST 7 LEFT LAGOS 
AUGUST 1@:ON GHANA AIRWAYS FLIGHT TO ACCRA FROM WHERE 
THEY SCHEDULED DEPART ON PAN AM i151 .LAST NIGHT 


4o BOMBING OF LAGO NIGHT AUGUST 9 REPORTED BY PRESS 
SERVICES WAS INCONSEQUENTIALo«o THREE HOME=MADE BOMBS 

i DROPPED ON NONeMILITARY .AREAS CAUSED ‘VERY LITTLE DAMAGEs 

; ONLY THREE INJURIES CONFIRMEDe PLANE ALSO DROPPED LEAFLETS. 
IN IKEJA AND PALM GROVE AREA CALLING ON PEOPLE TO. ‘OVERTHROW 
GOWON GOVERNMENT AND HAUSA IMPERIALISTS (SIMILAR OR ‘SAME 
LEAFLETS BEING DISTRIBUTED BY BIAFRAN SOLDIERS. IN MID=WEST}e 
IKEJA AIRPORT HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN DAMAGED. INTERNATIONAL 

i. AIR FLIGHTS CONTINUE IN AND OUT OF LAGOS DURING DAYLIGHT 

: HOURS BUT. NO FLIGHTS PERMITTED BETWEEN 7 PeMe AND 7 Aco Me 
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po $5010 2f,E 19,COM 08,7234 W 
OYR $118@69Z AUG 67 .ZFFo4 : 
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INFO CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA NX 

DIA WASHDC SS? 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON 14996 G, 
AMCONSUL ENUGU {833 ~N 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1979 NJ ae 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 1385 QJ 
CXNCLANT \g 


LiMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 1439 


be TOTAL OF 396 {TREE NINE SIX? ALL NATIONALITEES ARRIVED 
LAGOS TODAY FROM M]D-WEST ABOARD SIX ‘SHIPS, THIRTY*NINE ‘OF 
THEM ARE AMCITSo THEY INCLUDE THREE ‘PCV'Ss EIGHTEEN 
MISSIONARIES AND FAMILIES AND EIGHTEEN BUSINESSMEN AND 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1439cc C ON F I D'EN’T I 2 .L LIMITED ‘OFFICIAL [USE 
FAMILYES. NAMES TO DEPT BY SEPTEL« 


20 EMBASSY INFORMED TODAY THAT TEN AMERICAN. BUSINESS MEN FLEW 
TO LAGOS FROM MID=WEST YESTERDAY BY ‘PRIVATE ‘PLANEe THIS 


BRINGS ToTAL NUMBER AMCITS EVACUATED YESTERDAY TO SEVE..TYSSEVEN® 
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oe eg 


TOTAL FOR TWO DAYS, AUGUST {@ AND tis IS 116 (ONE ‘ONE (SIX io 


ge DAWN TIDE EXPECTED IN LAGOS EARLY ‘TOMORROW WITH ADDITIONAL 
EVACUEES BUT HAVE nO ‘CONF IRMATION® GERMAN “SHIP ‘STEINHOF 
EXPECTS SAIL FROM SAPELE EARLY AUGUST 14. SAILING “OBVIOUSLY 


SUBJECT ‘TO PERMESSTON WRT AFRAN® AUTHORITIES 6 brite 
DECCON ON ‘RECEIPT« 
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ACTION Ag '2] 


INFO EUR 25,10 2150 @250PR O2yH O2yNIC BlyoP O4,PER @2,.SP B2a7SCS Bln 
SCA 6258S 355SY O3,A1D 38,GPM 93,SC O1,SAH @2,L 93,NSC 105 ENR 107, 


CCO OGs5FBO 81,0C O9eRSC BisRSR O1s/192 yw 


R {£18002 AUG 47 aS 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS \ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6618 \) 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 4492 Nv 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 1835 2G 
AMCONSUL IBADAN {98 oN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA {387 “Kh Ae 
~*~ 
UNCLAS LAGOS 1443 Gi 


fe IN.SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ‘TODAY FMG ‘SAID .IT" ‘NOW ‘CLE :R 

THAT WHAT ‘HAPPENED IN MID=WEST WAS MILITARY ‘COUP :BY IBO OFFICERS" 
ANNOUNCEMENT Says COUP FOLLOWED BY INFILTRATION TBO ‘TROOPS AND 
"DASTARDLY BOMING™ CIVILIAN POPULATION LAGOS AND ‘OTHER PLACESo 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF ‘HaS ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS FOR" FULL ©SCALE 
MELITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST REBEL FORCES WHEREVER THEY AREo" 


2e " COMMANDER IN CHIEF RECALUS THAT WHILE ‘FRIENDS -OF 
NIGERIA URGE CESSATION OF FIGHTING AND ‘WHILE 'FMG KEEPING 
OMAGE TO LIvES AND PROPERTY aT MINIMUMs OJUKWU BOASTED 

OF TOTAL WARs BOMING RAIDS ON DEFENSELESS VILLAGES .AND ACTS 
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COUNTRY ‘FROM DISINTEGRATION AND UNCONTROLLED BLOODSHED o 
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PUBLIC URGED REMAIN CALM AND VIGILANT 

AS FMG HAS ADEQUATE FORCES TO ACHIEVE ITS: ‘OBJECTIVES 

EARLY AND (RESTORE LASTENG PEACE* NIGERIA ‘MUST BE ‘SAVED 

AT ALL ‘COSTS. 
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SUBJECT! FEDERAL GOVERNMENT “EXTENDS ECONOMIC ‘BLOCKADE TO MID “WEST* 


ls FEDERAL MILITARY iGOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED .AGUST 11° THAT | 
ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL MEASURES, INCUUDIING INAVAL' BLOCKADE 
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APPLY ‘TO THE ‘MIDsWESTERN ‘STATE (OF NIGERIA. 
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BIAFRA WISHES TO ‘CONTRIBUTE TO "UPLIFTMENT AND BETTERMENT ‘OF 


| 
{ : 

| | PAGE 2 RUTANU 328/1GG UNCLAS 
Hi 
; 

\ i ; i 
ALL AFRICAe™ -SUMMARY OF DETAILS FOLLOWS.» 


MeROFI Ay ty 
AP RS « 


UNCEASSTF ED 


- DECLASSIFIED 
sothority | 
I MARA Date _ 


J 


ay 


yA 
| 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE @2@ ENUGU @@320 11134372 


2@o OJUKWU DESCRIBED ‘CONDUCT OF WAR AS TIME OF CONSOLZD* TION FOR 
"BIAFRA" WHILE FEDERAL FORCES WASTED MENAND: MATERIAL BUT ADVANCED 
VERY LITTLE» SAID IN OGOJA SECTOR FMG MADE 

NO HEADWAY BEYOND OGOUA TOWN WHILE IN NSUKKA SECTOR FEDS HAD 
LOST INITIATIVE AND ARE NOW RPT NOW BEING DESTROYED 

IN SMALL POCKETSo STATED THAT AT BONNY FMG FORCES SHELLED 
INDISCRIMINATELYs KILLING CIVILIANS AND DESTROYING HOSPITALS=» 
POST OFFICESs PORT FACILITIES AND EVEN A CATHEDRAL® HOWEVER, 
THOSE WHO ATTEMPTED ADVANCE FROM BONNY ISLAND HAVE BEEN 
"DESTROYED OR CAPTURED TO A MAN“» AS WAS THE EQUIPMENT AND BOATS 
THEY WERE USINGs 


30° SAID ONCE FMG WAS FULLY COMMITTEDs “BIAFRA” STRUCK AND Ig NOW 
IN POSITION TO END WAR WITH DECISIVE OFFENSIVEe ALREADY ETIRE 
MIDWEST HAS BEEN LIBERATED WITH MINIMUM LOSS OF LIFE» THIS 
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MOVE NECESSITATED BY ENTRY OF NORTHERN TROOPS INTO MIDWESTo 
COMPLETELY AGAINST WISHES OF MIDWESTERNERS», IN PREPARATION 

FOR ATTACK ON "BIAFRA™ ACROSSNIGERo PEOPLE OF MIDWEST 

FREE TO LIVE OWN LIVESs INTERIM GOVERNMENT BEING ESTARLISHED 
UNTIL PERMANENT ARRANGEMENTS ‘CAN BE MADEs ‘MEANWHILEs THERE 

FREE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS BETWEEN "BIAFRA™ AND MTDWESTe 


4e SAID "BIAFRAN AIR FORCE" HAS BEEN REMAKABLY “SUCCESSFUL THROUGHOUT 
WARe ON AUGUST 8 IT DROPPED LEAFLETS AND "A FEW WARNING 

BOMBS" ‘ON LAGOS. ON AUGUST 16 IT ‘SUCCESSFULLY! DESTROYED. 

MILITARY INSTALLAT-ONS AT KADUNA AND LOKOJAe ‘MEANWHILE ‘NOT 

A SINGLE NIGERIAN PLANE -HAS FLOWN OVER “BIAFRA"e+ LAGOS ‘HAS 

NOW RPT NOW OBTAINED TWO PLANES FROM “A EUROPEAN COUNTRY" 

AND "AN AFRICAN COUNTRY" PERMITTED THESE PLANES TO REFUEL :ON 


ITS TERRITORY* BRITAINs DESPITE STOUT DENIALS» ADMITS 
AIDING GOWON WITH MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 


So SAID "BIAFRA" HQWEVERs IS FIGHTING WAR WITH OWN ‘RESOURCES AND 
HAS DEVELOPED ITS GWN BOMBSs MINES» GUNS AND ARMORED ‘VEHICLES 
"VERY SOON QUR ROCKETS WILL BE IN OPERATION® ‘THUS. ‘FAR WAR 
at a} 
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HAS BEEN FOUGHT WITH RESTRAINT» BUT OFFENSIVE MUST BE ‘STEPPED 
UP BECAUSE OUTSIDERS ARE AIDING THE ENEMYe 


60 “I TAKE THIS ‘OPPORTUNITY TO WARN ‘THAT :ANY DAY THAT A 
HOSTILE ENEMY PLANE IS SEEN EITHER OVER .BIAFRAN. ‘TERRITORY iOR 
OVER THE TERRITORY OF THE: MIDWEST» BIAFRA. ATR FOCE WILL 
PROMPTLY ‘CARRY OUT MASSIVE BOMBING OPERATIONS ‘UPON LAGOS AND 
OTHER BIG ‘CITIES IN NIGERIAco I ALSO ‘TAKE “THIS OPPORTUNITY 

TO WARN ALL. FOREIGN SHIPS .AND AIRCRAFT: TO iSTAY ‘CLEAR OF ‘THE 
LAGOS TERRITORY ‘WHICH ‘HAS NOW BECOME A ‘BATTLE ‘GROUND. I REPEAT 
MY EARLIER WARNING TO EXPATRIATE PERSONEL: IN LAGOS TO LEAVE 
THAT ILL=FATED TERRITORY IN THEIR OWN . INTEREST 0" 


7° SAID IN SPITE OF AID BEING GIVEN ‘TO [ENEMY AND ‘SUCCESS: :0OF -BLAFRAN 
OFFENSIVEs "WE REMaIN ‘CONVINCED THAT ‘THIS ‘CRISIS ‘CAN YET : ‘BE 

RESOLVED BY PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS AROUND ‘THE TABLE". "BIAFRA" 
FIGHTING TO REPEL sGGRESSION» TO SECURE “FREEDOM AND ‘DEGNITY 

OF ITS PEOPLE AND TO PROTECT THE SOVEREIGNTY -AND ‘SEPARATE | 

IDENTITY OF ‘THE NEW REPUBLICe “UNDER NO ‘CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 

THIS REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA SURRENDER OR 'NEGOTIATE ITS SOVEREIGNTYo" 
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O-P 1111352 AUG 67 ZFF4 

FM AMCONSUL ENUGU 
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AMEMBASSY ACCRA 145 

INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS ‘PRIORITY 99 
AMEMBASSY “YAQUNDE ‘99 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 399 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 313 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 'UNN 
CINCLANT 

DIA 


UNCLAS ENUGU '329 
FINAL SECTION OF 2 


8o ‘SAID ‘HAUSA/FULANI ‘DESIRE ‘SUBJUGATE AND ENSLAVE FORMER: ‘SOUTHERN 
NIGERIA*® “BIAFRA" PREPARED :HELP .LIBERATE: ANY ‘PART -OF (NIGERIA “FROM 
SUCH DOMINATIONe ("ANY YORUBA OFFICERS ‘OR ‘MEN WHO ARE 

STILL IN NIGERIAN ARMY AND WHO- WISH | ‘JOIN THIS CRUSADE ‘OF LIBERATION 

SHOULD REPORT TO ANY 'BIAFRA .ARMY ‘UNIT TN BIAFRA -OR IN 

MIDWEST, WHERE THEY GUARANTEED FULL ‘PROTECTIONe" 


90 SAID "BIAFRA" 1S A TRE NATION@ATATE IN AFRICA, IN (CONTRAST “TO 
ARTIVICIAL CONGLOMERATIONSs SUCH AS FORMER 'NIGERI AS ‘CREATED 
BY IMPREIALISTS.e "BIAFRA" WILL PURSUE FOREIGN POLICY ‘WHITH 
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AVOIDS INTERFERENCE IN LNTERNAL FYARS OF OTHER STATES BUT: WELL 
NOT BE DRAWN INTO -EASTeWEST TnEDLOG TEAL ‘CONFLICT BUY WILL: 
ACTIVELY COOPERATE WITH ALL PROGRESSIVE :NATEONS TO ENSURE 

WORLD PEaCEs NON@ALTGNMENT» HOWEVER» WCLL NOT MEAN ‘NEUTRALITY 

OR iNOYFFERENCEs WE SHALL ALWAYS FEEL FREE TO ACT: IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH OUR OWN INTEESTS AND OF HUMANITY,» “SUPPORTING THE JUST 

CAUSE AND SIDING WrT7H THOSE WHO PURSUE THAT CAUSE. 

Oc SAID "BIAFRA" BELIEVES IN UNITED NATYONS AND ITS AGENCIES A 
BEST HOPE OF PEACE AND PROGRESS. HOPES :CONTINUE ASSOCIATION WITH 
BRIT SH COMMONWALTHe RECOGNIZES ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN ‘UNITY 
AS ESSENTIAL INSTRUMENT FOR MEANIGFUL AFRICAN -UNTTYo ‘IVEAFRA’s 
UNVIKE DEFUNCT. NIGERIAN ‘FEDERATION, WILL WORK FOR :REALIZATION 
OF OAU OBJECTIVES» TRUE UNITY POSSIBLE IF. EACH .AFRICAN iNATIONs 
WHILE MAINTAINING ITS PECULIAR ‘CHARACTER AND INSTITUTTONS» 
ASSOCIATES ‘TO SERVE COMMON ECONMIC INTERESTS ‘WHICH May 
EVENTUALLY. LEAD ‘TO AFRICAN POLITICAL 'UNLON, 


tle SATD BT AERA" te ITS SIZEABLE. NATURAL ‘RESOURCES AND RESEVOYZR: 
OF SKILLED HANPONER ‘POISED FOR ‘ECONOMIC: TAKE@OFFe "RIAPRA" 
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WELLING LAY DYNAMIC PART TO BETTER AFRICA AND: LS READY TO 

SHARE RESOURCES WITH OTHER AFRICAN PEOPLES EVEN IF: THES TNVOLVes 

SOME SACRIFICEs THERECYU OPEN DOOR -TO“FREE ASSOCIATION -AND ; 

EXCHANGE OF IDEASo 

t2° IN. PURSULT INDUSTRIAL AND. GOMMERCI aL. DEVELOPMENT, "WE SHALL 

WELCOME COOPERATION OF ALL’ WELL-MEANING .AND UNDERSTANDING . 

FRIENDS wITH THE WHEREWITHALL AND TECHNICAL KNOW*HOW. FOREIGN: 

| INVESTMENTS WILL RECEIVE FULL PROTECTION, AND INVESTORS THE 

| RIGHT TO LEGITIMATE AND FATR RETURNS “FROM THEIR INVESTMENTS © 
FOREIGN NATIONALS. WILL .BE GIVEN PROTECTION AND ALLOWED FREEDOM 
OF aSSOCIATION AND ENTERPRISE SO .LONG AS THESE DO NOT GO 
AGAINST ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS ANS LAWS OF THE ‘NEW REPUBLICO" 
SAID DISAGREEMENT WITH SHELL+©BP AROSE "DIRECTLY FROM THE FAILURE ? 
OF THAT COMPANY TO RESPECT OUR RIGHTS, INSTITUTIONS AND LAW | 

as OVER THE PAYMENT OF OTL ROYALTIESs KND OUR pETERMNATION TO - 7 

ASSERT OUR SOVERDXGN LEGITIMATE RIGHTS?" : | 
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130 SAIpn ENEMY HAS ATTEMPTED DIVIDE BIsFRA BUT HaS ‘DISCOVERED ALL 
SECTIONS OF AIAFRA FIGHTING TOGETHER. PEOPLE OF OGOUA AND 
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BONNY HAVE CONFIRMED THAT ENEMY IS NO ERTEND OF ANY SECTION 
OF THE REPUBLIC: ALL BIAFRANS MUST RECOGNIZE THEY ARE 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS WITH A COMMON DESTINY > 
BARNARD 
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DIA UNN 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KAUDNA 153 


be. KADUNA CALM AND FRIDAY BUSINESS PROCEEDING NORMALLY 
FOLLOWING BOMBING RATD ON AIRBASE YESTERDAYo AYRPORT 
REPORTEDLY CLOSED TO ALL BUT MILITARY TRAFF ECs NIGERIA” 
AIRWAYS FLIGHT FROM LAGOS THIS MORNING OVERFLEW KADUNA 
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TO KANO. DQ NOT KNOW AT. THIS ‘TIME HOW ONG AIRPORT WHE 
GQ 
REMAIN .CLOSEDe ae jo MIGER? 
@e NEW -NIGERTAN INN) ‘UNDER LARGE "KADUNA BOMBED® ie 
LINE REPORTS SIX PEOPLE KILLED AT AIRBASE .AND ‘UNSPECIF 
NUMBER WOUNDEDs GERMAN ‘CONSULATE CONFIRMED THIS ae 
THAT ONE DORNIER EMPLOYEE KILLED AND ‘TWo INJURED BY 
FRAGMENTS» ONE SERTOUSLY* DORNIER DEPENDENTS WHO RESIDE 
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AT AIRBASE TO BE EVACUATED aSaPeo NN SAYS NUMBER OF . 
BUILDINGS DAMAGED INCLUDING SLIGHT DAMAGE TO NAIN HaNGEeRa 
CLAIMS OwLY FOUR BOMBS DROPPED» TWO OF WHICH FOUND MARK 
BUT FROM MY HOUSE WHERE WE OBSERVED PORTION OF ATTACK 
BPAO AND I COUNTED TEN. OR FIFTEEN EXPLOSIONS ‘THROUGH 
POSSIRLE SOME WERE ECHOS aND/OR ACKacke 


Zo NO INDICATION ANY AIRCRAFT ON. GROUND WERE DAMAGED BUT ‘NO .HARD 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THIS SCORE. 


4o CHAIRMAN HASSAN KATSINA ISSUED STATEMENT :SayING 
"ARMED FORCES IN KaDUNA NOW FULLY ABLE COPE WITH SITUA= 
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fe AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE avGUST 9 CARRIED DENZ als BY LEADING ‘FRENCH | 
BANKERS MALLET AND ROTHSCHIiLt THAT WHEY OR THEIR BANKS ‘HAD ‘SIGNED 
id ANY SUCH AGREEMENTS WITH BIAFRA® MALLET STATED HE HAD ‘NEVER (HEARD 
OF "BARON DU ROURE"e QUA}. OFFICER HANDLING NIGERIA “FOLD EMBOFF 
AUGUST ig THAT QUAI*®S ECONOMESC SECTION Had WO INFORMATION ION ‘SEGNA» 
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2c WE ARE MAKING DISCREET SNGUERIES ON OUR OWN AS 2 WHETHER 
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: Beer to RIVER ‘CHANNEL AT APPROX 0630Z THIS MORNINGo 
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i NE, AUG !ic FOLLOWING ARE ITEMS. PERTINENT DEVELOPING ‘MIL Si TUATION 

| S NIGERIA’ | Oy ease, ee | 

| = As DURING COURSE EASTERN AIR ‘RAID ‘CARRIED IOUT KADUNA AIRBASE 

L “, APPROX i@i?7@@ AUG> ONE GERMAN NATIONAL“EMPLOYED 'DORNIER AND-ION 

. CONTRACT TO NIGERIAN AIR FORCE KILLED: ‘TWO OTHER ‘GERMa®% | 

GERMAN NATIONALS SAME CATEGORY INJURED “THES ‘COULD HAVE EFFECT 

| ON WILLINGNESS DORNSER TECHNICIANS WHO (MAINTAIN ‘NEGERTAN ATR 

: ‘SECRET 

i 1 
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rs 


SyRcE BROP PLANES TO REMAIN EN NIGERIA THEY :GO,- 


HOWE YER, ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR BLOCK TECHNICS ANS ‘ENTER INTO 
NEGERZAN MEL PICTURE PRESENTEDo : | 

a, rv MOST LIKELY THAT EASTERN Bu26 WHECH CONDUCTED ‘Ra iD ‘ON 
WAnUNA WaS HUNTING TWO NEWLY ARRIVED (CZECH L#@9 'JETSo “THESES 
MOWEYERs HAD ALREADY CEFY KADUNA FOR ‘MAKURD] ‘WHERE THEY ‘NOW 
BELYEVED TO BE»o 


SEQPECT ELEVENTH ©MG BN ALL. YORUBA FROM YBADAN| 


GC: WITH RESPECT WUE? P 
REPORTED RECENT MESSAGES AS BLOCKING VECINITY OWO (07 r2NO536E } ‘ 
LATEST InP oO is LAT -TNOQ COMPANIES AT :OWOo ‘ONE AY TFON i @6S56NO547E} 


PAGE 3 RUTALS §43@cC 5 ECR —E ‘T/NOFORN ; 7 
AND ONE AY LISHUA - OF728NO555E 30 NUMBER OF FMG ‘BN NORTHERN } WHECH 
REINFORCED ELEVENTH AY OWO NITE 1Me11 AUGUST ‘NOT YET KNOWN >» 

ho COMPOSITE FMG BN REPORTED BLOCKING ‘POSITION EAST 'OF ‘ORE 

fn DESPyTE UNEXPECTED REQUTREMENT MOVE FiMG TROOPS FROM LAGOS 
AREA TO BLGCKING POSITIONS WEST OF MLBeWEST AND ‘TO TASK FORCE 
WHicH SETZED ISLAND MOUTH ESCRAVOS RIVER THIS MORNING, DATT SS. 
CHECK FMG RESOURCES IMMEDIATELY AVATL'.LAGOS AREA ENOTCATES THREE 
BNG NOW IN IMMEDIATE AREA. THESE ARE FEDERAL ‘GUARD 'BNy DODAN 
BARRACKS. IKOYI8 ONE BN APAPA ‘LAGOS)s AND :ONE aN IKEJA 

ADJACENT AIRPORT | 

Ze AS RESULT ACTIVITY LAGOS AREA RECENT :DAYS ‘WHEN EASTERN :B=26 
Hag MADE SEVERAL NUISANCE RAIDS» ‘GENERAL SECURITY IN CITY AND 
ENVYRONS CONSIDERABLY TYGHTERo AT IKEJA ALERFIELD ARMY ‘GUARD 
GREATLY REINFORCED aLi AREAS YO INCLUDE ‘CONTROL “TOWER, 

30 D&O MAP nFFICER SAW THREE OF NEWLY ACQUIRED PANHARN _ 
ARMOURED CARS N {KQRODU ROAD CEADING INORTHE “FROM LAGOS THIS: 
MORNINGs VEHICLES WERE BRAND NEW AND LITERALLY ‘JUST OUT OF 

eaS& aS EVIDENCED BY PACKING LISTS STILL TAPED THERETO. 


VEH CLES WERE NUMBERED NA (NEGERIAN ARMY) 13/252 34272 13129. 


AU THOUGH PRESENCE OF VEHICLES IN ‘NEGERIA KNOWN, THESE ARE FIRST 
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SEEN PHYS! caALLY BY DAO PERSONNEL» PANHARDS, DRIVEN BY 
®RMY PERSONNEL» WERE IN :SMALL CONVOY ‘WITH ‘SEVEN ADDY TPONAL : 
BRAND NEW WAND ROVERS DRIVEN BY (CIVLLTANS: IN [NORTHERN DRESS» | 
ys WITH RESPOECT ‘TO HARD LUNE ‘EXPRESSED: BY TWO SENIOR MEMBERS: 
SmC {PARS $A AND 3, MY SECRET MSG '0330.AUG 67} ‘DAYT :WESHES 
STRESS THAT REMARKS MADE BY FIGURES NOT QUITE AS BROAD AS 
MiGH’ BE INFERRED IF NOY READ IN ‘CONTEXT IMMEDIATE ‘SY TUAT LON 
AY BENIN OF WHICH BOTH TALKINGo IN FACT» WHAT - BOTH ‘SAYING : 
WAS THAT BECAUSE GOWONs, ‘DESPYTE {ND]CATED MIL NECESSITY» ‘FALLED 
‘BECAUSE OF DERERENCE YO EJOOR’S DELICATE 'POLITTICaL : ‘SPTUATION ) 
TO BUY FMG TROOPS INTO EXTREMELY | VULNERABLE Mip=WESTs EASTERN. 
FORCES AYDED AND ABETVED By MUTINOUS IMID.WESTERN {£B0S ‘wERE 
ABLE TO GAIN SIGNIFICANT POLUTICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ‘VECTORY 
OVER FMG {IN OCCUPATYON MID#=WESTo THUS». THE ‘CONCUUSTON /WASs  - 
IN THE FUTURE, acT ION ‘REQUYRED ‘WOULD BE ‘TAKEN WITHOUT REGARD | mire) 
SENSITIVITIES OF PERSONALITIES INVOLVED ‘OR LIKELY TO RE INVOLVED» 
Su YN CONNECTION WITH SYTUATYON MYDeWEST, ‘SOURCE ‘QUOTED ‘PAR fo 
MY MSG @330, COMMENTED FURTHER ‘ON. ‘STTUATION ‘FODAY « WHEREAS 
YESTERDAY SQURCE WaS SOMEWHAT ‘SHOCKED ‘BY SYTUAYEONs TODAY 'HE 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 143@CC S Ec R'E T/NOFORN. 

WAS PLAIN MADo BASICALLY» ‘Hig .ANGER 'WAS ‘DERECTED AT. EJOOR 
HIMSELF. SOURCE SAID THAT HE ‘HOPED BYOOR ALTVE ‘FOR HE ‘Hap iMUCH 
"OQ OFFER NIGERIA IN IVS PERIOD.RECONSTRUCTIONc ‘MOSTLY, HOWEMERs 
Saip SOURCE, "i WANT -HIM-ALIVE BECAUSE I WANT’ TO ASK ‘HIM TO 
H¥S FACE WHaT HE THNUKS ‘NOW OF HIS POLECY TRYING TO ‘WALK ‘TIGHT 
ROPE BETWEEN FMG AND EASTERN :ORTENTED iMIDSWESTERN. IBQ*o :SOURCE 
Salp HE HAD TRIED CONVINCE EJOOR OF NECESSITY -MOVING AMG FORCES 
INTO MIDeWEST BUT THAT EYOOR ‘HAD REFUSED ON .GROUNDS ‘HE (EYOOR } 
WOULD BE ACCUSED “ALLOWING ‘NORTHERN ‘OCCUPATION MEDeWEST 
SOURCE SAID THAT AS MEDSWESTERNER HIMSELF iHE TRIED WITHOUT 
SUCCESS TO CONVINCE VOOR THAT THIS ‘SMALL RISK: BESIDES RTSK 
LOSING WHOLE MtpuWEST TO IBOo 

60 RELIABLE EXPAT SOURCE WITH LONG MIL BACKGROUND TOLD ‘DATT 
“HIS AFTERNOON THAT WHILE AT /KADUNA .ALRPORY .APPROX 1920 HOURS 
LOCAL i@ AUGUST A PAN AFRICAN ‘DCe6s ‘ON ‘CHARTER TO“FMGs Had 
ARRIVED FROM KHARTOUM WITH LOAD BOXED ‘MIL. EQUIP ON BOARD > 
PLANE WAS HEAVILY GUARDED BY FMG FORCES .AFTER LANDINGS ALSO 

ON DC=6 WAS AFRICAN WHO ‘GAVE NAME AS "MRo.SMITH%o SMEYH SALED 
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: He WAS JET PLLOT WHO HaD ‘JUST “RETURNED TO NEGERI “FROM ‘JET 
: TRAINING ABROAD" o ee 
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